VINDICATION 

O.F THE 

9 

9 

9 h 

9 

Sibylline Oracles. 

_• 

I 

To which arc added 

The Genuine Oracles themfelves; with the 
Ancient Citations from them; in their 
Originals, and in Englifh : And a few 
brief Notes. 


By WILLIAM W HIS TON, M. A- 

Sometime Profeffor of the Mathematicks in the 

Univerfity of Cambridge. 


Is He the God of the Jews only ? Is He not alfo of the 
Gentiles? Tes, of the Gentiles alfo. Rom.iii. 29. 


L O N D O N: 

Printed for the Author, in Crofs-Street , Hatton-GxrJen: And -are 
to be Sold by J. Roberts near Warwick-Lane j and by the 
B0okfellers 0f London and Wefiminfier. 17 ly. 






To the Reverend and very Learned 

RICHARD BENT LET, D.D. 

Library-Keeper to His Majesty* and 
Matter of Trinity -Collegej Qamltridge: 

THIS 

VINDICATION 


OF THE 



Oracles, 


With all becoming Regard to his great 
Judgment and critical Sagacity •, and with 
an open Appeal to his Examination and 
Determination in this Important Point, 


f 

Is Humbly Dedicated by 


Feb, ic 17 if. 


The Author. 



VINDICATION 



■r 


* 

l 

3 

i 


PROPOSITIONS. 

HERE were 
mong the Heathen, 
before the Times of Chri- 

Oracles, 

and Predictions of future 
Events, ajcnbed to one or more Prophe- 
tejfes , who were (tiled Sibylls. 

This Propofition is fo evident in all 
Antiquityfo univerfally allowed by all > 
and will be fo fully proved by the intire 
Series of the following Effay, that 1 fhall 
not need to add here any particular De- 
nionft ration of it. 
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6 


A Vindication of 

» 

II. Thefe Oracles were then of two 
quite different Sorts-, the one mtirely fe~ 
creti and concealed from the Teople: the 
other •very pubtick, and common among the 
Heathens , and Jews , and afterwards a- 
rno'/g the Chnffians alfo. 

This Proportion is alfo very evident in 
all Antiquity $ and will appear. through 
the whole Ceurfe of this Differtation and 
fo need not be prove! beforehand. Only 
it was fit to take Notice of fo eminent a 
Diftin&ion in this Place, for the fake ol 
Ferfpicuity; and to prevent that ftrange 
Confufion which not a few of the Mo¬ 
dern Criticks have moft injudicioufly rut 
into, for want of a due Observation of it. j 
III. The Writers of the Roman Hiflory. 


both Greeks and Latin-', do unanimoujly a\ 
gree , that a certain Woman brought fede¬ 
ral Books of pretended Oracles , to one oj 
the Tarquins, then King of the Romans-, 
who purchas’d part of them for the ufei 
of the Roman State. 

This appears by the Teftimonies fol¬ 
lowing. 

Apd La- Varro , who was the moft Learned Au- 
tftaot. i. 6. tq )0r either of the Greeks or Latins, it 

his Books that treated of Divine Matters, 
which he Dedicated to Lotus Cafar , who 
was then To itif ex Maximus, when fie was 
/peaking or the £ff,:ndecmiviry fays, That 

the 
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the Sibylline Books did not belong to one 
Sibyll, but were called in general Sibylline , 

becaufe the Ancients (filed all Women- 

% 

ProphetelTes by the Name of Sibylls.-r —= 

That the feventh or Oman Sibyll, was 
named Amalthaa-, but was called by 0- 
thers Demop bile, or Hierophile and that 
(he it was who brought the nine Books to 
King Tarquinius Tri/cus , and asked 300 
Philippicks for them, and that the King 
was fo diflatisfied at the greatnefs of the 
Price, that he laughed at the Madnefs of 
the Woman. That (he thereupon burnt 
three of the Books, in the King’s Prefence.; 
and yet asked the full Price for the Re¬ 
mainder. Whereupon the King looked on 
her as madder than before. She then 
burnt three more; but (fill asked the 
fame full Price. Whereupon the King was 
fo affe&ed, that he gave her the whole 300 
Philippicks for the remaining Books, 

’ Tis faid that in the Reign of Tarqui- Dionyf 
nius, [ fuperbus] another mod: furprizing ^ ic J r ; 
and happy Accident befei the City o{ li7ic 
Rome , befiowed on them by the Kindnefs 
either of fome of the Gods, or of the 
Damons-, which did them great Service, 
not only for a, little time, but during the 
whole continuance of their State* and 
preferv’d them frequently from geeat Ca¬ 
lamities. A certain Foreign Woman came 

$-4 to 
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to the King, with a defire to fell him 
nine Books, which were full of Sibsllme 
Oracles. Bur 'Tarquinius not being will¬ 
ing to buy the Books at her Price, {lie 
upon this went away, and burnt three of 
them After a while fhe return’d, and 
brought the reft again, and offered them at 
the fame full Price. This made the King 
to look upon her as dift rafted, and to laugh 
at her for demanding the fame Price for 
a Part, which (he could not obtain for the 
Whole. Whereupon fhe went away again, 
and burnt the half of the remaining Books 5 
and then brought thofe that were ftill 
lefr, and asked as much Mony as before. 

Tarquinius was furpriz’d at the Womans 
management: And when he had fent for 
the Augurs, and told them what had hap¬ 
pened, lie asked their Opinion what he 
fliould do in this Cafe$ and when they 
had made him fenfible that it appeared by 
certain Signs that he had refus’d a Kind- 
nefs which was offered him by the Gods, 
and that great Calamities would enfue be- 
caufe he had not purchafed all the Books : 
They then enjoined him to give the Woman 
all the Mony (he asked, and to take thofe 
Oracles that were left. The Woman then 
parted with the Books to him; and cau¬ 
tion’d him to keep them very carefully; 
and then difappearU 



the Sibylline Oracles . 5> 

It is agreed among all, that a ^///brought 
three Books to Tarquinius Super bus j of Hl 
which Two were burnt by her5 while the 
Third was burnt with the Capitol, in the 
Days of Sylla. 

Cuma. There is 

mean hers who was concern’d with the 
Roman Affairs in the ^thOlympiad-, and 
whofe Book our Pontifices confulted ’till 
the Time of Cornelius Sylla: For then it 
was burnt, together with the Capitol 
the two former Books having been before 
burnt by her, on Account that Tarquinius 
Super bus offer 5 d her a IefTer Price for them 
than fhe requir’d. Her Sepulchre remains 
hill in Sicily. 

The ancient Annals inform us, as to Aul. Geii; 
the Sibylline Books, that a certain un- \‘ 9 J' 
known old Woman, who was a Foreigner, ’ 
came to King Tarquinius Superbus , with 
nine Books in her Hand; which, as fhe 
faid, were Divine Oracles. She faid alfo, 
that fhe would fell them. Tarquinius en- 
jquired what Price fhe expefted for them; 
the Woman asked a prodigious Price. 

The King thereupon derided her; as if 
file were diflrafted, through her great 
Age. She then produc’d a f nail Fire, and 
burnt three of the Books out of nine; and 
then asked the King whether he would 

give her the fame full Price for the rdf. 

At 
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Serv. in 
/Lncid.VL 



Said, in 
Sibyl! 


At which Offer Tarquinius laughed ftiil 
more heartily 3 and faid that the old Wo¬ 
man was certainly diftrafted. Whereupon 
the Woman then and there burnt three 
more of the Books; and flill very calmly 
demanded of him whether he would yet 
give her the fame full Price for thofe three 
that remained. This made Tarquinius be 
more ferious, both in fpeaking and reafon- 
ing about the Matter ■„ and he began to 
think it was 'not right to dif-regard fuch 
an uncommon Inftance of Conftancy and 
Resolution, and fo gave her her full Price 
for thofe three. However, fo far is evi¬ 
dent, that this Woman after flie was gone 
out of Tarquinius s Prefence, was never 
feen any more. 

It is certain that in the Reign of Tar- 
quinins a certain W Oman, who called her 
fclf Malt ha a-, offered him nine Books 3 
wherein, as fhe faid, the Fates and Reme¬ 
dies of the Romans were contain’d. 

—-’Tis certain that the Sibylline Books 
were offered to Tarquinius. 

The Tradition is, that the Oman Si- 
byll offered nine Books of her own Oracles 
to Tarquinius Trijcus, King of the Ro¬ 
mans 3 and that upon his Rejection of 


them fhe burnt two of them. 


nn j 


indor. o- x ht feventh Sibyll is the Cuman > whofe 
^.viTi.s, fSfaiue was Arndt haa ; who brought nine 

Books 
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Books to Tarquinius Trifcus , wherein the 
Roman Decrees [or Fates] were written— 
whofe Sepulchre ftill remains in Sicily. 

N. B. This Woman, who brought thefe 
Books to Tarquinius, does not appear to 
have been a known Prophetefs or Sibyll 
before $ but feeras to have been rather fo 
called afterward by the Romans, to gain 
her pretended Oracles Credit among them. 

So that this Hillory implies little more 
than that fome true Sibyll or Sib)Us were 
fo long ago famous among the Romans ;. 
and that their real Oracles were then of 
mighty Reputation with them. 

IV. 'The fame Writers do agree that 
this Copy of the Sibylline Oracles was 
fafely laid tip and concealed in the Capitol*, 
and never confulted but by peculiar Offi¬ 
cers ; and that only upon great Emergen¬ 
cies ., and by ’Direction of the Government. 

And the fame is true of the fecond Sibyl¬ 
line Copy 5 of which hereafter. 

This is fully proved by the following 
Te hi monies. 

Let us keep the Sibyll laid out of fight cicer.dt 
and conceal’d; that, according to the Tra- Divinar.i. 

diticnary Rule of our Fore-fathers s the 

very Books may not be read without the 

Order of the Senate. 

Tarquinius appointed two Citizens of Di°nyf. 
Charafbr for the keeping thefe Books: ^YpriL 

And 
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And ordered two other publiclc Perfons, as 
Attendants, to be joined with them i and 
fo committed the Cuftody of the Books to 
them, &c. Tarquinius caufed Marcus 
Attilius , one of the Duumviri , who ap¬ 
peared to have been unfaithful in the keep¬ 
ing the Sibylline Oracles, and was difco- 
vered by one of thofe publick Attendants, 
for a Parricide, to be fewed up in an 
Oxes hide, and thrown into the Sea. When 
the Kings were expell’d, the City under¬ 
took the Care of the Sibylline Books i and 
created very eminent Perfons for their 
Keepers. Thefe retain that Office du¬ 
ring their whole Lives 5 and are thereup¬ 
on free from all Burdens, both Military 
and Civil. It alfo added other publick 
Affiftants to them without whofe Pre¬ 
fence they themfelves were not permitted 
to infpeci: them. In ffiort, the Romans 
keep nothing of a religious or facred Na¬ 
ture fo carefully as they do the Sibylline 
Oracles. They make ufe of them upon a 
Decree of the Senate, if it any time hap¬ 
pens that the Common-wealth be difturb - 
ed, &c. 

Va ] eri King Tarquinius commanded that M. 

Max.Liy 7 ulltus the Duumvir ffiould be fewed up 

in a Sack, and thrown into the Sea,becaufe 
he had been fo far corrupted that he had 
given the Book that contain’d the Myfte- 

ries 
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ries of thofe facred Rites which concerned 
the Fublick, and had been committed to 
his Cuftody, to be tranfcrib’d by Tetroni- 
u$ Sabinas. 


Thefe three Books were laid up in the 
, and called Sibylline Books. And 
Quindecmviri 


Capitol 


Aul. Gell. 
ubi fupra. 


s> 


Dion* CaiT. 
LIV. f. 
$iz. 


as to an Oracle, when a publick Addrefs 
is to be made to the Immortal Gods for 
their Direction. 

Becaufe the Sibylline Verfes were al- 
raoft worn out by Age, Auguftus com¬ 
manded that the Pontifices fhould tran- 
fcribe them with their own Hands, that 
no body elfe might read them. 

The Verfes of all thefe ten Sibylls are Laftant, L 

common 5 excepting thofe of the Cumaan * 2 " 
whofe Books are concealed by the Romans . 

Nor do they think it lawful that they 
fhould be infpe&ed by any, but by the 


$2 


fhofe Volumes of the Cutnaan S'tbyll , DeiraDci 

_ _ - 


wherein the Roman Fates are contain’d 
are ftriftly conceal’d 5 but the Books of the 
reft are aimed: all of them no way forbidden, 
but may be made ufe of by every one. 

j" Seealfothe numerous Inftances of the ob¬ 
taining a Decree of the Senate before the Ca- 
pitoline Copy could be confuked, even by 
the proper Officers, in all the Roman HiRo- 
rians, to be cited prefently.-, in their frr- 

ouent: 





*4 



A Vindication of 

quent Accounts of fuch Matters: Which 
will make this Propofition indifputable.] 

Coroll, (i.) Since the Romans have no 
where publilhed any Parts of thefe Capito- 
line Oracles, they were none of them ever 
publickly known in the World by any. 
Nor could they therefore be quoted by 
the Ancients, as all other Books might be. 
And this Obfervation is for the main to 
be extended to the fecond Capitoline Copy, 
of which hereafter $ which was equally 
kept fecrct by the Romans , and that on 
the very fame Accounts alfo^ tho 5 it ha¬ 
ving been cclle&ed from feveral places its 
Contents could not be fo fully conceal’d. 

Coroll. (2.) ThePaffages that are anci¬ 
ently cited from known and publick Sibyl¬ 
line Oracles, either by Heathens, Jews, or 
Chr ftians, could not be cited direddy 

from the CapitolineCopies,which they ne¬ 
ver fav;-, but muftbe taken from feme other 
Sibylline Oracles, which were then known 
and publick in the World: Of which 
more hereafter. 

V. This Capitoline Copy did altogether 
belong to the Roman State 5 and , fo far as 
appears, contain'd only fuch ‘Predictions, 
Rules , or facred Rites as concerned the 
Roman idolatry and Super flit ion : Which 
is true alfo of the fecond Capitoline Copy-, 
of which hereafter . 


This 
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This is plain, as to both Copies, from 
the following Evidence. 

Let thefe Books be allowed for the Re- Cicer. de 
jefticn of old religious Rites, rather than Dlvinat ' 1 ' 
for the Introdu&ion of new ones. 


We have recourfe to thefe Books, and Var - <* c re 

ruftica. I. 

i. 


DionyfiHa*. 

licarn. 
Antiq, X. 

£ 

634 


that publickly, hill, after fo many Years 
when we are at a lofs to know what we 
ought to do, upon the appearance of any 

Prodigy. 

When ‘Publius Valerius Poplicola and 
C. Claudius Sabinus enter’d on their Con- 
fulate, the City was in the greateft Danger 
that it had ever been in before : Which 
arofe from Foreigners, who raifed intefline 
Seditions within the very Walls $ as the 
Sibylline Books did forewarn, and the Di¬ 
vine Tokens, the Year before, had por¬ 
tended. 

This Book contain’d the Myfteries of vaier.Mn-. 
thofe facred Rites which concern’d the ubl i>nus ' 
Publick. 

The Woman faid to Tarqninms, that Se . v , ub i 
the Fates and Remedies of the Romans priw- 

were contain’d in her Books. 

Arndt hi?, a brought nine Books to Tar- ifidor.uia 


■ • 


if* 


wherein the Roman ? r!US 


qumms r ; _ 

Decrees j - or hatesj wc. o v/a H'-.-o. 

But this Proportion is put pair deuct 
by the very frequent Accounts we have m 
the ancient Heathen Riftoriam _ of the 
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Contents of thefe Capitoline Copies, as al! 
along declared by the Officers that con¬ 
futed themj which do univerfally con¬ 
cern the Roman State, and the 'Pagan I- 
dolarry and Superftition therein practis’d, 
without any Exception; As the inquifitive 
Reader will find in the following Places; 
which for brevity I (hall only refer to up¬ 
on this Occafion. 

Cicer , de Divinat. I. 'De Verrin. ult. 
Tjionyj. Halicarn. Antiq. IV. VI; X. 

Liv , Decad. I. L. 2j 3? 4 1 ’ 5 > 7 > 

12. IV. L. 1, 5, 6, 7, 8, to. V. L. 2, 3 
Valer. Max. I. 8. Plin. Nat. Hifl.VlI. 35 
p. 5 6. XL 35-. p. 5-28. Tacit. Annal. I. p 
176. IV. p. XV. Pint. In Poplic. p. 108 
In Mb. Max. p. 176. Phlegon. in Longaw 
Aurel. Vi£t. in Claud. XXIV. De Vir. 11 - 


luffi XLVL Zofim. II. P . 669. Jul Capi¬ 
tol. in Gordian III. C. 2 6 . lire bell. Pol. in 
Gallien. C. 5. Macrob. Saturnal. I. q. 

However we have one Account of this 
Matter fo large and eminent in Vcpifcus , 
and in the Emperor Atirelian'% Letter to 
the Senate, preierv’d by him, that it high¬ 
ly d denes to befetdown at lengthy and 
is, I think, the fulled Paifage relating to 


the Capitoline Copy of the Si bylls that is 
now Extant in ail Heathen Antiquity^ 
Take it in the Hiitorian’s own Words. 
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In the midft of that Conflernation which Y°P ,fc - m , 
; |the Oevaftations of the Marconi anni had ^ 

wcaflon’d, there arofe terrible Sedi- 
iot'-s at Rome • and every one was afraid 
ft hat the fame Miferie? which had before 
appen’d under Gailienus , would happen 

S anniii. Upon which Account the Sibylline 
Books, which had done fo much publick 
gG 0 .id all along, were confulted^ and it 
owas found that Sacrifices ought to be of- 
|fl red in certain Places, which the barba¬ 
rous Nations would not then be able to 


k 


Spp.fs over. Fo conclude, what was en 


o' 


join’d was perform'd, with all Variety of 
\:- Ceremony: By which Means thofe barba¬ 
rous People were flopp’d, and Aurelia?1 
Itook them ah, as they draggled out in 


^Parties, and flew them. I think it proper 
■jto give you here an Account of the Form 
job that Decree of the Senate, whereby that 
jfkred Authority commanded thofe Books 
jlto be infpedted. On the third Day before 
-!the Ides of January , Ruloius Sabinas , the 
iCity Traitor, pronounc’d the Reference 
{thus: We refer to you, the Senators, the 
ibuggdlio ; of the Pontiflees, and the Let- 
Iters of Aurelian our Prince^ which or- 
: der an lulptdion to be made into thofe 
'Books of Fate, in which,by Divine Provi¬ 
dence, our Hopes of putting an end to this 
War are contain’d. For you are your 

& felveg 
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felves fenfible that they have ever been 
infpeded, when any confiderable Commo¬ 
tion has been among us$ and that the pub- 
lick Misfortunes did not ufe to ceafe ’till 
by their Authority the proper Sacrifices 
were offered. Upon which Ulpius Sylla- 
nus flood up, and fpake thus j We, Sena¬ 
tors, are too late in our Confultations for 
the publick Welfare: We have regard to 
thefe Injunctions on which our Fate de¬ 
pends, too late: We are juft like thofe fick 
Perfons who don’t call in the skilful Phy- 
ficians ’till the Cafe is almoft defperate; 
as tho’ they refolv’d to make their Condi¬ 
tion too hard for the belt PhyficiansCare; 
while yet it is fo much eafier to prevent, 
than to cure any Diftemper. For you can¬ 
not but remember that I have often faid 
in this Place, that the Sibylline Oracles 
ought to have been then confulted, the 
Bkflings of the Gods made ufe of, and the 
Divine Commands obeyed, when we firft 
heard that the Marcommani had made an E- 
ruption: While fome Perfons then refus’d to 
do fo-, and made it a very odious thing for 
me that! madefuch a Propofal: And while 
they rather chofe to flatter the Prince, as 
if his Valour and Condud: were fuch that 
there was no Occafion to confult the Gods 


the Cafe. 


As if any one were fo great 
le Worfhip of the Immortal 

Gods} 
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i oils 3 or would not rely upon their Di¬ 
lution. What need I aggravate their 
londuft? We have now heard thofevery 
Letters wherein the Prince defires the Help 

If the Gods.* Which Help it can never be 

iithonourable for the moft valiant Man to 
lepend on. Go to then, you that are { Pon~ 
mces j with Purity, with Sanftity, with 
feolinefs, with facred Veftments, and fa¬ 
ired Minds, go up into the Temple: 
liace your felves in your Seats of Honour; 
turnover the Books, with veiled Hands; 
Inquire what the eternal Decrees are as 
|) this City : Compofe a Hymn for the 
Ihildren of the Alliance. We, the Sena- 
|rs, will give Orders for the defraying the 
ixpences of the whole Solemnity, and for 
lie Ceremonies about the. Sacrifices3 and 
fill appoint Proceflions about the Fields, 
after this the greatefl part of the Senators 
lave their feveral Votes 3 which it would 
|;: tedious to relate. At laft, upon the Af- 
|nt that was given, of fome by the Signal 
of the Hands, and of others by that of the 
feet, and of the Majority by declaring 
iieir Confent in Words, the Decree of the 
Senate was made. Thereupon the Officers 
Concern'd went to the Temple 3 the Books 
iere infpected ; the Verfes declar’d ; the 
City purify’di the Hymn fung; thePro- 

Sefiion celebrated about the City 3 and a 

j B a Proraife 

* • 
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Prom i fe made for doing the fame about 


the Fields: And fo the whole Solemnity, 
which had been enjoin’d} was compleated, 

I he Emperor Aurelian’r Epifile to the 

Senate. 

I wonder at you, Holy Fathers, that 
you are fo long in the Deliberation about 
the opening of the Sibylline Books: As i 
your Debates were in a Church of the 
Chriftians, and not in a Temple dedicated 
to all the Gods. Make therefore no longei 
Delays; but affift your Prince, now he is 
in great Straits, on the pubJick Account 
by the Chaftity of your Tontifices , and 
your folemn Ceremonies. Let the Book 
be infpe&ed: What fhall thence appear fi 
to be done, let it be done. 1 offer any Ex 
pences. All forts of Captives, all Animal 
that are fit far Royal Authority to offer, 
i, in confort with my People, do willingly 
Offer. For it is not below any ones Dig 
nity to conquer by Divine Alliflance. So 1 




have Wars been begun-} fo have they bee 
put an end to by our Anceftors. 

Coroll. (i.) Since thefe pretended Sibyl¬ 
line Oracles, laid up in the Capitol, hand 
originally on no other Authority that 
one Woman’s Alfertion, or, at moft, as Ex¬ 
ported by fame Heathen Augurs j fine 

they were fo ftriftly concealed from all 

but 


tl 

U 


M 


< 

is 


>1 

i\ 


I 



the Sibylline Oracles. 

ut a few of the Heathen Priefts; fince 
heir pretended Contents did fo evidently 
end to confirm Pagan Idolatry and Poly- 
§heiftn ^ and fince they were never us’d but 
n Emergencies of the Pagan R>man State, 
nd upon the Diredion of the Pagan Ro¬ 
an Senate; there is great R.eafon tofuf- 
ed Itnpofition in the whole Matter: And 
hat thefe Oracles, of what Nature foever 
:hey were, or whence foever they were 
leriv’d, were no better than pious Frauds 
made ufe of to govern the Roman People 
ithal. 

Cor oil. (2.) The real Sibylline Oracles, 
b publick, fo famous, and fo much quoted 
Heathens, Jews and Chriftians, were 
ntirely different from thefe Capitoline pre¬ 
ended Oracles. This is mod evident from 
:very Character ^ the one were exceeding 
ncienr, the other inComparifon Modern j 
he one belong’d to all the World and its 
reat Events, the other only to the R.o- 
\nans i the one were for one God; theo- 
fher for many •, the one were againft IdoE- 


y i the other for it. 
ick.the other private. 


The one were pub- 
The one were for 
rue Piety, and Morality; the ocher for 
uperftition and Tricks of State. The 
contain’d Predidions of Events 
§n Providence, and the Affairs of true 
.eligionj and the other belong’d to the 
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Varro ap. 
Laftanr. 
•lbi prius. 
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fraall and petty Affairs of the Roman State 
in its political Concerns only: So that 
thofe who confound thefe two Sorts of O. 
racles together, as the Modern Criticlcs 
have generally done, proceed without any 
folid Foundation at all 5 nay rather in Con 
tradition to all the original Evidence in 
this Matter. 

N. B. That the original Angle Rom 
Copy was burnt with the Capitol, about 
Eighty Years before the Chriftian zyEra, 
This is generally attefted to by the Ancient] 
Authors •, and will be fully proved, by the 
way, under the next Propofition. See alfo 
tin. Nat. Hid. Vil. 33. Solin. Vlll. La 
Slant. I. 6, 

VI After the Capitol was burnt , th 
Romans, with great Care , made anotha 
Collection of Sibylline Oracles, from few 


9 


the new Capitol. 


ip fecretly 


This appears by the Evidence following] 
Varro, the mod Learned of the Ro¬ 
mans, fays'—That the number of the Si¬ 
bylline Books was augmented on the re¬ 
building of the Capitol 5 becaufe thof 
Books were fought for in, and collededf 

from all the Cities of Italy , both Latin 

* * 

and Greek-, and efpecialiy from Erythra ; 
and were brought to Rome, without any 
Regard to one Sibyll more than to another. 

fenejlella , 
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Veneftella , a moft diligent Writer, fpeak- !bld - 
ing of the ghiindecimvirt , fays, that after 
the rebuilding of the Capitol, C. Curio the 
Conful referred it to the Senate that Le¬ 
gates might be fent to Ery three , to feek out 
the Verfes of SibylU and bring them to 
Rome: And that accordingly R. Gabini- 
us , M. Oclacilius , and L. Valerius were 
fent on that Errand 5 and brought about a 
thoufand Verfes5 fuch as had been tran- 
fcrib’d by private Perfons, to Rome : And 
we have already Ihew’d that Varro gives 
the fame Account. 

Now Feneftella relates that Legates were De iraDci. 
fent by the Senate to Erythra , to bring c “■ 
the Books of that Sibyll to Romes and that 
the Confuls Curio and OBavius took care 
they (hould be laid up in that Capitol 
which Q. Catulus had lately rebuilt. 

In the 173d Olympiad, when the Capi- 
tol was burnt) whether by Treachery, as iv. 
fome fuppofe, or by Accident, ’tis uncer- p- >-■ 
tain 5 thefe Books were, among the other 
Things devoted to God, confum'd by Fire. 

For as to thofe that now remain, they 
have been brought from a great many 
Places5 fome from the Italian Cities^ fome 
from Ery three in Afia^ whither the Le¬ 
gates were fent at the Senate’s Decree to 
get Tranfcripts $ and others from other 
Cities, fo as they had been tranfcrib’d by 

B 4 private 
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private Perfons: Among which fome fpu- 
rious Verfes did appear: Being difcover’d 
to be fuch by thofe that are (filed Acro- 
flicks. Now in this I do but follow the 
authentick Account of Terentius Varro, 
whofe Narration it is, in his Treatife of 
‘Divine Matters. 

Tadt, vp When the Capitol had been confum’d 
P-by Fire, in the Social War, the Verfes of 
St by Ik were (he one (ingle Perfon or many, 
had been fought for at Samos , and Ilium, 
and Erythra $ nay in Africa alfo, and Si¬ 
cily, and the Greek Colonies in Italy $ and 
it was committed to the Priefls to diftin- 
gui(h, as exadly as they were able, which 
were really Genuine among them. Upon 
which this new Book was reftrr’d to the 
Judgment of the flhiindecimviri ; for their 
Opinion about it. 

A 1 , 3 . Every one of thofe Countries and 
Cities whither the Romans fent for their 
Collection, appears (fill, by the mod ur> 
fufpe&ed Parts of our prefent Copie s, to have 
been particularly concern’d in the S'bylls 
PrediftioiiS} and were therefore the mod 
likely Places to fiad them in 5 as the Rea¬ 
ders will eafily obferve upon the Compa- 
rifon. So that thofe Parts of our Copies 
are probably much the fame with the Cc? 
pies which were allow’d for the mod Ge- 

• 3 * * 
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imine at, this time by the Romans , about 
Eighty Years before our Saviour was born. 
| VII. The fecond Capitoline Copy was 

I not a compleat Co lie hi ion of all the famous 
Sibylline Oracles then known in the 
World} hut a felehi Number only of fuch 
as the Roman Church and State approv'd 
of, as Genuine , or Authentick, or for their 
|l furpofe : And fill all other fuch Oracles 
I were admitted or ref illed as the Ponti- 
Ifices, the Senate , or the Emperors deter - 
\ min'd ever afterward. 

| This Propofition is of great Confe- 
jquencej and is fully dernonftrated by the 
] Obfervations and Teftimonies following. 

| Thus we have feen that ‘Dionyfius of 
| Halicarnajfus declares, from Varro him- 
ifelf, that foine of the Verfes brought by 
j the Roman Legates to fupply the place of 
j the old Copy were fuppos’d to be Spuri- 
■j ous} and were difcover’d not to agree to 
j their old Copy by the Acrofticks. 

! Thus alfo we have feen from Varro , So- 
i limes, Lahiantius , Servius , Suidas, and 
j Isidore, that there u ? as only one of the 
; many Si by It’s Oracles lodg'd in the C .p : - 
Col; While 'tis evident thofe of the reit 
' v/ere current every where in the World at 
the fame time. 

Thus alfo Tacitus has ailur’d us, that 
the Priefts were particularly concern'd in 

making 
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making a Judgment which Verfes were 
genuine, or approv’d 5 and which fpurious, 
or rejected, before they were receiv’d into 
the fecond Capitoline Copy. Hear alfo 
fome other PafTages of Antiquity relating 
to this Matter. 

Quintfilian, the Tribune of the People, 
referr’d it to the Senate what was to be 
done about that Sibylline Book which Ca. 
ninius Gallus , the Quindecimvir> infilled 
ought to be received among the others of 
that Sort 5 and who had requefted a De¬ 
cree of the Senate for that Purpofe j which 
Decree he, upon the Queftion, had ob¬ 
tain’d. But Cafar [Tiberius \ wrote a 
Letter to blame theTribune, in home mea- 
fure, as too young to be well acquainted 
with the ancient Cuftom in fuch a Cafe. 
He upbraided him that, notwithftanding 
his Ignorance in this fort of Knowledge, 
and in fuch facred Matters, he had propo- 
fed Verfes of an uncertain Original, before 
the Opinion of his Collegues was known $ 
and even without the Perufal and Appro¬ 
bation of the Magi/tri, to the Senate it 
felf; and this at a time when there were 
but a few Senators prefent. Moreover, he 
put him in mind that Augujlus, on account 
of the great number of fpuriousVerfes that 
were then afcribed to the celebrated Name 
of the Sibylls , had ordain’d that within a 

certain 
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certain number of Days all fuch pretended 
Pieces fhould be carried to the City Tra- 
tor$ and that none ought to have them at 
their Homes. 

O&avius , after the Death of Lepidus , 
took upon him the Office of Tontifex 
Maximus; which while the other was a- 
live he never ventur’d to deprive him of. 
He got together from all Parts and burnt 
above two thoufand Prophetick Books, 
in Greek and Latin 5 even all that were 
current of that Sort, whofe Authors were 
unknown, or of fmall Authority 5 retain¬ 
ing only thofe of the St by Us •, and this not 
without fele&ing fome and rejeding o- 
thers. Thofe that he admitted he lodg’d 
in two golden Cafes, under the Pedeftal of 
Apollo on the Mount Talatine. 

A certain Oracle alfo, afcrib'd to the 
Sibyll, mightily affected Men; tho’ it did 
not belong to any other time of the City, 
but to the prefent, [when Dion wrote.] 
The Words were thefe; ‘ When thrice three 
e hundred Tears are over , an inteftine Se- 
' ‘ dition and Sybaritick Rage Jhall dejlroy 
‘ the Romans. Tiberius upon this began 
to raife a Scandal upon them, as if they 
wcre^ fpurious 5 and gave Order that ail 
Prophetick Books ffioutd be infpeftedj that 
thofe among them that appear’d to be ufe- 

iefs Ihould be condemned 5 and that the reft 
fhould be retain’d. 

Above 
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Above all the People were affrighted by 
the Confideration of an Oracle which was 
fung about in the Da vs of 1 therms , and 
was this 5 That after thrice three hundred 
Tears were gone-, an internal Sedition 
jhonld defiroy the Romans, And when, to 
comfort them, Nero fa id that ths.fe Verfes 
were not to be found any where, The People 
thereupon fang another Verfe, as really be¬ 
longing to one of the Sibylls, which was 
this i 7he la.fi of the Poferitv of AEneas 
that (hall reign fhall be one that will fay 
his Mother. 

VIII. It appears probable that all the 
Capitoline Verfes , in both its Copies, were 
Acrofticks, in a peculiar Senfe or that 
the fir ft Verfe of every Oracle was made 
up of the firjt Letters of the clip inti Verfes 
thmfelvcs , contain'd in that Oracle. 

This Propofition depends on the Tefti- 
monies of Cicero , and Dionyfitis of Bali - 
car naff us • the former of which affirms, 
‘ That the Sibylline Verfes in the Capitol 
‘ could not be deriv’d from an Enthufia- 
* flick Rage, as was commonly faid$ be- 
c caufe of that fort of Poetry call’d Aero- 
‘ fticky which is when the fir ft Letters of 
£ the Verfes were connected together, after 
‘ the manner of fome of thofe Ennian 
« Poems, which Ennius compos’d) which 

‘ muft 
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e muff for certain be the Effeft of a confi- 
* derate, and not an Enthufiaflick Mind. 
‘ Accordingly, in the Sibylline Books eve- 
‘ ry Poem has its firft Verfe made up of 
{ the firft Letters of every diftinft Sen- 
‘ tence therein. And the latter, as we 
have juft now feeti, affirms, ‘ That the 
‘ Romans difcover’d fome pretended Sibyl- 
‘ line Verfes not to be genuine, or agreea¬ 
ble to thofe of the firft Copy, by thofe 
‘ Verfes which are ftilcd Acrofttcks. As 

if the Romans pretended to have fome way 
preferv’d or recover’d the original fingle 
Acrojlicks which contain’d the firft Let¬ 
ters of the feveral Verfes, and made ufe of 
them to difcover the genuine Verfes or 
Poems themfelves thereby, after the firft 
Copy had been burnt. Nor is it eafie to 
put any good Senfe upon the Words of 
Cicero and Dionyjius , two of the moft au- 
thentick Witneffes, without this Hypo- 
thefis. 

Corollary. ‘Tis therefore ftiil more evi¬ 
dent that thefe Capitoline Copies were in- 
tirely different from thofe famous and pub- 
lick Oracles which were all along quoted 
by the Ancients-, fitice not one of thefe 
latter fort of Quotations have ever the 
leafl fign of fuch Acrojlick Verfes, as thefe 
Authors mention j and but one or two of 
the Ancients cite any fort of the Sibylline 

Acrojlicks 
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Acrojlicks at all 5 and the Copy fo cited is 
grofly fpurious, and never mention’d ’till 
the fourth Century it felf; as we fhall fee 
more fully hereafter. 

IX. One of the principal things, and 
what we have the beft Evidence for , as 
truly contain'd in the Capitoline Oracles , 
was a ‘PrcdiElion that the Romans could 
not conquer the Parthians> without fetting 
over themfelves a King. 

This is plain from the following Tefti- 
monies. 

The Interpreter of the Sibylline Books, 
[Cotta the Quindecimvir ] had a falfe Re¬ 
port fpread of him lately, as if he inten¬ 
ded to move to the Senate, that ‘ If we ex- 
‘ petted Safety and Deliverance, we mull: 
4 give him \Julius Cafar ] the Title of 
4 King, who had really the Regal Power 
* over us already. If there be fuch a Pre¬ 
diction in thofe Books, to what Man, and 
to what Time does it belong? For he that 
compos'd it was cunning in leaving the 
Men and the Times indefinite 5 that what¬ 
ever fhould happen it might appear agree¬ 
able to his Prediction. 

Let us ufe our Intereft with the proper 
Officers that they produce any thing elfe 
out of thofe Sibylline Books, rather than 
what concerns a King 3 fince neither the 

Gods 
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ods nor Men will ever endure a King at 

'otne any more. 

Lentulus himfelf affur’d me, that from 
he Sibylline Books, and the Refponfes of 
he Arufpices it appear’d, he was the very 
|hird Cornelius , to whom the Regal Power 
|nd Empire over this City muft of necef- 
lty devolve-, and that there had been ac- 
oraingly two Cornelii before him, vis. 
l Cma & Sulla. See Flor. IV. i. 


S* 


In Catilia. 

III. 


j Lucius Cotta , 


Qmndecimvir 


It the next Meeting of the Senate to move, 
fcecaufe in the Books on which the 
iRoman Fate depends there was this Paf- 
lage, That the Parthians could not be con - 
\ ?'d but by a King , that therefore Cafar 

Iflould have the Title of King. 


Sueton.ia 
Jul.Cfef. 
L' XtX. 



Thofe that fought the Regal Honour PJut. in a 

Csefar. p. 

73 


Cafa 


ans might be fubdu’d by the Romans if 
fthey had a King to Command them$ and 
fthat otherwife they could never be fub- 
Idued. 


There was a Rumour, whether true, or Dion.Caf. 

fuch Stories frequently XLIV,p ' 

n * a _ 1 J 2 +7' 


(as 


happen to be -J that thofe Pr lefts who were 
call’d the Quindecimviri did commonly af¬ 
firm, that the Sibyll faid, The Parthians 
could not be overcome but a King . 

N. B. I here diftinguilh this pretended 
Prediftion of a King that was to be fet o- 
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ver the Romans only, and that in order to 
the Corqueft of the "Parthians, which be¬ 
longs to the Capitoline Sibyll-, fr^m that 
moie famous,univeifa!, and conftant Tra¬ 
dition or Predi&on of a King that was to 
fpring from the Eaft , and from Judea , to 
govern the World* deriv’d 'from the o'her 
Ini) v Ilian Oracles, as the fcvenl Cir- 
cumftances of each Prediction does require. 
Bur of this latter Cafe we fhal! treat more 
largely hereafter. 

N. 8 . Hence arifes another ftrong Ar¬ 
gument for the difference between the fe- 

cond Roman , and the prefent sibylline O- 
racies. For this Oracle about the Tarthu 
ms, which is almoft the only one we ha\^ 
great Authority for as really contain’d in 
that Capitoline Copy, is not at all con¬ 
tained in the prefent Oracles. Nay indeed 
the intire Nature of all the prefent Books 
will hardly permit us to funpofe that any 
fuch Prediction as that couid ever have be¬ 
long’d to them. 

N. B. It will be here proper to produce 
thofe other Reafons I formerly promifed 
for that Sufpicion, that the Capitoline 
Sibylls were not fincerely dealt; with •, but 
were us’d by way of pious Fraud, for the 
better Management of the People. Now 
one of thefe we have from Cicero’s Words 
already cited, where he fays, ‘ Let us ufe 

‘ our 
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* our Intereft with the proper Officers, D 
< that they produce any tiling elfe out of nat ' * 
‘ thofe Sibylline Books, rather that what 
i concerns a King. As if by fufficient In- 
tereft and Application they could have 
irhat was for their Turn pro ffic’d or con¬ 
ceal’d in fuch Cafe c . A fecond Reafon is 
1 

fifible, from the following remarkable Paf- 
; in Tbion CtJJhs 5 efpecialiyas compar’d 
frith another of Qc. ro . Dion’ 


s Words 




£re thefe: £ hi the beginning of the fol- l.xxxij 


i lowing Ycai 
* was on the 


7 


\ _ 

*. with Thunder, by the God?. This Acci- 

* dent occalion’d fome delay in the Refiiru- 

\ tion of 'Ptolemy. For when the Sibylline 

IBooks were confulted, they found this 

r written in them^ “ If the King of Egypt 

T comes, and wants your Affiflancc.; do 

| ( not deny him your Friendship i but 

j { however don’t jou fend him any c o;> 

•V fiderable number of Succours: For if you 

do, you will have great Troubles and 

t Dangers. ‘ThePeople being furpriz’d at 

•] the Exadnefs of the Coincidence of the 

| prefent Conjundurewith the Oracle, al> 

| rogated all they had decreed, at the In- 

fiance of Cuius Cato the Tribune of the 

S People. Such was the Oracle: And by 

? this Means of Cato it was that it was mads 

/ publick among theP. opie: (Fur it was not 

C lawful 
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‘ lawful, without a Decree of the Senate, to 
c pubiifn before them any of the Sibylline 

. .. _ A J 


■; 

e 


n 

Ci 


fraidit fhouldbefup 


- prelVJ. To prevent which he drew the 
Pridxsont before the AfTembly^andthere 


«• Kt 

Ls 


■.tore the Senate could make any Decree 
6 about it, comnellVi them to declare it 

? i 

‘ For they prefs’d it V much the more as ii 
5 fftemed to be more difagreeable to their 
‘ Laws, &c. And Cicero, in one of hisfami 
, j, Ep 4, liar Epiliiesj confeiles, 5 That the Peopl] 

‘ were themfeives fufpicious that the; 
‘ were impos’d 051 under Pretence of Re 
‘ ligion in this very Matter; Nor is wha 
I'criulhcn hints at very improbable; viz 


That tee ‘Vagans took advantage of the grea 
Efkem the real Sibylline Oracles had evej 
been ip, and did therefore procure or per 
rnit counterfeit Oracles under that facre 
Name; and ufed not a few of their Word 
therein for the fupport of that Worlhip 0! 

-«* k V t * «• r“V O • • % • It 


Ad Nation, (jjus Vocabuia 'Damonionim Vatibus M 


p. 76 


l¥ho! 


ft c 


belong to the Demons, are his remarkabl 

Words to the ‘Vagans in this Cafe. 

NJ 
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i N. B. The fecond Capitoline Copy of 

fthe Sibylline Oracles was all along made 
fule of by the Heathen Governors of Rome 
j’rill the Days of Conjlantine 3 and was not 
jdeftrcy'd ’till the time of Honorius 3 when 
\Stilicho burnt it. This Ohfervation is 
jvery plain from what has been already pro« 
jvedj as to its continued ufe by the Hea¬ 
then Emperors and Senate all along 5 and 
it he time of its Period from the known 
jWords of Claudius Rumatiantis the Poetj icincrar n. 
(who dirediy affirms that Stilicho burnt it. 

] N. B. Since the firft writing of this Ef» 
jfay I have perufed the very Learned and 
l nd uftnou? Fabric ins ’s D ifcourfe about thefe Bibliotheca 

iOracles a, and find meft of the foregoing L.'TcUjt 
jObfervations about the Capitoline Copy n.'p.Uj- 
made to my Hand by him. And I cannot 2 3 '‘ 
deny that he has treated of this Subjed 
with better Judgment than any I have met 
with: Tho’ for want of the principal Ob- 
fervations about the genuine Sibylls that are 
jto follow, he was no way able to clear that 
Inioft important part of this Subj-d* but 
[for the Main was neceffuated to leave it in 
[the fame Obfcurity in which he found it, 
j Thus much concerning tile Spurious or 
j Roman Sibylline Oracles. 1 now proceed 
(to the genuine ones, which belong to the 
whole World, 

! C 2 


X. The 
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X. The prefent Copy of the Sibylline 
Oracles, as they are now Extant in eight 
intere Books , es not, in general , the fame 
with that which was Extant before and 
at the firft times of Chriftianit)but verj 
different from it. 

This indeed is fo very 
fijrht to any one that perufes the prefent 
intire Coik&ion of Sibylline Oracles, with 
any .tolerable degree of Sagacity aud Ob- 
fervatiotiy and is now fo univerfally own’d 
by ail the Learned, that I can hardly think 
it worth while to demonftrate the fame 

operoufiy in this place. Even our worthy 
Countryman Sir JoknFloyer hmifelf, who 

has gone farther towards allowing the Au¬ 
thority of the prefent eight Books than he 
will ever perfuade any Learned and Judi¬ 
cious Perfons to follow him, dares not go 
fo far: But is forced to confefs fome Parts 
to be fpuriousj and the reft fo altered and 
managed by his fuppofed Tranflators, as 
to be now not a little different from the 
Ordinals themlelves. Bur to come to Par- 

* J m * 

ticuiars, and to proceed in our propofed 
Order of Propofitions. 

XI. The firft , fecund y mo ft of the fifth, 
the fixthy [eventhy and eighth of the pre • 
jent bibyiiine Books are mfupported by in¬ 
ternal Marks of genuine Writings $ and 

external left monies from ancient ® nota¬ 
tions, 


plain at firft 
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[lions. Nay they have commonly direffi 
] Marks of Forgery upon them . 

; This remarkable Obfervation, which I 
I owe in great part to a Learned Friend, 

' who has conftantly affifted me in this Ef- 
: fay, appears to be true by the following 
Evidence. 

The firft and fecond Books are plainly 
of a Piece^ and are little other than an 
auk ward Epitome of feverai Parts of the 
iHiftory of the Bible-, and almoft as evi¬ 
dently taken from it as any other fuch A- 
bridgment now among us,- with the very 
Names of the Perfons, and Circuraftancrs 

A __ _ 

iof the Fads. The Author owns (lie had 
Teen a Whore, effeminate, wicked, and in¬ 
famous; She fays (he was with Noah in 
;the Ark, and nearly related to him: As 
jlhe alfo does in the fpurious Additions to 
jthe third Bock. Yet does (he ufe that 
[Greek Language that was not then in the 

jWorldj andfomeof thofeparticular Phrafes 

;of it which came not in ’till many Ages 
jafterward: l mean crz*Goenov yu 

j Accethf Ton Jhull laugh the Sardoman 

'daughter: dLw [dywh ] The I- 

ifelaffick Age or Game-, nor had Iheophi - 
'has of Antioch thefe two Books in his 
Copy, becaufe he fays the Proem, which 

belongs to the third Book, was 

nningoi the Oracles: ISLr does ei- 

C % ther 
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tiler of thefe Books appear to have been 


ever 


J 

or Chriftian/till the very fourth Century it 
felf: as will be evident hereafter: I mean 
from that Catalogue of thofe ancient Qj 
rations which (hall be added at the end of 
this Book. So that none ought to pretend 
that either of thefe Books were Parts of 
the ancient and genuine Sibylline Oracles, 
The greateft part of the fifth Book is, it 
muft be allow’d, in good Meafure, of a< 
nother Genius from thofe two: And its 
Stile and Contents have a better Pretence! 
to Antiquity. But then, it fo evidently 
gees over the feveral Roman Emperors atj 
fir ft, ’rill the Antonines , with the Plain' 
nefs of an Hiftorian, rather than the Ob 
feurity of aPiophetefs: As good as naming 
every Emperor in Order: And the Author 
fo exprefly con ft ft es that the faw the De- 
ilru&ion of the Econd Temple, either of 
Vefta, or of Jernfalan, that thofe Paris 
at ieaft of this Book can have fmall Pro 
fence to be genuine: Efpecially while the 

fame Parts of this Book that have thofe 
Marks of being Spurious do never appear 
to have been quoted by any of the Anci¬ 
ents neither; as will be feen in due Place, 
Whether fomc other lets exceptionable 
Pans of this, and indeed feme other Booksi 
shout the Deftrunions and D.folations of 

Countries 
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iCountries and Cities, which yet are not, 
■that we find, quoted by any of me Anci¬ 
ents, may not aifo be genuine, 

.certainly determine. Only beraufe th-.-ir 
Authority is more doubtful, I (hail rot in¬ 
sert them among the more certainly ge¬ 
nuine Oracles, for want of fuifteie-it Evi¬ 
dence for them. 


The fixth, which is now rattier a Frag 
ment than an intire Book, is fo vifibiy a 


fhort but very ftrange Account of Chrift’s 


'Birth, Baptifm, Miracles, Death, and fe¬ 
cund Advent, with their particular Cir- 
■'cumftances; and that with the mention of 
Ch rift’s two ‘Parts or Natures ^ That He 
is the firjt God of the firfi Fire > and His 
■Son begotten by a Hove, the Spirit > and 
with an Apoftrophe to that Happy Wood 
'on which God was extended, , that one 
would rather imagine fome ftrange Em.hu- 
Tiaftick Heretick than any true Sibyl! muft 
1 have been the Author of it. Nor is there 
the leafc fign of its being quoted by any 
’till the fourth Century, 

The feventh Book, which is afmall one 5 
befides fome Claufes about the Deflation 
and Deftruftion of Cities and Countries, is, 
for the reft, much of aPiece with the fixth. 
It mentions a God whom the Spirit wajhedm 
Jordan three times who was made a Lord 


Word of 
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pure Spirit', that he took a Body and a- 

that Heaven made three great 
'Sowers for him-, in which Heaven the 
good Mothers of God, Hope , 'Piety and 
Religion , do now inhabit: As aSfo fuch an 
unaccountable Prayer at a very ftrange Sa- 
:rifice therein mention'd* with other odd 


C’ 



ajugts, and the Authors Acknowledg¬ 
ment that Hie had been an Harlot, and ex¬ 
ceeding wicked her fclf, that 1 cannot but 
think the fame Eurhufiaftick Heretick was 
the Writer of both thefe Books. Nor is 
there, that 1 find, the jc afl Footfteps of any 
equations from that Book ’till the fourth 


Aye. 

The eighth or laft Book is a large one, 
and befides that part which is of the Defla¬ 
tions of Cities and Countries, is of all the 
reft mod vilibly Spurious, nay after the 
Reign of Adrian, whom it ahnoft direfitly 
names, and his three Succtlfois. It is, in 
inert, to ail its latter Branches, with its 
Appendages, and particularly the famous 
Acrojhck, fo plainly taken from the Hi- 
fiery of C hr ill’s Life, and Miracles, and 


c. 

c 


offerings, and of all Things belonging to 
him, pur into rise future Teufe, after that 
PL ft r ) was every where known, that fo 
grefs and fboirlh a Pretence to Antiquity 
was hardly ever made before. For to pafs 

lit eft prediction that Rome fliouid 


ft V i 


bo Uii 


continue 
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'continue but 94.8 Years in all, which 
ip rov’d utterly falfe, any one may almoft 
|as wifely believe that Virgil wrote his pre¬ 
tended Prophetick Account of the Pofteri- 
ty of t yEneas, and of the Romans , before ^neid.VL 
;any of the Events had fallen our, as that 
the Author of this Book wrote the like 
pretended Prophetick Account of our Savi¬ 
our, his Adions, and Sufferings before he 
was born. Nor is there any fure Pretence 
to any ancient Citations from this Book ’till 
the fourth Century. 

N. B. Befides thefe fix, for the main, 
fpurious Books, there are two Branches of 
the Third which feem to be fpurious alfo: 

The firfl: of which appears to call Samaria, 
by the Name of Sebaftia , which is not el- 
; der than the Days of Auguflus'. The fecond 
Teems to be taken partly from the Heathen 
, Fables, and partly from the JewiJhWxftoiy $ 
jbcfides a very firange Conclufion: None of 
which are ever quoted by the Ancients. 

Thefe therefore I cannot vouch for, and 
have accordingly omitted them all in the 
Body of the Oracles. Only I have added 
'the firfl Part by it felf, as not certainly 
fpurious; and as feeming to me fo remark¬ 
able an Account or Predidion of Simon 
Magus , and his Followers the old Here- 
ticks, with their SuccefTor the great Anti¬ 
dirift himfelf, ’till the very Times of rheir 

Deflru= 





4i 


A Vindication of 

Deftru&ion, as is very agreeable to the 
facred Prophecies of the Jews and Chrifli- 
ans, and to the pari Hiftory of the Church 
alfo. 

N, B. Lactantius-, in the fourth Centu« 
ry, is the firft Author now extant who ap¬ 
pears to have had a Copy of the Sibylline 
Oracles very like the prefent. And it does 
indeed appear by his Quotations out of the 
from , the Acroftick it felf, and out of 
every one of the prefent eight Books, that 
he had fuch a Copy. Only it feems by his 
own Words, when he had been giving an 
Account from Varro of ten Sibylls, funt 
ftngulanm finguli Libr'h every one of them 
has a Book to her Jhare> that they were 
then parted into ten Books. Which Par¬ 
tition our prefent Copies would well enough 
admit of at this Day. 

N. B. ft does alfo appear by Lablanti- 
ns’s following exprefs Words, §)ui quia 
Sibylla nomine inferibunttir unius ejfe ere- 
duntur: funtque confufi 5 nec difeerni , as 
fmirn cuiqui ajftgnari got eft * nifi Ery three ee: 
Sec. i. e. Ihofe feveral Books , becaufe they 
are pub lifted in the Name of the Sibyll, are 
believ'd to belong to one only j and they are 
in fuch THforder that they cannot be di- 
Jiinguifdd , nor each Book ajfignd to its 
proper Author ; excepting that belong to 
the Erythraean Sibyll, &c. I fay it appears 
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jby tliefe Wore!?, that LaSlantins’ s Copy 
jw?.s not more explicit than ours at this 
pay, as to the d I ft in ft Authors of the feve- 
jal Books of the Sibylline Oracles. Nor 
’does he quote any by its Authors Name but 
the Proem, and third Book 5 which Book 
■having the Author’s Name in it, it is no 
■wonder that it was by him quoted as be* 
longing to the moll: famous, or Erythraean 
\Sibyll. 

, N. B. As to the Aero flick in the eighth 
■iBook, ’ImS$ Xp«5*05, ©sS T10V, 2 a) 7 ^, 2 t<zu- 
Jejus ChriJU the Son of God, the Sa- 
ivmr, the Crofs. It does appear, as well 
'by his quoting one of its Verfes with an 
Initial Letter which breaks the order of 
the whole $ as by his never faying one Syl¬ 
lable of any fuch Acroftick at all among 
them 5 while yet he quoted four of its 
Verfes, as alfo by its abrupt Beginning, 
land that vifible Diforder which is among 
them, that the Verfes themfelves were not 
.indeed wanting in his Copy, but that they 
were not then put into that Order which a- 
,lone makes them an Acroftick: And that 
‘by Confequence the ranging them in that 
peculiar Manner is rather later than even 
’ the Days of Laciantius himfelf, or than 
: the beginning of the fourth Century. 

N. B. Tho’ fome are willing to fup- Tertul! de 
>■ pofe that Tertullian in thofe Words of his, Bapnf- ' 

Nos m0, b 
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NosTifciculi j fecundum IX 0 TN noftrun 
Jefum Chrijluntt in aqua nafcimur we lath 

fijhes are born in Water following tk 
Steps of Chrift our Fifty or of him whole 
Charader is Jefus Chrifl the Son of Gol 
the Saviour, of which the initiaLJLettersput 
together compofe the Greek Word which 
fignifies a Fift: Tis, I fay, hence fuppofed 
that this Paflage has relation to this A- 
croftick $ yet is this Conjedure founded up¬ 
on no certain Argument at all. And fince 
there is not the lead other Evidence of this 
Antiquity s and fince the contrary is much 
more probable, viz. That this choice oi 
Verfes for an Acroftick was afterward made 
to fit them to that long before famous Cha- 
ra&eriftick of Chrift, IX 0 T 2 , as a com¬ 
pendium of the whole Charader $ I con¬ 
clude that we have not fufficient Reafon to 
believe this Acroftick, as fuch, to be near 
fo ancient at Tertullian: tho’ we may in¬ 
deed hence probably enough Conjedure 
that this Tent ad of Words, and its Abridg¬ 
ment in Letters, was then famous among 
fome Chriftians. 

XII. ‘I he Proeme, with the great eft 
part of the third , all the fourth , and a 
fmall Branch of the fifth Book of the pre- 
fent Copies , appear , by great Evidence , to 
be genuine j and in a manner the very fame 
Grades which the Heathen before , and 

j oiephus 
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the Jewj with the Heathen and 


hrifttans of the three fir ft Centuries after 
1 thrift fo frequently cited , and fo generally 
'deem'd as divinely infpired. 

\ This is plain, not only by the want of 
any internal Characters that (hould deter¬ 
mine them to be fpurious, but by their fo 
pell correfponding with the ancient De¬ 
scriptions of the Sibylhne Oracles 5 by the 
Light they give to a vaft number of anci- 
ient Traditions, Notions, and Expe&ations, 
jnotto be deriv’d but from them* and by 
ii|he numerous and plain Citations made 
from the true Oracles in Antiquity, and 
[flow almoft all found in thefe Books at this 
’very Day. 

j Thus we (hall fee anon that the Proeme, 
tor Dehortation from Idolatry, is no other 
than the Proeme of the third Book, and 
jis all fet down by Iheophilus of Antioch ; 
whence indeed what we have of it feems 
jto be taken. It feems alfo to have been 
cited or referr’d to by St. Taul himfelf, as 
mention'd, from an elder Author, by Cle- 
dnent of Alexandria. It is alfo quoted by 
I Juft in Martyr , by Clement of Alexandria 
llix times, and once under the Name of an 
.jj Hebrew Prophetefs 5 and out of him by 
Eufebius s and laftiy fix or feven times by 
Lafiantitts alfo: And that commonly un¬ 
der the Name of the Erythrean Sibyll 

■ And 
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And it mufl be own’d that its Contents and 
Stile {hew it to be an excellent and an an* 
cient part of the Sibylline Oracles. 

Thus alfo we fhali find, that the greatefl 
part of the third Book is cited or referr’d 
to by VarrOi and that from Apollodorus, a 
more ancient Author, by ‘Diodorus Siculus , 
by Solinus, and that from Boccus [or Boc- 
thus] a more ancient Author, by 'Taufa* 
%ias, under the Name of Hier ophite, [the 
j Erythraean Sibyll ,] by Virgil at large, by 
Tacitus, by Suetonius, by Jofephus the 
Jew, and out of him by Eufebtus, by Ju- 
(tin Martyr, by Theophilus of Antioch , by 
Clement of Alexandria , by Athenagoras , 
by Tertttllian , and laftly by Labi ant ins no 
lefs than twelves times, and that generally 
under the fame Name of the Erythrean Si¬ 
byll; which is alfo hinted towards the con- 
clufion of the prefent Copy of this Book. 
Nor are there any Chronological Chara¬ 
cters to the contrary within the compafs of 
fuch Farts as we here publifh for genuine, 
So that we have the moil undoubted Evi- 
dence for the authentick Nature of the 
main part of the third Book. 

Thus alfo we fhali prove that the fourth 
Book, even as it now hands intire, is cited 
or referr’d to by the Apoflolical Conftitu* 
tions themfelves, and, if there be no mi- 
flake of the one for the other, by Clement 

of 
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f Rome in his Epiftle to the Corinthians, 
s mention’d in an ancient Author, (for we 
fiave not the Epiftle compleat,) by Strabo 
•twice, tho’ without naming it, by Taufa- 
kias thrice, by ‘Plutarch twice, by Dion 
Coffins, by J tiffin Martyr, by Clement of 
\jlexandria thrice, by Tertullian twice, 
land by Laffantius alfo fix times, tho’ ne- 
iver under the Name of any particular St¬ 
iff'll. And the Stile and Contents of this 
iBook are fo agreeable to Antiquity, without 
| the pretence of any Chronological Chara- 
Afters to the contrary, in any parts of it, 

| that I look on it as the tnoft uncorrupt and 
■junqueftionable Book of the whole Colle- 
: ftion now extant. 

Thus alfo we (hall fnew that that 
fmall part of the filth Book which is here 
i taken in, is quoted cr refer’d to by Soli- 
! nils , by Plutarch, and by Clement of A- 
\ Itxandria thrice, if not alfo by once Ter» 

't tuition $ which Citations or References be- 
: longing to Branches of this Book which 
•; have no Characters of later Date in the 
: Chronology, Stile, or Contents, do fuffici- 
' ently atteft to their genuine Authority alfo. ciem. 

N. B. Clement of Alexandria cites this Pro- 
Branch of the fifth Book as belonging to p ' 
: the farce Sibyll with the fourth. 


N. 


p 

as 


That the genuine Parts, here 
pubiilh’d for fuen, contain near a thoufand 

Which is about that very Num- 

her 
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i 

ber which Fenefiella fays the Romans-, 
brought Home upon their fcarch after the 
burning of the Capitoline Copy. As if 
they rook Care to imitate the genuine O- 
r?C' • in the largenefs as well as Pretend- 
Oi ‘ -'"th k fame at that time. 

O—ilaty (i.) The CompiJer or Com- 
pil I.-- i.'t the prefent Coiledion of the Si- 
byi'.me Oracles did therefore corrupt them 
by adchtion offpurious Parts and Books af¬ 
terward, and not by direCt Alteration, or 
particular Interpolation of them. For as 
the gamine Parts do now mainly lye to* 
gether, fo does it appear by the ancient 
Citations that thofe Parts are ftiil true and 
uncorruptj any farther, I mean, than what 
the citing them by Memory, and the fre¬ 
quent tranfcribing them muft occalion, as 
to the variety of Readings therein $ which 
they ufualiy do in all old Books whatfo- 
ever. 

Coroll. (2.) Providence has therefore 
fo far taken Care in this Matter, that we 
have ftiil, at this Day, preferv’d and ex¬ 
tant among us thofe very Sibylline Oracle", 
and that in good meafure compleat and un¬ 
corrupt, which were anciently fo very fa¬ 
mous among the Heathens, Jofephus the 
Jew, and the fir ft Chriftiansj and which 
of old were generally allow’d to be facred 

Books, 
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ooks, and deriv’d from Divine Infpira* 
ion. 

N. B. I meddle not here direftly with 
|hat perplexed Difpute about the number and 
ountries of the ancient Sibylls, becaufel find 
It cannot be now certainly determin'd. Only 
eclaring my own Opinion or Conje&ure 
|o be, that their feveral Places were con¬ 
founded together, and that there was at 
rft one very ancient and very famous Pro- 
ihetefs, call’d by the Name of Sibyll^ and 
hat others who after her deliver’d fuch 
[ike Oracles were call’d by her Name, as 
general Name for a true Prophtefs. A- 
\flotle himfelf allures us that the moil: fa- DeMim- 

|nous or Erythraan Sibyll was alfo call’d ‘ 
the Cum £ an 5 the former from the Place 
” f her Birth, the latter from that of her A- 
ode, and giving out her Predictions. Virgil Edog.iv. 
ilfo, when he refers to the third Book of 
hefe Oracles, which by other Evidence 
elong’d to the Erythr£an Sibyll, does it 
? under the Name of the Cumaan } as we 
[(hall fee hereafter. Nor is the Cum£an Si¬ 
'll with JuJHn Martyr different from the Cohort. ; 

Babylonian, who W2s the Author of the Gr * c ' 
jthird Book, as its prefent Conclufion fliews. 

] XIII. The prefent fpurious Additions to 
■i the genuine Sibylline Oracles rnay.be in 
fame me a fur e trac'd up to the middle of 
t the fecond Century it felf tho' none of 
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the ChrifUan Writers now extant befon 
Laftantius feem ever to have quoted them 
or feen them all that time: and tho' thil 
were fill den/d by the Heathen , am 
doubted of by the Chrijlians when they M 
appear in the World. | 

This is proved by the following Evil 
dence. | 

(1.) Origen afTures us that Celfus, will 
liv’d in the middle of the fecond Century! 
fpake of foine pretended Chriftians whom 
he call’d Sibyllifts , for over-valuing an] 
making too much ufe of the Sibylls: As 1 
their Copies of the Sibylline Oracles cot! 
rain’d extraordinary Things to the advanl 
tage of their Religion, which other Chril 
ftians were not appriz’d of $ and wholf 
great Zeal thofe other Chriftians did not 
therefore approve of. This looks as I 
much what fuch a grofs Copy as that ui 
'now have were got into the Hands of fomi 
even in that Age. I 

(i.) The fame Origen gives us elfcl 
where thefe very Words of the fame Celfm 
‘ You Chriftians, fays he, may well el 
‘ nough fet up even the Sibyll, whofe Ail 
‘ thority fome of you make ufe of, as thl 
‘ Daughter of God. And indeed you havl 
s ventur’d to infert a great many Thing! 
‘ into her Writings, and thofe of a blafj 
1 phemous Nature alfo. To which Origm 

ref 
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replies thus, 6 Cel/ns is rather defirous s upon 
‘ I know not what Foundation, that we 
‘ Ihould denominate the Sibyll the D.augh- 
‘ ter, than Jefus the Son of God: And fays, 

‘ We have inferted into her Writings a great 
ft many Things, and thofe of a biafphe- 
V mous Nature alfo : Without giving us 
|< sny Demonftration that we have inferted 

I ‘ any thing at all: Which yet, if he had 
‘ had more ancient and genuine Copies 
‘ without thofe Infertions to fhew it by, 

‘ he would certainly have done: And 
‘ without giving us any Demonftration 
‘ that the Paftages he diflikes are of a blaf- 
‘ phemous Nature. By thefe Teftimonies 

it appears probable that Celjus had feen or 
heard of a very much interpolated Copy of 
the Sibylline Oracles among fome Here- 
ticks, or pretended Chriftians; and that 
thereupon he was willing, without fufficient 
Ground, to fuppofethat any Paftages which 
.favour'd Chriftianity in the Sibylls were 
lowing to fuch Interpolation. It is withal 
|from hence probable, that Origen had ne- 
| ver himfelf feen or heard of fuch an inter- 

I 'polated Copy among Chriftians, and does 
therefore Appeal to thofe ancient and ge¬ 
nuine Copies which were in the Hands of 
, all the Learned* for the Authority of fuch 
I Citations as he and others of the Chriftians 
1 us'd to make from them. However,it is not 
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a little remarkable that Part of the grofs 
Additions in our prefent Copies are found 
by the Criticks to agree beft to the Days 
of Celfus ^ and to have been coin’d about 
the middle of the fecond Century ^ tho' 
we cannot find any Quotations made from 
them ’till the fourth. 

(g.) When La&antins firft cites fo ma 
ny of the fame fpurious Oracles, as he 
very often does, he confeffes, that fome 
of the Heathen, who could not deny that 
fuch Predi&ions were very plain, had re 
courfe to this Solution, that thefe were 
net really Sibylline Vcrfesj but were made 
by the Chriftians. Which Laci&ntms does 
not anfwer by (hewing that the ancient 
Copier, known among the Heathen, had 
thofe particular Verfes* as he ought to have 
done, but by only alledging, what was 


not deny’d by any, that the Si by lls in ge 
ncral liv’d, and their Oracles w'ere extant 




before our Saviour's corning into the 
World: Which was indeed little to his Pur- 
oofe. 


fore our 


Saviour’s 


into the 


Orat. ad 
San&or. 

Cxt. apud 

Eufcb. do 


M 


ti 


ie 


Conjl, 


brings in ft> many of thefe fpurious Paf 
fagc-s, or indeed the whole fpurious A cm 


c ““‘ [lick, he confefles that a great number did 

Jtant, XiA . J i , : 

p.;*T3. not then believe them io be genuine; tho 

they allow’d that Sibyll to whom they were 
a (cub'd to have been really a Prophetefs; 
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|But they fufpefted that fome Chriftian 
Spoet made thofe Acroftick Verfes, in way 
Jof Forgery 5 and father’d them unjuftly 
on the Sibyll. To which Conjtantine gives 
|no morefatisfadory Anfwer than Laclan- 
\tius had done before. Nor is it other 
'than obfervable, that the Principal and 
grofleft of thefe fpurious Oracles, I mean 
the Acroftick, does not elfewhere appear, 
among even the Chriftans, till the Days 
of Aujlin, excepting this Oration of Con- 
'jlantwe-j nor the reft of the fpurious Ad¬ 
ditions, excepting Laffantius , who liv’d 
in his Family and was his Son’s Tutor. 
As if Lattantius‘ s Spurious Copy alone, 
as improv’d, and put into Conjlantme' s 
hand by fomebody, to byafs him for Chri- 
ftianity, firft introduc’d it, and caus’d it to be 
.received by fome following Chriftians. For 
\Eufebius himfelf, who gives us this Ora- 
|tion, does no where elfe feem fo much as 
I to have heard of any fuch Copy, or A- 
I croftick, as the Emperor made ufe of there¬ 


in. 
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($,) Auftin himfelf, tho’ he fome- 
times quotes the fpurious Sibylline Ora¬ 
cles, and this very Acroftick, with great 
| Encomiums > yet does he not deny, ‘ That 
it might be faid, fuch Predictions 
\ ‘ were forged by the Chriftians, in the 
1 ‘ Name of the Sybills and others: And 
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That they might be fuppos’d to 


s be fpurious. 

Corollary (i.) Since we find none of thefe 
plainly fpurious Oracles cited in the three 
firft Centuries, nor any Doubts among 
the Chriftians then, as to the Authority 
of thefe they did cite: Both which things 
we meet with in the Fourth : It is evi¬ 
dent the Citations of the one are not to 
be confounded with thofe of the other. 
Nor are the truly Ancient Fathers of the 
three Firft: Centuries to be at all charg’d 
with the Mi hakes or Prevarications of any 
in the Fourth. 

Coroll. (%.) The lower we defeend to 
the Fourth and following Centuries of the 


ri 


'’lurch, the plainer Marks do we every 
where find of prevailing Ignorance, Weak- 
nefs, and Prevarication. And the higher 
we afeend to the Fit ft times of the Gof> 
pel, the clearer Marks do we difeover of 
Knowledge,-Judgment, and Integrity in 
fuch 


matters. So 


that 


we 


wnere 


every 

find Keafcn to believe original 
Cfcriftianiiy to be true, right, and well 
grounded 3 and the primitive Herefies, 
with the fucceeding State of modern An- 
tichriftianifm, to be falfe, knavilh, and full 
of Miftakes or Forgeries perpetually. 

hi B, What fort of pretended Chrifti- 
ans, or Hereticks, were the Authors of 

thefe 
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Ihefe 'grofs and large Additions or Interpola¬ 
tions to the genuine Oracles, it is not 
to fay. Only the fixth and feventh 
oolcs have PalTages, already noted, which 
ook as if fome of the Montanifl En- 
thufiafts wrote them. Epiphanius alfo fays, H*wf. 
hat the Gnofticks pretended to have Books xxvf - 
written by a Daughter or Relation of u F ' 2 
INoah : Which Charafter agrees to the 
fFirft, and a fpurious addition to the Third 

i Book alfo. So that as far as yet appears, no 
Catholick Chriftian, but fome Montanift 
or Gnoftick Hereticks, were the Authors 


fof that grofs Forgery and Interpolation. 

XIV. Many of the ‘Predictions in the 
Genuine Sibylline Oracles did appear , np- 
\on comparifon , fo true, that feveral an- 
\cient Heathens and ChriJUans took par¬ 
ticular notice of the agreement of the E- 
vents to thofe Predictions afterwards. 

This appears by the following Tefti- 
monies. 

If we (hould fpeak of the Stbylf and Wat, 
jjof others that were affifted by Divine 
j Foreknowledge, and have foretold many 
jThings to manyPerfons beforehand, which 
ii proved true, we fhould be too tedious ^ in 
i faying things that are manifeft to al). 


s 
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ancient Writers make mention of this Cm?- 
an Sy bill as of a Prophetefs i particularly Pla¬ 
to in his Thedrus. And indeed TlaU 
feems to me to have look’d on fuch Givers 
of Oracles as Terfons infpired, upon his 
Perufal of thofe of this Sybill-^ by obfer* 
ving that what Tilings were there in old 
Time foretold by her, were really ful¬ 
fill’d afterward: &c. 

Cicero.De I could bring many Examples from the 
Kaf.Deor. Sybilline Oracles, and many from the At> 

fwers of the Harufpices to confirm what 
I fay, [ about Divination: ] tho’ indeed 
fuch things ought not to be fo much as 
doubted of by any. 

Varroapud The Fifth Sybill was the Erythrean ; 
Laftanc. i. who is affirmed by Apollodorus of Erythra 

to have been of the fame City with him. 
And he adds, that file predided to the 
Greeks, when they went to Troy, that 
Troy (hould be deftroy’d; and that Ho 
mer ffiouldwritea lying Poem, [SeeO 
rac. III. verf/3 52 — 370.] 
faufan.Co- The fame Misfortunes affeded the Card 

rinth.f.i7. an and Lycian Cities; and above all the 

Wand of Rhodes was fo terribly lhaken, 
that the Oracle of Sybill belonging to 
Rhodes appear 5 d thereby to be fulfilled. 

[See Orac. Ill verf?$i —386. '451. IV. 

verf. 'ho 1. 'icy. 

The SybillHerophile foretold that Helem 

Ihould 


£aufan»Co- 


) 
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(hould be educated at Sparta, for the Ruin of 
rfjia and Europe 5 and that Troy (hould be 
taken by the Greeks , on her account. [ See 
Qrac. III. verff^ 52 — 370. ] 

Herophile , the Erythrean Sybill, among soiin. Po- 
other furprizing Things, foretold that the b hift n * 
Inhabitants of Lesbos (hould lofe their E ’ 
Dominion over the Sea, a great while be¬ 
fore it came to pafs. [ See Orac. V. verf 
'm. 7 3i 6 . 317.] 

Zoiis faid, that altho 1 fuch things feemed Piut.o 
to refemble Fables^ yet the rebuilding and non 
migration of Grecian Cities $ many Erup- Oac.op. 
tions of barbarous Armies, and Deftru- P-39 8 - 
ftions of Governments, bear witnefs to 
thefe Oracles. And then, as for thofe 
Misfortunes which very lately happen’d at 
Ciima and Tuteoli in particular, and which 
were celebrated and famous long ago from 
the Sibylline Verfes, this Age has at laft 
fulfilled the Predi&ions about them: .1 
mean the Eruption of burning Mountains, 
the hot EbuIIitionsjn the Seas, the Ejacula¬ 
tion of Stones and burning MafTes, tofs’d a- 
broad by the Storms j together with the 
total Ruin of fo many and fo great Cities j 
that when foon after Men came to the Pla¬ 
ces they were in before, they could not 
tell where the Buildings, which are now 
all in Confuiion, once were. Now if 
things be fo, it may be hard to believe thefe 

Predictions 5 
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Predidions ; but harder to fuppofe they 
could be foretold without Divine Affift. 
ance. [See Orac. faffim^ efpecially J][ 


verf. it; —-133. V. verf.'%op 


31 6 i 


The fame Author elfewhere mentions al- 
fo the Sy bills Predictions about the Erup-I 
tion of Vefuvius, and the Conflagration! 
at jP netoli) [See Orac, V, verf. / 3 c$ 

] 

The Chaldean Sybill was fhe who fore¬ 
told things concerning Alexander , the 
King of Macedon-, who is mentioned by 
Nicanor , that wrote the Hiftory of Alex 
anders Life. [ S ttLatlant. I, 6. and Or ad 
III. verf. ^9. 109. &c. IV/86, 3 cc. 

I pray you confider what great Calami¬ 
ties have befallen the W orld and the Ci¬ 
ties before the Days of Tiberius: i. e. be¬ 
fore the Advent of Chrijl. We read that 
Hterapolis , and the I (lands ‘Delos, and 
Rhodes ; and Coos were then deftroy’d, 
and many Thoufands of Men with them, 
And elfewhere, Among the I Hands there is 
now no ‘Delos ^ and Samos is become 
Sand} and the Sybill appears, not to have 
been a falfe Prophetefs. [ See Orac. HI, 
verf. 285. -301. IV. verf. 91. 92. Of 
Rhode s fee above.] 

XV. The Internal Characters, as well at 
External Teftimonies do few, that thi 
Genuine or ‘Divine Sibyiis were exceed- 

ini 


t 


Sibylli 
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hng Ancient $ and in general earlier than 

; Is T)m of Tarquin, when the fpurious 
r Idolatrous pretended Sibyll/r /2 appear¬ 
ed in the World. 

This is fully proved by the Evidence 

[following. 

(i.) The Genuine Sibyll has pi;' 


3 ts aim'. 


JL -~- Y - 

elder than Homer , or the Trojan 
jWar it felf: And thefe Oracles, as to part 
’ofthem at leaf, are, as we (hall fee, better 

to by the Heathen Writers than any 

other. So that at leaf thofe old Au¬ 
thors believ’d that the Sybill was of that 

great Antiquity. 

(2.) The Stile of thefe Oracles is by F » b »; 
fonie great and good Judges efteem’d very clusp, ‘ 

like to that of Homer and Hefiod , 

| the oldeft Greek Poets now extant; Nor 
;do the Ancients fear to affert that Ho¬ 
mer himfelf borrow’d feveral of her Ver- 
fesj and inferred their, into his Poem$ as *««**"*■ 
one of the prefent Oracles does fortell he 
would do. Which things areat leaf Signs 
that they are, and were everjuftly efteem’d 
to be of very great Antiquity. 

I (3.) The moft Ancient Heathen Authors, 'the end 
now extant, that mention thefe Sibylls> do e- 
ver fuppofe them very much older than ° ‘ 
their own Times i and frequently quote -w the 
other Authors much elder than themfelves 
for their Accounts of them* but never iaOpfopx- 

any 

* Ixas for 

the reft. 


See the Te- 
fiimmesM 
* * f or 
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any one that pretended to be contempora- 

ry with any of them. 

(4 ) Clement of Alexandria, that great 
Matter of Profane Antiquity, affirms di- 
redly that one of the Sibylls was anci- 
enter than Orpheus himfelf: Who yet 
was one of the Argonauts , and before 
the Trojan War. 

(5.) Diodorus Siculus puts Sibylla the 
Daughter of Tirejtas , juft after the taking 
of Thebes or juft after the Expedition 1 
of the Argonauts: and confeifes the Tra¬ 
dition was, that Homer ftole a great deal 
from her. 

( 6 .j Suidas diredly affures us that the 
Erithrean Sybill herfelfwas contemporary 
with the Argonaut Si and before the Tro¬ 
jan War. 

(7.) The Sibylline Oracles have been 

quoted and made mention of fo long, that 
the Sibyll her felf muft have been exceed¬ 
ing ancient. For it is plain that Hew 
c lit us, the famous Grecian Philofopher, 
in Tint arch, foon after the Days of Tar- 
quin, not only fpeaks of the Nature of 
thefe Oracles, that they were grave, with¬ 
out Ornament, or Deceit : which Ch a ra¬ 
fters agree well with thefe Genuine Ora¬ 
cles ftill extant •, but alfo diredly implies) 
what is moft highly remarkable, that ffie 
had then Prophecyed a Thoufand Years. 

Which 


i the Sibylline Cracks. 

tVhich Account makes her older than the 
’jgonauts •, and nearly contemporary with 
ofes himfelf. 

(8) All the Chronologers and Ancient 
uthors, who dire&ly fet down, or in 
general mention, from the earlier Records 
hen extant, at what Time any of the Si- 
\jlls lived, do agree to this their great An¬ 
nuity. Thus Heraclides Eonticus , in 
arro , fays that one of them was as old 
is the Days of Cyrus. Thus Strabo make9 
he Sybill born at Erythra fo ancient, 
hat he looks on another Prophetefs born 
t the fame Place in the time of Alexan- 
'er to be later than (he; and elfewhere 


jfpeaks 

Elder than Athenais, 


Herophile 


Eaufa 


Sybill , as exceeding Ancient s asElderthan 


War 
told the fame. 


StephanusDe 

Sybill 


the fame Age with the Sphinx , or before 
the Argonauts. Thus Suidas reckons the 
‘Delphick Sibyll as earlier than the Trojan 

Wan 


the Erythrean , 


m one 


place, as 4,83 


\ years later, but elfewhere as earlier than 


Th 


o 


Chaldean. or Hebrew. or 


j that War : 

j / / 

I Terftck Sybill as one that forecold Things 
t belonging to Alexander of Macedon 3 the 
► Hellefpontick as living in the Days of 

Ion 




Ion and Cyrus: And another in the Time 
of the Judges, or in the Days of \Tharaoh , 
or Taracho King of Egypt. Thus Ce- 

drenus reckons the Guinean Sybill to have 
liv’d in the Days of /.Imazias, the Son of 
JoaJh 5 the Samonean in the Days of Jo. 
fias ■ the Samian in the Days of 1 ~)arm 
fifty ages , Thus Virgil and others ever 
fuppofe their Cumean or Cuman Sybill to 
have liv’d at the Time of the Trojan 
War. Thus Boccus, [or Boethusl\ in 
Solinus fuppofes that the Tie Ip hick Sibyll 
foretold the Trojan War, and that Ho. 
mer inferted many of her Verfes into his 
Poems that the Erythrean was only fome 
Years later than the other; and the Cu¬ 
man ftill later. Jnftin Martyr , tho’ he, 
by mi flake, fuppofes Berofus the Hiftorian 
o\Baby Ion to be Father of one of the Sy bills, 
does elfewhere, in exaft Agreement with 
the other Teflimonies, affirm that the Sy¬ 
bil was d^uafldrn, ^ sra Aa/a 3 ex¬ 
ceeding ancient. And Tertullian exprefly 
fays, that fie was ancienter than all the 


Heathen Learning. So that this Propor¬ 
tion is indifputabie in all Antiquity. 

N. B. As the earlieflCronological Cha¬ 
racter in the prefent genuine Oracles im¬ 
plies that fome Parts of them were writ¬ 
ten before the Trojan War; fo do feve- 
ral other, and particularly the lateft that 1 
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have obferv’d, I mean that which men¬ 
tions 1500 Years then paft fince the firft 
Introduftion of Idolatry into Greece, im¬ 
ply other Parts to be written much 
later. Tis probable therefore that feveral 
of the Diftind Oracles were delivered by 
feveral Sy bills or Prophetefles 5 and that 
they were all at laft put together into one 
Colledion, and by the Generality look’d 
on as the Oracles of the moft Ancient, 
and moft famous Sibyll her felf only. Nor 
are thofe odd fort of Traditions among the 
Heathen, that the Sibyll liv’d near a Thou- 
fand Years after She was Dead ; nor thofe 
other full Accounts that there were feveral 
Sibylls in feveral Ages and Countries, to 
be accounted for without this Obferva- 
tion. 

N. B. That lateft Charader of 1 yoo 
Years fince the firft Introdudion of Idola¬ 
try into Greece, by its earlieft Tyrannical 
Kings, brings that Oracle as low as the 
Babylonian Captivity, or perhaps fomewhat 
lower than Malachi. For if we believe 
what is faid about the Kingdom of Sky on, 
and date our Period from O/Egialeus, who 
is fuppofed by the Lord Bilhop of fVor- 
cejler, in his moft accurate Chronological 
Tables, publifhed byj his Chaplain the 
learned Mr, M&rjhal ; to begin to reign 
2090 Years before the Chrlftian gyEras, 

thefe 
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thefe 1500 Years will bring us, in the 
fame Tables, to the Babylonijh Captivity, 
But if we omit that Epocha as fomewhat 
uncertain} and derive the Grecian Kings 
from the Argives , and from Jnachus 
their foil: King, whofe beginning jhe fame 
Tables place 1857 before the Chriftian jEraj 
the fame ifeo Years will bring us 
fomewhat later than Malacbi. And thefe 
Chara&ers feem nearly to take in the whole 
Period belonging to all the Genuine Si by Us ; 
and to imply, that they prophefied at fe- 
verfal Times from the Days of Mofes-> ’till 
the Babylonijh Captivity, or ’till the Days of 
the Prophet Malacbi, the laft of the He¬ 
brew Writers of the Old Teftament. 

Corollary. While God fenthisj^ze;^Pro¬ 
phets to the Nation of the Jews , from Mofes 
to Malacbi ; he feems alfo to have Pent, 
all along, thefe Gentile Propheteffes to 
the Gentiles j for their Guidance, and Di¬ 
rection, and Caution in Religious Mat¬ 
ters. 

XV\.Thefe Sibylline Oraelesareexceedin¬ 
gly confirm’d by thofe Authentick Accounts 
we have in J ofephus, Tacitus, and Sueto- 
nius, concerning an Ancient and Confiant 
Tradition , taken out of fome Sacerdotal 
Books , andfpread all abroad before the 
Days of Vefpafian, that fame T erf on 01 
Teople coming out of the Eaft, and in 
particular out of Judea, Jhould , about 

that 


the Sibylline Oracles. 


6} 


'[that very time , obtain the Dominion over 
\he World: Sines no other Original of 


\this Tradition can, upon any good Evi¬ 
dence, be pretended^ and finceit is fo 

Sibvlline Ora- 


ies. 


thefi 


bat moff of all, fays Jofephus, en- Tfyid 
g’d the Jews to undertake the War, vii. iL 
as an Oracle, of a doubtful Interpreta- p. 9 6u 
which was found in the (acred Books 
that fome who ihould arife from their 
’ountry, at that Time, fhould obtain the 
mpire of the World. This they interpret* 
das belonging to themfelves$ and a great 
umber of the wife Men were impos'd upon 
iy that Interpretation ■, whereas in reality 
this Oracle was meant of the Empire of 
fpafian, who was created Emperor 
Judea. 

It was, fay Tacitus, an Opinion Anna [, y, 

ixed in the Minds of 


in 

that there was 


a great many 9 
a Prediction in the An¬ 


ient Sacerdotal Books, that at this very 
ime, th zEaftem Peopiefhould prevai!: and 
that thofe who Ihould come out of Judea 
tould obtain the Empire of the World. 

There was, fays Suetonius , all over iaTit.iv. 
le Eaft an Ancient and Confiant Noti¬ 
on, that the Fates had decreed, that thofe 
who fhould come, at that Time, out of 
Judea, fhould obtain tbeEmpire 


of the 


World. This, which, if we may judge 


E 


by 
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by the Event* was foretold of a Roman 
Emperor, the Jews apply’d 
Nation5 and thereupon brake out into 

Rebellion. 

Some cf the principal Claufes in the 
enuine Sibylline Oracles hereto relating 


Egm 



are thefe. 


Kingdom of the Immortal King lhall ap 


L. Ilf. iu 

C jhnTvnf' un ’^ n S “ t0 Jts Empire, then the great 

^ - w 

397- pear among Men; and a Holy King lhall 

come, who lhall govern all theW or Id, fot 

all Ages of Time to come: 

And then God lhall fend aKingfromthe 

[riling of the] Sun, who lhall make all the 

Earth to ceafe from War, by killing fomei 

and making Leagues with others* And lit 

lhall not do all thefe Things by his own 


L.Ill.verf. 


Counfel 


[Aft 


L. V. wf- 

3*9 
333 


comes a Prediction about the happy Statt 

of thtjewszt Iafl.] 

0 Father of all, Spare the pleafant an| 

fruitful Land of great Judea ■, that we me 

deliver thy Laws: For this Land G»j 

firft 'enriched with his Bounty 5 that i 

may appear to ail Men to be the firft c 

all other in thy Favour, and that it may at 

tend to what God hath promifed. 

-That thefe Claufes do dire&ly includj 

what that ancient and conftant Tradition 

al 


r - 
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I over the Eaft delivered, is very plain. 
iat the Jews might have fuch an Opi* 
>n from fome Prophecies in the Old 
{lament, I do not abfolutely deny $ tho* 
cannot be proved that they did then 
derftand or apply any particular Pro- 
ecy to that Time and Occafion ; nor is 
very clear in Jofephus that he meant a 
mfh and not a Gentile Oracle in this 
ace: But that the Heathens, fuch as 
icitus and Suetonius •, and thofe anti* 
t and numerous WitnefTes they fpeak 
i all over th zEaft, (houldhave the Tra* 
:ion from the JewiJh Prophecies, which 
ey defpis’d, rather than from the Si- 
lline Oracles, which they admir’d, is not 
ry credible j and is not fupported by any 
/idence at all. So that I conclude it to be 
ghly probable, if not in a manner certain, 
at this Tradition was deriv’d from thefc 
racles 5 and that therefore they were 
ien generally efteem'd by the Heathens, 
1 over the Eafti as Ancient, Genuine, 
id of no lefs than Divine Authority among 

ienu 

XVlLThefeSibyliintOracles are alfogreah 
ly confirntd by the Fourth Eclogue of Vir¬ 
gil • which was written before our Savi- 
\ our was born s and yet does moft clearly 
and exprefty belong to fome famous Ere- 

E 3 diHions 


i 


W. 



into the World , 
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ftiil extant in thefe C 
fuch a Ter [on who n 


reft 


Teace , Tiety and Tlenty to it. 


Jufi 


h 


Virgil Prefaces this Eclogue with 
Promifeof Singing therein of Events, 
a more than ordinary Nature} and th 
adds, Now we may expeff the iafi of th 
Ages which the Crimean Verfes have ftm 
told. And fo goes on with fuch a Nob! 
Defcription of thatlaft happy Age, as' 
very agreeable to thefe Oracles, th 


Oracles, th 


commonly afcrib’d to tile Came an Sibyl 
as any one may ealily find upon the Co 
pardon. But what is mod remarlcab 




here is this, that all that happy State 
here faid to belong to the lafi of the Agi 
mention'd by this Sibyll5 which carri 
fo exprefs an Allullon to thefe genuine Or 
ties; which for the main are built upo 
this Notion 5 That the World, fince t! 
4 Flood, is divided into to or n Ag 

* and that the laft of thofe Ages was t 

* be the happieft Age of all, when Go 
4 would fend a great King to govern 2 
4 the World in Righteoufnefs, Peace, ao 


‘ Profperity, that this Eclogue cannot 
with any tolerable Probability, be af 


ply’d to any thing 


elfe. So that tlii 


Poem of Virgil is a moft evident At teds 
tion, not only to thofe particular Branch 
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|f the Oracles which fpeak of that iaft 
lappy Age, but to the whole Drift and 
Tenor of them; fo far at lead: asthePre- 
ijdions belonging difun&ly tothefeveral 
|ges of the World do reach: Which is no 
hall part of what I here prefent to the 
leader for Genuine. 

j N. B. That by this Cumaum Carmen or 

jiefe Camean Verfes , Virgil means not 
mod’s Poems, as feme have fancied of 
[tej but the Sibylline Oracles, is very- 
lain 5 becaufe the fame Author ever elfe- 

Ihere calls the Sibyll Cumean or Cutnan, 
Id never calls Hefiod fo: becaufe, on the 
Intrary, he calls Hefiod elfewhere by a- 
Ither Name, After £us Vates , Cat A fere an 
Mi Becaufe the Things aferibed here 
i Virgil to this Cumean Poem are ftill 
Itant in the Genuine Part of the Sibyl. 

[j e Oracles; and becaufe all the Ancient 

I J ^ 

pmentators on the Place do agree 
jat Virgil here meant the Sibylline 
jiacles and not Hefiod 's Poems. So that 
lofe who, to ferve a turn, and difparage thefc 
hades, interpret Virgil otherwife of late, 

\ it not from Judgment, Evidence, or 
|ncient Teftimonies; but meerly from 
ofs Prejudice, and piain Partiality. 

XVIil. Thefe Sibylline Oracles are alfio 
if a little confirmed by abundance of o- 
cr Ancient Heathen 7 eft monies and 

E 3 Traditions , 
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Traditions, relating to true Religion: fuel, 
as the Wor {hip of One God $ the Conflagm , 
tion of the World ; the Renovation of j 
again i the future Judgment j the gem 
ral Refurrettion ; and the Rewarl 
and Tunijhment thereafter: all which ift 
tions are clearly contain'd in thefe On 
cles. 

That there were fuch true, noble, at 
important Notions all along among tl 
Heathen World, and efpecially amoiJ 
the Rlatonicks and Stouks, is certail 

and undeniable: That they could not 3 
be deriv’d from the Books of the 01 
Teftament, at leaf! not before the M 
tuagint Tranilation, is almoft equally cJ 
tain and undeniable : And that they 31 
every one of them contain'd in thefe Siii 
line Oracles, will be obvious, upon pen 
fal, to every Reader. Whence it is t 
a Natural Inference, That thofe Notio 
were therefore inoft probably deriv’d fro 
thefe Oracles; and that by Confequeo 
the Oracles are True and Genuine, a; 
were all along allow’d for Sacred and I 
fpired by the Heathen World. Nor is 
eafy to avoid the Force of this Eviden 
for them, if we remember, that feme 
thefe Notions were very ungrateful to t| 
Pagans, and dire&ly contrary to their 1 
dinations, Superftitions,and Praftices; si 
t therefo 
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b 

therefore not likely to find Encourage¬ 
ment among them but upon fuch Evi¬ 
dence and Credentials at firfi as were plain¬ 
ly undeniable. 

XIX. Thefe Sibylline Oracles are great¬ 
ly confirm’d\ as to their Univerfal Re - 
ception , Contents, and Sacred Authority, 
by what the Ancient Heathen Wr.iters do 
every where fay concerning them. 

Thus Heraclitus , about yco Years be- see the 
fore Chrifi , affirms that the Sibyll did not 
fpeak of her own Head, but by Divine mithfila 
A ffi fiance. °Pj 0 P“ us 

Thus Tlato, not very long afterwards, de- ™ 
dares he took the Sibyll for one that de¬ 
livered Divine Oracles ■, and profeffes that 
that fort of Divine Enthufiafm which fuch 
as (he were agitated by, was exceeding bene¬ 
ficial to Mankind 5 and that the Sibyll was 
one of thofe who, by a Divine Power of 
Divination, foretold many future E- 
vents. 

Thus Ariftotle , a little later, fuppofes 
the Sibyll to be one of thofe that were a- 
gitated by a Divine Enthufiafm $ which he 
aims to give fome Natural Account of: 

And elfewhere he (peaks of that Cave 
whence the Cumean , which he reckons 
the fame with the Erythrean Sibyll , gave 
Divine Oracles > and fays fhe lived long, 

and continued always a Virgin. 

E 4 Cicero 
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Cicero fpeaks of two forts of involuntary 
Agitations; the one in Sleep; the other 
theEnthufiafra of Divination; which ap¬ 
pear’d principally in the Sibylline Ver- 
fesj and particularly in thofe of the Ery. 
threan Sibyll. He alfo elfewhere argues 
again ft the Roman Sibylline Oracles be- 
eaufeof their being fo Artful, and Aero- 
flicks 5 which did not anfvver the Enthu- 
fiaflick Diforder which was ever noted in 
the true Sibyll. 

Varro , who was efteem’d the moft 
Learned of the Ancients, is large upon 
the Bufinefsof the Sibylls: He looks on 
them all as infpired Propheteffes: He 
fays there were Ten of them, in diffe¬ 
rent Ages and Countries; whom he enu¬ 
merates, from the Ancienter Authors that 
mention them 5 fucb as Nicanor , Euripi¬ 
des Chryfippus , Nesvius t Tifo, Apollodo- 
ms of Erythra, Erato/lhenes, from the 
Ancient Annals of Samos , and Heracli • 


des Tonticas. 
Diodorus 


Tirejic 


hat Daphne, 
was as well 


fkili’d in the Art of Divination as her Fa¬ 
ther; and that upon her being often un¬ 
der Divine Infpiration, and giving Ora¬ 
cles, fhe was called by all a Sibyll 5 be- 
caufe to aft as a Sibyll, and to be Infpired, 
are the fame Thing. 


Virgil, 
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I 1 ' Virgil , and the other Poets, every where 
fuppofe the Sibyll to be infpired 5 a nd that 
a Sibylline Oracle was ever of moft Sa¬ 
cred Authority. 

I N. B. Jofephns the Jew does, for cer¬ 
tain, as will hereafter appear, dire&lycite 
fthefe Sibylline Oracles as ancient, and of 
I Authority for the Confirmation of fome 
iBranches of Sacred Hiftory. Nay heleaves 
Sioom for Sufpicion that he elfewhere di- 
!redly fliles them Sacred Books alfo 5 in 

that Famous Paffage already alledg’d under 
the XVIth Proportion. 

XX. Thefe Sibylline Oracles are alfo 
greatly confirmed, as to their Univerfal 
\ Reception, Contents , and Sacred Autho¬ 
rity, by what the Fir ft Chriftian Writers , 

\m the Face of all the World, do fay concern¬ 
ing them. 

Thus the Apoftolical Conftitutions seen 
quote the Sibyll for the Refurreftion of the abne - 
Body, the Conflagration, the Renovation 
of Things, the future Judgment, and the 
Rewards and Puniflnnents hereafter, by 
| the Name of a Gentile Prophetefs*, and 
| fuppofe it next to impoflible for the Hea¬ 
then to deny her Authority. 

Thus *2 °anl himfelf is introduced by Cle¬ 
ment of Alexandria , from a more Anci¬ 
ent Author, as appealing to the Sibylf and 
Exhorting the Heathens to confult her 

Writings, 
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Writings, for the Belief of one God, and 
of the foretelling of Future Events by 


her. 


Hernas 


an Ancient Woman, fomeway allyed to 
the Church of God. 

Thus Juft in Martyr , in his Exhortati- 
on to the Greeks , appeals to the Sibyll as 
exceeding Ancient5 as one that had het 
Books preferv’d over ail the World; asca 
pable in fome meafure to teach the Gen¬ 
tiles the true Worlhip of God, from het 
powerful Infpiration, and by her Oracles 
even in a near Alliance to the JewiJh Pro- 
phetick Writings themfclves. He reckons 
that “Plato alto plainly cited her, and 
look’d on her as really infpired, and a true 
Prophetefs: He defires the Heathen to 
obferve the Contents of her O raeles, and how 
(he did clearly and openly foretell the coni' 
ing ofour Saviour JefusChrift-, and how flit 
did in her Infpired Oracles teach them, 
that the Gods, fo called by them, had no 
real Being at all; and did moil clearly and 
openly proclaim beforehand what concern'll 
the Coming of our Saviour Je[us Chnj t 
and all the Things he was to perform ■, and 
that their Perufal was therefore a fit Pre¬ 
paration for the reading of the Scripture 
Prophecies themfelves. And elfewhere, 
jn his very firft Famous Apology to the 

Romi 
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Roman Emperors, he plainly affirms that 
the Contents of the Sibylls were fo clear 
for the Jewiffi and Chriftian Religion, a- 
gainft Polytheifm and Idolatry, that by 
the Inftinft and Inftigation of Evil Spirits 
it had been made Capital among the Pa¬ 
gans to read the Books of Hyftafpes , of Si¬ 
byll , and of the Prophets. 

Thus Athenagoras, when he quotesthe 
Sibylla takes Notice that ‘Plato had made 
mention of her alfo. 

Thus Pheophilus of Antioch , when he 
fo largely quotes the Proem, or moft no¬ 
ble Preface' to thefe Oracles, does it as 
owning the whole a Prophecy $ and takes 
it for granted that the Sibyll was a true 
Prophetefs among the Greeks , and the 0- 
ther Nations, as were the Scripture Pro¬ 
phets among the Jews : And fuppofes it evi¬ 
dent that the Contents of that Proem 
were true, ufeful, juft, and agreeable to all 
Men. 

Thus Clement of Alexandria , when he 
cites the Sibylline Oracl es, does it in one place 
under the Appellation of a Prophetefs, as 
well as a Poet: Inanother, under the Name 
of an Hebrew Prophetefs who gave Dir 
vine Oracles: In another, under that of 
the firft Sibyll , the Prophetefs; and adds, 
She did very divinely ufe an Expreffion. 

He elfewhere fays that Her aclit us affirm'd 
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the Sibyll did not appear to ad like an or¬ 
dinary Perfon, but by Divine Affiftance. 

■ To pafs by Qrigen , whofe words I have 
already produced on behalf of thefe Sibylline 
Oracles: Thus laftly Tertullian affirms, 
that the Sibyll was a true Prophetefs, who 
foretold what was true to Mankind. All 
which things will appear from their own 


Words 


hereaf¬ 


ter. 

So that, as it feems probable from the 
Quotation of thefe Oracles by Jofephus , 
that the Learned Jews did not deny their 
facred Authority j So is it certain that both 
the Ancient Heathen Writers before andaf- 
ter Chrifly andthe Primitive Chriftian Wri» 
terscfthethree firft Centuries, did with one 
Confent own their facred Authority alfo. 

N . B, Our prefent Copies of the ge* 
nuine or Divine Oracles, even without the 
Allowance of the Spurious Parts above 
mentioned, do contain in a manner all the 
Quotations belonging to them in Heathen, 
Jewilh-or Chnftian Antiquity: although 
the ancient Fragments belonging to the 
fpurious or Idolatrous Stbylls , colle&ed by 
Opfopceus , in his excellent Edition of thefe 
Books, are not a few: None of which do 
now appear in the prefent Copies; nor 
can we indeed now compare them with 
that Second Capitoline Collection, to which 

thefe 
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tliefe Fragments fcem to have the nearefl alli- 
ance$ becaufe thatColle&ion, either asit was 
at Aril, or as afterward improv’d, was never 
itfelf diftindly made pubiickj but, as we 
have feen, perifhed in the Days of Ho¬ 
nor ius. 

N. B . The Contents of the Genuine 0 -» 
racks are plainly fuch, that it cannot, with 
any (hew ofReafon, be fuppos’d, that either 
Heathens, or Jews , or Chriftians, could be 
the Forgers of them, or of thofe parts 
which are mod liable to Sufpicion in them. 
Not Heathens to be fure; Becaufe they 
are direftly level’d againft them, and their 
Wickednefs, Idolatry, and Superftition. 
Not Jews : Becaufe they plainly fore¬ 
tell that Overthrow of their State and 
Temple by the Romans , which we all 
know they never would believe; that 
Conflagration of the World, Renovation 
of it again, Refurredion of the Body, fu¬ 
ture Judgment, and the Rewards and 
Punifhments hereafter 5 with the feveral 
Periods of the Four Monarchies, the 
Reign of Anttchnji, and feveral Circum- 
ftances as to the coming of their MeJJ?as s 
which their own Sacred Books had either 
never fo clearly difeover’d to them, or they 
had never fully underftood them in tlisfe 
Senfes. Befides the Confederation of the 
main Current of the whole Oracles; 

which 
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which (hew them to be of G entile ^ and 
not of Jewifh Original. I need not furc 
add that they could not be of Chriftian 
Extraction* becaufe ’tis plain and evident 
that many of the ancient Quotations, 
even of the Paffages of this Nature, were 
earlier than Chriftianity; and others in the 
very beginning of it* even before any 
Chriflians were skilful enough in the 
Heathen Learning to be the Authors of 
them 5 and becaufe the very firft Chriftian 
Writers that were capable, do ever quote 
them, in the open view of all Men, as 
then very Ancient, very well known, and 
univerfally receiv’d over all the Heathen 
World. 

N. B. Left the Reader Ihould be temp¬ 
ted to go into lfaac VojJius\ Hypothefis, 
which is the only one that is not Intolerable, 
•uiz. That the Jews had impos'd upon the 
Heathens, and made feveral Oracles com¬ 
pos’d by fome among themfelves to pafs 
with them for really Sibylline , and fo to 
be admitted even into the Second Capita- 
line Copy it feif, I lhall defire him to ob- 
ferve, that this ismeer Hypothefis, deftitute 
of all Evidence in the World $and to confider 
theftrongArguments whichthevery learned 
fiabriciusbringsagainfi: it, inthefe his remark* 
able Words jwhich I recommend to his ferious 

Perufal upon this Occafion. ‘ Thefe Oracles 

were 
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were not, fays he, forged by the Jews .— Bifciioth 
The Jews were never wont to fpread 
abroad falfe Prophecies among the Gen - 
tiles ) but were in that refpt# ever moft 
religioufly careful .* And while they were 
poflefs’d of the True and Divine Pro¬ 
phets at home, they’were follicitous nei¬ 
ther to add any thing to them, nor take 
any thing from them. There is fcarce 
any mention made, and never any value 
put upon the Sibylline Books by the 
1 Jews, jofephus does indeed, by the 
way, mention them; but that only once: 

Thilo not once. Nor, that I can pof- 

fibly learn, have the Talmudick Writers 

; any regard for them. We never read 
that the Heathens objefted this to the 
Jews , that they forged or interpolated the 
Sibylline Verfesi tho’wedoread fuch a 
Thing obje&ed to the Chriftians. Tis 
incredible to fuppofe that the Roman 

Legates, 0 Bacillus Graff w, and the others, 
(hould either at Erythree or elfewhere, 
either in Greece or Egypt, gather toge¬ 
ther and meanly pick up Oracles from 
the Jews , whom they all defpifed and 
4 hated. To conclude, The Sibylline 
‘ Teftiraonies concerning Ghrijl , alledg’d 
4 by the Fathers, are generally of that 
4 Nature, and do fo plainly and clearly be- 
4 long to him, that they could not be 

! written 


« 




8c 


A Vindication , dec, 

« written by any Jew whotnfoever, b^ - 
‘ fore the Birth of our Saviour. 

N. B. There is one farther Obfervati- 
on which i have made in Antiquity, which 
feems to me to clear both the Jews and 
Chriftians in this Matter, and which I 
fhall leave with the Judicious Reader, for 
a Conclufion. 

itisthis > That of the whole prefent Colic- 
ftion, the very fame Books and parts of 
Books which are quoted by Jofephus the 
Jew , and by the Primitive Chriftians, are 
alfo, and are alone quoted or referr'd to by 
the Ancient Heathens, both before and af¬ 
ter Chri(i : Which Remark feems to me al- 
mofl decretory 3 and above all things elfe to 

confirm the genuine Authority of thefe 
Oracles. 
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[ Corollaries from the whole. 

np HAT common Opinion of the Mo- 
dern Criticks, as if the Sibylline O- 
idesj quoted by the moft primitive Chil¬ 
ians, were fpurious, aad forged by forne 
nong themfelves, a little before the mid- 
uieof the Second Century ^ and fromfuch a 

I rged Copy were alledg’d by thofe Primi- 
iq Writers for their Religion, is not only 
ghly dilhonourable to Chriftianity, but ut- 

rly Falfe initfelf,andUnfupportedbyany 
ft Foundation in the World. 

II. Since it evidently appears that the 
gathens, long before our Saviour was 
rn, did conftantly believe thefe Sibylline 
racles to be of a DivineOriginaI,and deli- 
red them under that Notion to thofe a- 
jng them who afterward embrac’d Chri- 
anityj and finceit was impoilible for the 
iriftians afterward to trace their begin- 
ng themfelves} thofe Primitive Chrifti- 
Writers, who did believe and cite them 
Genuine and Infpired, are not to be 
amed for fuch their Belief and Citation 5 
pven tho’ we fhould believethe Heathens 
inilhken in that their fuppofed Divine Ori- 
j F gin, 



A Vindication of 

gin, and in their Traditions concerning 
them. The Reafon is plain, that the 
Chriftians went by the belt Evidence they 
had, or could have 5 and therefore ought 
not to be blamed for afting as they did in 
that Matter. It being a known Axiom, 
*\Denon apparent ibus , & non exiftentiks 
eadem eft ratio'. Whatever things are is 
thcmfelves, they cannot affedl ns, but at 
cording to what appears, and the Evidem 


have f 




111 . Since the Contents of thefe Sibyl¬ 
line Oracles are every where agreeable to 
Scripture, and foretell, for the Main, the 
fame great Revolutions of Providence that 
they do 5 tho’ without any Evidence that 
they were any way derived from them: 
Since they wereail along own’d by the An 
dent Heathens themfelves, as true and di¬ 
vine, even nottvithftanding their plain Op 
pofition to their Wicked Kefs and Idolatry 
Since Jofephus the Jew feems to quote 
them as facred alfo : Since the Primitive 
Chriftians did ever look upon them under that 
Character; And fince feveralof their Pre 
dictions were of old observ’d to be ful 
filled in After-Times, and feveral others A 
them have been fuliiiled in later Ages. 
It is not reafcoahle for this Age to recede 
from the Ancient Opinion in this Matter) 
without any new and good Evidence to the 

contrary] 
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:ontrary 5 But they ought flill to allow the 
Sibylline Oracles to have been divinely in- 
jpired: tho’ at this great diffonce of Time 

I e are not our felves fully able to trace 
eir firft Originals and Credentials^ nor 
:t to Ihew how they are every one to be 
iderftood, or have been every one ful¬ 
led to this Day, Only according to this 
inftant Rule, that their Authority be ftill 
low’d fo much inferior to the Autho- 
ty of the Books of the Old and New 
eftament, as the Evidence for the one is 
ferior to that we have for the other 5 
iich ought to be the Standard of judging 
all fuch Cafes whatfoever. 

IV. It appears therefore, that tho’ God 
ve pofitive Laws, or an Inftitution of re- 
;ious Worlhip, only to the Jews , and in- 
ufted them only with thofe divine Ora - 
;s that related to the fame, yet that he 
d not wholly confine Divine Infpiration 
to that Nation j but fupported the Law and 
Religion of Nature, and the right Wor- 
(hip of himfelf, as the One true God, a- 
mong the Heathen alfo, all along by thefe 
Oracles even till the Light of the Chriftian 
Revelation was fpread over the World. 

V. Thefe Sibylline Oracles will defer ve 
a more careful Study than has hitherto been 
afforded them3 and in particular a more 
exaft Inquiry into old Hiftory and Geo- 

F z graphy 3 

♦ 
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graphy • that we may fee how far the E- 
vents have all along correfponded to the 

Predictions therein contain’d. 

VI. There feems to have been the very 

fame difference between the Author or An- 
thors of the Genuine or Original, and of 
the Spurious or Roman Sibylline Oracles, 
that there was between Mof 9 s on one fide, and 
Jannes and Jambres, the Egyptian Magici¬ 
ans, on the other: Between the true Pro¬ 
phets of the Jews on one fide, and the falft 
ones on the other.- Between Chrijl and 
his Apoftles on one fide, and Simon Magus 
with his Followers, the primitive real He- 
reticks, on the other. And as the former 
feein moft probably to have been of Di 
vine, fo do the latter moft certainly appean 
if of any, to have been of Diabolical In 

fpiration. 

VII. Since both the Ancient Heathens 
and Primitive Chriftians fo often quote 


thefe Sibylline Oracles : 


10 orten quote 
as Divinely it- 


fpired, the exaCt Knowledge of them will 
be very ufeful for the fuller underftanding 
of thofe Ancient Authors, their Doctrines 
and Traditions^ and fo cannot but be of 
great Advantage both to profane and k 
cred Learning. 

VIII. Hence arifes a new and a very 
great Confirmation both of Natural Reli 
gicn, with its great Truths, the Being of 

tod, 
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God, his Unity, his Power, and hisPro- 
vidence in the Government of the World, 
with the Rewards and Punilhments in ano¬ 
ther State: of Revealed Religion, both 
JewiJhmA Chriftian jfuch as the Doctrines 
of Divine Prefcience and Infpiration, the 
Coming of a Saviour , the Refurre&ion 
of the Body, the Conflagration of the 
World, its Renovation again, the general 
Judgment, with the Reftoration of the 
Jews j and the like great important Points 
contain’d in the Old and New Teftament: 

And all this Confirmation comes from a 
diftintt Original, and from Heathens, 
the ml elves, who appear to have had no Com¬ 
munication with the JewiJh Prophets all 
the Time of the Delivery or thefe Oracles; 
which Circumftance is of the greateft Weight 
in this Cafe. 

N. B. When I allow the Sacred Au¬ 
thority of thefe Sibylline Oracles, which I 
here publifh as Genuine •, 1 defire it may be ob- 
ferv’d, that I do fo only in grofs and in ge. 
neral: That thefe are, for the main, thofe 
Oracles which the Heathens before and af¬ 
ter Chrtjl) and the Chriftians of the three 
fir ft Centuries, allowed and quoted as genu¬ 
ine } without pretending to juftifie every 
diftinft Claufe or Oracle, either to be 
now, or to have been then as it was ori¬ 
ginally written: But allowing that full as 

great 









ADVERT I S M E N T, 


T HE Englifi Translation is Sir John 

FloyerV; butfo much corrected by my 
be If, as to be in a manner equivalent to a 
New Tranftation. The Notes are alfo 
fometimes taken from him but gener ally are 
my own: Becaufe he feem'd to me very of¬ 
ten to mijiake and mi (interpret thefe Oracles j 
and this not feldom in cafes of the great- 
ejl eafe , and where the fame was moft ob¬ 
vious. I have not here fet down all theTefti- 
monies 1 alledge in their Originals, as 1 have 
commonly done elfewhere-, becaufe they are 
fo numerous 5 and becaufe they are moft of 

them in Galfeus’-r Edition of the Sibylline 
Oracles, and almoft all of them in that much 
ancienter and better Edition of them by 
Opfopoeus. To which the Learned and In- 
quifttive Reader is therefore to be referred 
for more compleat Satisfaftion. 


FINIS. 
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.great Imperfe&ions, Additions, Interpola, 
tions, and Alterations have all along been 
ade in thefe, as we commonly meet with 

in other Monuments that are of any great 
Antiquity. 
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ADVERT I SMENT* 

T HE Enghff Tranfationis Sir John 

Floyer’j} butfo muchcorretiedbymy 
feif, as to be in a manner equivalent to a 
New Truncation. The Notes are alfo 
Sometimes taken from him j but generally are 
my own : Becaufe he feem'd to me very of¬ 
ten to mijtake and misinterpret thefe Oracles 5 
and this not feldom in cafes of the great- 
e[i eafe, and where the fame was moft ob¬ 
vious. I have not here fet down all the Tefti- 
monies 1 alledge in their Originals , as]have 
commonly done elfewhere-, becaufe they are 
[0 numerous and becaufe they are moft of 

them in Galteus’j Edition of the Sibylline 
Oracles, and almofi all oftheminthatmuch 
mcienter and better Edition of them by 
Opfopoeus. To which the Learned and In - 
quifitive Reader is therefore to be referred 
for more compleat Satisfaction. 


FINIS. 
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nrci y.ai cupy.rjci^ y-Av soyr*?, 
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p. 43.1. Ou rpSjUsrj sA (pcfaah S'eoy, rev stictjcoxov u/x&w 
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Erythrsa. 3 fSporw W'ccvtm sTroiflcrsv, 

Juft.Paucn. Err 4 ^ so ^ c? flows’ 5 ap^a Uunpfjtsysfiyjr., aysvnr©) 

p. id. LA * Flavlcx^trwpj^ogcii^, 6 cpcov /zovor auror awa/iSf 

thrxa Aurcr o ' 1 a CXs 7 r$Toa •S'yflTflr uxo cap kos airac^, 

* Clem. Ad [ /^P-^Ps c^uva^t rov sxyg^vtov xou aXr,On K 
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p. 46 . 5 c cc AXX’ cu: A> cwnvwv xaTsvavTioy jjsXww 

60 i^Sibyila * AvOpoJxof ?Ki;af 7 £b>f?oi ysyctcorsr 

<**IPr phe* Avo psr 5 sv cryjsrrcn vpXcCsr jtcti crapy, s? scvTsr ? 
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The T R 0 E M. 

Mortal, Carnal, and vile Men, bow 
foon are You puffed up? Not conff- 
dering that You mud die. You don't 
tremble at, and fear the Suprcam God $ 
who governs you, who knows, fees, 
s all Things 5 who is the Creator 
that preferves all Things, who fent his pleafanc 
Spirit into all Things, and made him the Cover** 
)or or all Mankind. There is one God, who a- 
lone Reigns: He is very Great, Unbegoctcn>Om- 
lipotenr, Invifible: He alone lees all Things,but 
cannot be feen by any Mortal} for what Fieffi 
-an behold the Celeftial, True, and Immortal God 

t ^ 7 \ 

vuh his Eyes, who lives in Heaven; fince Men, 
dio are born Mortals, of Bones, Flelh, md Veinr* 
annot ftedfaftly behold thcfhiniflg Beams of the 
'tin? 

A z 
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LI. 6 . * c Aurcy tov [xdvov cvra ecS* nynTOg^ 

Erych-a-a. “ o> fxov©» eis am a Mi % atw©> 1 sru^fiy), , 

AuTc^uy]^ aysvyfl©^ cutcl^Ix xgjtrwv 2 c/'ia 7 rav 1 oc J 
Ilacrr figflomv svwv to xgJTflg/ov ev y.oivw 


Tr,; xa/'oCyXccrjvn; os rov a£tcv e^sls fxi^oi/y 
QtIi S'scy T*rg(jXi7rfi/ls? aXnS'ivov') asvacv ts : 
Ao£a£etv ? auT&) ts &ueiv rsgjc? exalo/xfarj 
Aaijucfff Ta; Huerta? e7roincraTs, roicnv sv 3 acte. 
Cicm.A!ex* C ‘ Tufa) y.ai pavim c^s /ZacPi^rty mi rgjGov offijjj 

ad Gentcs/ C EuOetav xirgjXrcrovrss, a 7 rnX 0 sTs, 4 xai o\ cLM'k 

P* 1 7 * fcC Kat tfxcXoTwy 5 sTrXavaoJ*g Cfolct* Tra'JTctcfrz paia 
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Clem. Alex. 


£c 6 Kar XrTrels ctxotiIuj vuxto;, fcaro; c/'s Xtt&eSv 
Idem Ad r,c Outo; icf'a 7 7ravTS<rcrr o*a(py)r. ot7rXavrflo? U'srapy 
Gcntes. c '' EXGsje, fxvj crxoTifou c/X cfycoxsls, xai 8 yvofov ai 

FA 0 ’ f 1 ’ u HsXrs yXuxuc/bpxs; fete fao; s^o^a Xa/-t7r«. : 

c< Tvcors o\ 9 aotyibjj sv STifiscnv UfX6)V* 

(primaSi- “ Et<r ss-r, avs(xx^(ret<riAis? 9 10 S7ri7rf/^ 

bylb) & ex cc As’sgrpra;, Xi/x»?j Xcr/xaf xar y.yjc/'sa Xuy^jc, 

Pi^xni U Kaivrfslyf, xpus-aXXa. 11 rt cfyj xaS sv s^ayop-itf 
( 399 ) *81. W 0 u f avy nyerra^ya/ijf xgjtler, auTo; UTsrap^ei. j 

tUTMLU.$-‘L--VW < L fjxj* 7 f. yL ■#- df 

Lat5 I B E* ^ ^u^roy cX&>; xat (pOsrps'lar 9 “ » Jujjut ctoif 
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AXXa ^so; fxovof err 7ravuTspraror 5 or 7rs7roiy]xev 
Ougjevov, yjsXicv rs, xai ars^yt;, ncAs crsXlxwIu/, 
Kap7rcfc(yv yaiav ts, xai uMetros - ci^fxara, 7rovlt\ 
0 vpiaS'* 12 uXnsvTa, xai asveta %eviJLctla it nywv, 
Taw t’ gvuc/'pwv 7raXi ^Xuva avwyO/jiov 7roXu TsrXniSor’ 
Fg 7 T€TO cTs yarn; y.iva/iy>a ^ %[/u^poT^feiTs, 

rw 
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PROOEMIUM. 

Worfhip him who is the only Governour 
fthe World, who alone is from everlafting to 
verlafting; He exifts from himfelf, is Unbegot- 
en, he governs all Things, at all Times, and 
He is in all Mortals as a Judge in their common 
ighr,or] he hath ordain’d ajudgment forall Men 
one common Day. [A defect in the Copy here.'] 
Ye fhall be punilhed juftly for your evil 
efigns, when you leave the true and eternal 
od, and do not Honour him, by offering holy 
ecatombs to him: But you offer Sacrifices 
o Daemons which are in the invifible World, 
ou walk in Pride and Madnefs, leaving the 
reight way you wander thro’ rocky and thorny 
aths. O vain Men! ceafe to wander in Darknefs 


i 


nd a black obfcure Night, but leave this Dark- 
efs, and enter into Light. Behold, he is manifeft 
oall,and is no Deceiver.Come therefore and do not 
urfue this Dark and Tempeftuous way any lon¬ 
er} behold the pleafant Light of the Sun fhines 
lorioufly. Know, and wifely confidcr it, there is 
ne God who gives Rain and W inds; he caufes 
arthquake?, Thunders, Famines, Plagues, Snow, 
ce, and fuch grievous Calamities. But why do 
reckon up every Particular * He commands in 
eaven,and governs in the Earth,and really exifts. 
[See at the end three more Verfes out of Thco- 
philus, proper for this Placed] 

If any thing be begotten, it is liable to be 
orrupted alfo: A God cannot be formed of the 
arts of a Man and Woman. But there is one only 
upream God, who hath created Heaven,the Sun, 


s 






oon, and Stars, and the fruitful Earth, and the 
Welling Waves of the Sea, the Mountains full of 
oods, and the eternal Streams of the Foqn- 
ains* He produces an innumerable quantity of 




the Waters 


g Creatures with a cool Diet, 

Aj 
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6 SIBYLL. ORACUL. 

IT cmka. rs yPhj&'j Xr/'J^G^oa, r^fltuXi^cme, 
iS^G^ 5 1 Xr/UTr^^fwv^j ra^osrjr rafa-ci ^5 

Ev 0 's vaTrats rpsar; ayfyov fyva'j Srro S'yipooy, 
Haiv rs 2 i/Trsr^y 7rav1a /B^ymcr/ 

n^-VTwy S'* rr/wrtpa xars^iccrsv vtotAjxIcv, 

AvApt o'* 3 urct;rc:^v vAauxmiX#, 4 A s '/.ara\r t r% 

Tir 7 a? cra;£ Aio/A^i ^vyfiajv 9 vcovaiTaA’ amo:f\o ^jq 
AXX’ cdiTrc /acv©-’ crAsv c Tcw.crtff raA* ar ap^yj?, 
Laft. dc Ci Af (Uci© ; xrisr,;, a:o)vi©», ai2s^c6 yatoiv. 

'ira. 22 . “ Tcj; s ayctScts* ayofjcv tncQ?=rwv xcXu * xXeisya 

r u^v, ^ r 

tc Tcif As xctxccr, aAixcrs- rs^cXcv xai S'u/y.oy s yet pm,! 
3 {ai TcX?/xev, xarXci/y.oy, 7 jA’ ctXysa Aaxpucsyrtf, 5 } 
AvSpcoxfli 77 iJ.a.Tbjj v^xjjfyja sxgqr^yoh • 
Aic^uwS'yjTg yoke's nai xvaiAaX# S'etcTrcismc. 


£ 77 * 4 * * 
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Ou /jtaviyj xca Ai/ar& (ppsvaov, xai 8 £ST,<na (papn •, 

EtXoxoAa? xXsx^cri <S~scf 5 p <ruX&><n As ^yr^ycr, 

Avrt As %[v<rwra rokcv 10 y.alaTriovcc mnv 9 
2 yflo£pa Jla AsAcpxs, xuxvai? A’ a^ayyos 11 AsAiarai' 
n^rxuuysovrsr o^sr^ x’jyar, atXsps? ayogroa, 

Kcti 12 xsrrrtva •rsfscS's, xa: spTsra S’Tig/a ycciflSj 
Kca Xi9r;a %oava, xai ayak{j.cT\o %etg<) 7 roti/fla 9 

13 Kavr«£jAc:<n Xtflwv cruy^w/aala raura trgfs^s,^ 

AXXa rs itckko. y.alcuo, a An x’ oao/^v alspAety. 

14 Err; Srci /-is^xar; AoXc^lcpsr 15 stci afisXwv, 

Tor; An 16 xax 7C/.ia]@' %&tcu S'avalflipop©' w>, 

Gy A’ *s*jv ^/] rs, xaf a^Aircv a&vasv (pcor, 

Xa: /.tsXt i© ; J 7 yXuxsps yXuxsparrs^y avA^crf 

70 


(ia 


;g r\— 

E'/* 


19 


?V/C X - to) A« /acvco ojjyjiva 20 xa/jC7r]«y, 

haf ryfocv c/j.wioji'j sy Ar'-flsaA 4 a.Joy.kvjcvj, 


h: 


A! y}^' , ^ £ - '■'- - 7 h. 2 ^ T 27 st^ctr. Th. g v CTi)elCH'• Tk’ 
p ; :~:p.Y,x ? ctw.vt </mkq ;\<6 p^oya. L. 7 A 

1 ••- Th. 9 Th. 10 x*/ eshva yju’- 

Th. u c A sA/fi5s*tf, Th. 12 rT'jzeivci, Th. 13 x’ i? rr'X^h^ 
l4 * yttp-fi 1 S’ &%/"• Tb. i (5 x’ sx. Th. 17^^, 

-8 fu. 19 5 \]f\ zcty.-jT'- Th, 20 aycMKti’Ql. Tb* 
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I PRO 0EM1U M. 

* 

nd he gives to the fwift Birds of various Kinds 
irflior plcafant Notes, and to cut the Air with 
eir noifie Wings , and he hath put the wild 
’arts in the Hills, cover’d with Wood) and 
thfubje&ed all Beads to Mankind; but hath 
tde Man his peculiar Workmanlhip, the Go* 
rnour of all Things, and hath fubjeded to him 
my various Creatures which he c.nnot com;*re¬ 
ad j for what Mortal Man can know all Things ? 
t he only knows them that made them in the 
ginning > who is the incorruptible and eternal 
eator, living in Heaved^who gives to all good 
n a very great Reward, but is angry with 
Unjuft and Wicked, and punilhes them by 
irs, Plagues, and extraordinary Calamities. 
Men! why do you vainly exalt your lelvcs and 
d againft God, and are therefore utterly de- 
y’d ? Be afham’d to efteem Cats and Brutes as 
d$. Is not this plain Madnefs,Pury,or Stupidity 
Mind / Your Gods fteal Cattle, and make 
*ey of Cups; they who ought to inhabit the 
and glorious Heavens, appear to be eaten 
with Worms, and covered all over with Spider’s 
Webs. O you Fools / you worfhip Serpent?, 
Dogs and Cats, and you adore Birds,and the cieep- 
ing Creatures in the Earth, and Images of po- 
lilhed Stone, and Statues made with Hands, and 
aifo heaps of Earth or Sepulchres, which are 
made in the Ways* and you worfhip, bifides 
thefe, many other vain Things, which it is a 
iliame to mention. Thefe are the faltc Gods of 
foolifh Men, and from their Mouth deadly Poi- 
fon diftils. But to him alone we ought to fubmit 
our felves, and follow the way of cte-nal Righto- 
oufnefs, who has the Power of Life, and of in¬ 
corruptible and eternal Light, and can give to 


Men J 
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$ SIBYLL. ORACUL. 

Tool a ’knrc'jns avravra, d'wn? /xes-cv s ro xuorsXXoy 
Zo^reggv, s-rfayv, ^sfagfl/x^oy su 6 fxa\* axgnToy 
EfXxurar, 7 fxsixlwori irvbixari 7rayrs?.^ 

* K 5 a’ JteXsr £xvir\|/cu, xar craXp^va vooy sX(fe 

Kar yvcovar fiafikna &soy, roy 7 ravr ecpogwvra, 

Tavsxev aita/x^/sio Trues' creXar eg^er ti/ias*. 

A afXTafft xoa/S'ncrecS'e <A oucov© J ro 'crav^juag 
'£\&c/W(y ou^ujU'&'svrer eor’ erAoXcrcrrv a^gyjs'Oir. 8o 

/ “ Of c/'g S’eov n{MVTis aXyjS'iyov, Uivao-j 9 re, 
cc Zcoh/; 10 xXnyvojU 8 (r ( 5 tov ou&)y© j ^jvoy, a/jTcr 

W iA. it. <c O/xyy-^ff 11 'zzrag^c/'efc^^ 2 o/xwr fig/^nX?a xn 7 rcy 

,i2» Ery- Ao«yu/^of yXuxuv agrov mr* S£$cvy are^ey]©*, 

thl JC 3 » 

# 

BIBAIOH B,(a T.) 

Sue ton Tit . c Aurag * 7 r« Pcouy] xct/ Aryu'/ly /3acnX<4a*ff, 

Tacit Rf v /C Efj ev o lOujuycra, tcts cfy fiartXeta (Xtytryj 
Hift. jud. C A&awrx fia<Tt\Y)@ J w* avQ'gwTrcicrt (pavarai. 395 

VII. 12. c H^er c/ v ayv© ava% wavw ync (rx»j 7 rlgj 6 x^lflow, 

(vitp.4^0.) < ^coya? 'nravras nc&yojJ^oio ^govoro. 

Kca Tore Aartvm cara^jCfTyjr©' ^cX©' ayc/^cov 
3 * Tg/f ?mx!xjj oiy-rpn ixcipy mra^nXr^ovrat. 

Tlavrts d' avfipwrcr jxeXgflgjrj icftcrra oXoujUTar, 400 
OrsToray 8£<po$ , ey gijrn xara^xryjr. 

Or/xor cfeXa/y], -sror eX^creTcct ij/xag exervo, 

Ngu xgjmr a$ravaroio &W [xzyaXs j 3 a<nXfl©> • 

Agn J'g rr xn^e^g 7 roX«r, xccr/jiHod's ts warac 
Nocorr, xar fcuPtoK, ayo^yxs, %f>vcoi$ fyavois re,40$ 
Agyugsoi?, \fonois ts, iv* sX&jjr «f 7rrx£jy yj/xap. 
H^er yap, o 7 roTay &e<8 <Aa£Verat ccfytn 
Ilatnv ev av6ga)7rorr. Aurag to, exccr* ayopArro, 
0<AToar <y BroXrcr; /xs^Tef xaxolyjra {pgpwiv, 

AXX 5 


f re. Th. 6 yLctkct jtpczTwIef* Th. 7 ct?&&vvn &• 
fzctmTf- Th. S mix. Th. 9 yi. L. 10 Khr<(yi'0!XMtf 
am a. Th. 11 decft. Th. 1 1 iratyJ'&aoy.L. 13 rpeif Edit. 


LIBER SECUNDUS. 

M 

gut you have forfaken all thefe; you have drank 
»Cup full of the untnixt Wine of God’s Venge¬ 
ance, which is very ftrong and thick, by your 
Madnefsand Folly} neither are you willing, to 
become fober and found in your Minds, to know 
the true God and King, whofe Providence is o- 
ver all Things. Wherefore the burning of a 
fervent Fire fhall feize on you, and you fhall 
burn in Flames continually, for ever, and be 
afhamedof your unprofitable falfe Idols: But they 
who Worlhip the cruc and eternal God fhall in- 
herit Life: They fhall poflefs the flourifhing Gar¬ 
den of Paradife,and there feaft on the fweat Bread 
which comes from the ftarry Skies. 


I BOOK II, for III.) 

But after that Rome fhall govern c Agypt, uniting 
to the Empire. Then the Great Kingdom of 
e Immortal King fhall appear amongft Men, and 
holy King fhall come who fhall govern all the 
I orld for all Ages of Time to come; and then the 
evitable Anger of the Latins fhall thrice deftroy 
ime by a miferable Fate j and all Men fhall be 
:(troy’d in their own Houfes, when the River 
: Fire lhall defcend from Heaven. O me mife- 
ble! when that Day fhall come, and the Judg- 
ent of the Immortal God, the great King! 

N. B. This Oracle is a plain Trediftion of the co¬ 
ming of Chrifi, and of his Kingdom. 

Why do you now build Cities ? and adorn them 
all with Temples, Places for Racing, Market¬ 
places, Statues gilt or carved, or covered with 
Silver, or made of Stone, that you may come to 
that fad Day? For it fhall come when the Smell 
of Brim ftone defcends amongft all Men. 

But I will declare particularly in how many Cities 
Men fhall fuffer Calamities, [Some Dislocation or 
Vtfett bere.j ‘ l But 
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SIBYLL. ORACUL. 

ibaion r. 

u AXX’ oiroTCL'j fjizyaXcio Ssy TsXswyrca dTOXai^j 
u A? 7 tct € 7 r»i 7 refXjicrs /B^yror? 1 01 7 rupyov 


Sfeh’ a Xwpu ev Aarug/yj, ojuotpwvci ctf ijcrav aTaVTsr, 

^ n r. I r. a Kcu fix'kcvr 2 amGw &s y^yvov arfgjfme, 

/ . . « r“ • is 


E Theoph.]. 


& cx eo “ Avriy.a ^ aS-avar©' [/asyaXlu; syrsOr/^v avaynh 
Eufeb.Pi^p 

Pf u IlvA/xotcrtv. oturotp sTretr 5 otvs/ao* //.syav xXt 

•i | I 

xupycv 40 

Pi^iay, /tea Swcior; ?7r’ rcXX^Xcc? sg/v wpcrav, 

4 “ Tsysxa to; Ba£uXwvot Ppyrci 7roX« svo// sSevTfl 
a Aurap sTre* TUpy©* r 5 stscts, yXcocrrai r 5 av 

rSpWTTWV 

Stmtcm s/asp/cS'flo'ay aScLkwras E 

Theophilo] 

“ na/iooWous- (paveaert o\*?ps<pcy, w/rap caiacra 
u YaicL /Bg^rcov *urXy ( pro /WiXyj&w^j 

Athenag.p. a Xca tots c A « c/'sjtotTii /as^gTrwv odyfipanraw, 


f Et; ‘ 5 /cXXar a " 


E£ 6 87 rsp KarayJkvqjLo; £u; 


i a; 




as 


o A par 


33 ’ 34 - “ 

Tcrtul. ad 

Narioncs. , 

II. 12 . “ Kou 7 gayiXAtrs K^y/©^ xca Ttr&v, IaTST©* ; 

P* 7 6 - “ Tm :* tsxva fsfyrotj y.cu 9 sgyyy s^sxaXscrcrav 

<c AvSpa)7rcf 5 yoy.yjf rs /tea ypyvs 8 vo/a a Ssmr, JO 
a Ouvsxa ct 10 'aT£C)(p$pp9a scrav /xsgyztrwv avfywwA 


Hvixa cfy/ay S'U/a©' surodurotro svQsov usrvoi/, 

Kca XtHo/xtu/ yfyjsTngy /asyav xaucracQj avayxrr. 

Kca 'uraXt /aot /asyaXoio S'ss ^otw sv s’^eoj'tv ZJJ 
Iraro, xett /a* sxsX^Jcre 'or^(pyp<4 j cai xala ttclcclv 
Taiotv, xat /3acnX4j<n rot r ivvcjjfyjcL (ppsen S’etyetf, 
Kcq /aoi Tyro ^rpcorov vow eyGsro Xs^ca, 

Ocrcrot x« r« Ba0uXaw s/ayiraTO otXysot Xuy^jt 

A 9 avaT© j ^ 3 ert ci vaev ixtyav z^aha'urafyv. 2 iO 

Af, 

. ■ .. ■ ... ■ — . ■ ■ mm . ** 

i ot?« Th. 2 ampwcu 3 eT\ 4 Omittit Th. f A# 
A. 6 -I cT». A. 7 $&(jtKcv<;. A. 8 vgpmt iKcthicaai\ A* 

9 ya/avra xx/ sfxry.". A- 10 *rp«T/r 9 /» A. 




LIBER TERTIUS. 

% 

t But [this fiiall be] when the Threats of the 

< Great God are accompliflied, with which he once 
* theaten’d the Men “ who built the Tower in 
!<< the Country of Affyria : then all fpake the 

lame Speech, and feem’d to defign to afcend as 
i high as the Stars; then the Immortal God 
i fent violent Storms, and when the Wind had 
t overthrown the great high Tower, and had 
11 excited a mutual Contention amongft them, 

!• Men thereupon gave to that City the Name 
11 of Babylon-, but after the Tower was fall’n, 

,l and the Speech of Men differed in all forts of 
« Words, then was all the Earth divided, and 
« fill’d with different Kings. ‘ And then [were 

< thofe threats to be accomplifhed when] the 
1 tenth Generation of Mankind fhould arife, i.e. 
From the Time the Flood came on the firfl: Men, 
and Saturn , and Titan, and Japetus liv’d, whom Men 
called the excellent Sons of the Earth and of Hea¬ 
ven, by giving them their Name from the Earth 
and Heaven, becaufe they were the mod excel¬ 
lent of all Men. 

N« B. T his feems to be the order and meaning of this 
famous Paffage,which the Copies do fomewhat dif¬ 
fer about ; and in that Cafe it needs no Explication , 
it is fo eafie. 

Now when my Mind had ceafed from delivering 
this Divine Dream in Verfe, and I had intreated 
the great Father to ceafe from forcing me,the Voice 
of the great God came again into my Soul, 
and commanded me to Prophefle through every 
Country, and to cell what flwli come to pafs to 
the Kings hereafter. And this thing the Im¬ 
mortal God firfl put into my Mind to fpeafc; 
how many fad Calamities he had prepared for 
Babylon ; becaufe they had deflroyed his great 
Temole, Alas! 


11 


SIBYLL. oracul: 

♦ 

Ar, &i m BaCuXaw, i\Jl 9 Aorugpv ai/o^ 

tlairav a{j.agrct)\o)v youccv otvarai, * 

Kat matray /jt6^7ra)V aXaXay/x©* cXecra. 

Kca 'srXnyn [xtyakoto S’ss r l y{l^© } u/av&jy, 

Ae^©" yap m Ba£uX&>v «£ei vrcr av&)9ey, ^ 
Aurap amsgpvobw xaraftwerat e% ayiw orof 
Kat S'u/jioj tshvck cuaivi© 4 z%o\M(?et t 
Kac rcr wn w? n^a ■ar^T*, a? (xa yzyomct. 

Kca tots arX»<&fl 0 » auro c« ( u«l©x gj; arap(y>» aarjj 
^X ias avctyajy r ayatav r« e/Wiwv a\\xa y 2 jo 
Hv m me vao c«//.a /3ca efj <xtO^ /aan^v, 


crof 7 rX>iy>i /LtsyaXy) Aryans efx.y^ 
Ac-iVki, « wmor WA^iaa? ip%ofjfyljj aoi. 
Po^rpata ya? c/'ieXr&a'srai c/'ia /otstrov crejo. 
2 xop7nqA©' cPe t« xoa 9 'avar©' xcu^Xi/jl© 1 
E&fy/arjj n^cjj /Sa^Xricuv' xca toIs ara/j(r«. 


At, eu croi Tcoy ijc^g Maywy, yo*a 

Aiv'toTOv arcra/aa)!/, arouw at/aar©* sx^u/aa cf^jj , 
Kca x£f<rsG)s ofXQ<n; sv ^tv^pcoTrortri xsxXfjcnj, 

Kca mtlcu crs ycua zo*cXuc/'£jo , © J cu/xa xihouvov, 260 


hi 


Ar, g« m 



LIBER TERT1US. 

P 

I Alas! alas for thee Babylon , and the Nation of 
the Syrians ! a howling N oife lhall pafs thro’ 
that Land of Sinners, and the Shouts of Men for 
Viftory. and the ftroke of the great God, who 
js che Author of my Oracle, lhall deftroy all 
the Country •, for Vengeance lhall come on thee,0 
^Babylon, from the Air above-, and an eternal Fury 
j lhall defcend from the Holy Places in Heaven 
1 upon thee, and lhall deftroy thy Children ; and 
then thou (halt be as thou waft at firft, as if 
thou hadft not been born; and then thou lhalt 

i 

be filled with Blood; as th< u haft formerly fpilt 
the Blood of good and holy Men, which now 
cries to the high Heavens.? 

N. B. This Oracle clearly belongs to the Dejlruttion 
of the Babylonian Monarchy byCytasthe Perfian. 

0 Egypt ! a terrible great Slaughter lhall befal 
thee, which thou didft hope will never befal 
thee; a Sword lhall pafs thro’ the midft of thy 
Lands, and Difperfion, and Death, and Famine, 
Hull follow : But in the feventh Generation of 
the Kings thou lhalt have Reft. 

N. B. This belongs clearly to Cambyfes Conjueft 
of Egypt, and its Revolt afterward under Darius 
Nothus. 

Wo to thee,0 Land o {Qog and Magog, lying be¬ 
tween the /Ethiopian Rivers! how great an Ef- 
fufion of Blood lhalt thou receive ! and Men 
lhall call thee the Houfe of Judgment; and thy 
well water’d Land lhall drink black Blood. 

N. B. This Oracle feems to belong to Mefopotamia, 
when Alexander there conquer'd the lajl Darius, 
or when the Parthians fo often fought there with 
the Romans, long afterwards. 

Alas for thee O Libya ! 

N. B. Hire feems to be a defefl in the Copy . 




SIBYLL, ORACUL 

Af ca era &ctkaara rs tm yet, 

©vyetrzp e? c/W/acov cu? vj£srs 'urtx^v s? Yifxap^ 

H^srs cfy %a\s7rcto cPiOL>7roijfyjcii visr otyoov© 

Abv» x-cct %a\rt iry. dem K£/ok sorsrcct at&r?, 

Kca xar’ avayxhjj 7 iravlzs g? oXsS^v, 2 ^ 

Av^y qjv a0ava)c£o /jtsyay c/'iscfyXijcracS's 
Oiy.cv, odvcri <rio\{>eiois r z(j.aa-Y\(TctTB c/Wcor. 

T xny.a dr\ vwpm 'urXtfptf cr^jv ycuav s*5ro-\}/« ? 

Tsr jjfy) yem 'sflokyj.x y.af Turcurtf oXu/asv© opfjiY\^ 
Ai{xx xou Aci[xv, xm <St s^Dpoov J3^pfr^9u//a>v» 2 y 
Tata sp^t© a7racra cgfisy, xcm tpn/jta «roXy]©. 


Ey o*s cWa as>sj Xa/a-vf/tf, cy epycr; ycjxr,rlw, 

P CfXty CLICKS, &Ct‘JCtTOlO Tfc (TflfXCt 

Hywcvw T£ i (pOop^ avoVcoy ^.ya\m r 

^/IjXCCTCt dl ’zOStTUl CtUv'fS* SV ftV0p&J7roWl (XZyiS'CC, 2"J) 

Kc4c yap Maififli? Xifxvn, T avals Mvdivn;, 

Ac^ei xaddt (yev fiabiuj, ouikax©* sars'kt oXx© 

Kap7ro(pcp8* to o r ’s. p^/y.a to iav^ov av%vj s<ps%a 

Jacr/xeclei, r,d\ (ia^cthp cl^my], TtfoWai oh Tsrohw 

AuTavdfUji xoivzovTctx iv Atrcndi pfyj la^m, 280 
Ks p£e«, Slavdom, Ko\o$w 9 Ef«r& 9 Nuuua, 

A vne^etet, Tavaygy, SrvajTjj, S/xupyyj 7 Ma^©, 

EupcoTTw? c^g Kuay^t, KXir©, BanXfr, Mwottoa, 
Avrtyoy^ Mayy^ra, Muxk/jy;, IlavOaa, 
r<x{a 'uravoX^rr, IsgaTreXif A>y?raXow. 
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Alas for thee O Sea, and Land in the Weftera 
Nations! how fhall you come to the miferab'Ie 
j)ay! you fhall come exercifed in a Conflict 
which will be terrible and difficulty you fhall 
have a fearful Judgment again, and you all ihall 
come to Deftru&ion, becaufe you have defirby- 
ed the great Temple of the Immortal God 5 grie- 
voufly grinding it as it were with Iron Teeth: 
for this caufe thou fhalt fee thy Land fill’d with 


dead Bodies, fome flain in War, and all the force 
of evil Spirits, by Famine and Plague, and by 
Enemies of a barbarous Fury.* All thy Land ihall 
become a Defarr, and thy Cities be foriaken. 

N. B. ‘This Oracle feems tv foretel the Miferies of 
the Romans .even as far as the Inundation of the 
barbarous Nations, for their Defirnotion uf Je- 
rufalem, and of the JewiJh Worfbip and Temple. 

In the Weft a Star Ihall fhine, which is called a 
Comer, and is a fign of War, Famine, and Death 
by Plague?, and of the Slaughter of great Com¬ 
manders and Noblemen, and there fhall be other 
great Signs among Men ; for the Mceotick Lake, 
and deep Tanais ihall not continue their flux 
of Waters; and there fhall be plow'd Land in its 
Channel} but the Currents fhall become innu¬ 
merable. There ihall be great Openings of the 
Earth, and vaft Caverns fhall appear, and Men 
with their Cities fhall be fwallowed up. Thcfe 


Cities fhall be overthrown in Afia^ Jaflis, Cerbre., 
Pandonie , Colophon, Ephefus 5 Nicaa , Antiocbia , 
Tanagr a ,Sinope , Smyrna , Mar us ; and thcfe Towns 
in Europe , Cyagra , Clitus, B a fills, MeropAn¬ 
tigone, Magtiefia> Mycene , Pantbeia, wealthy Gaza 7 
Hierapolis and AftypaLt. 

N. B. This Oracle feems to belong to the firfi Ages 
of the Gofpel ; Jome of thcfe Deflations appear 
remarkable in Hifiory , and others ought to have 
enquiry made after them. 




I 6 


SIBYLL. ORACUL. 

tot Aiyvrlx choov tfyu? oXgQ’ps 

Kctf tot AXs^avctyAcrrv st©» ro -nrapsXS’Oif opgty 
Ottwotz cA£ 6 u/jto<popw Acrfij? \!Ztrsc/'&^a.To Patycfl, 

Xprij uala xw rys roava d\(Pt%srcq t[A7rakiv Am; 
Ex Pqpu?, oXoluj cA J ctrcri7i]q ufg/v s? cwrlw. 2 ^ 
Oa<xoi ft Aow IraXav c/tyiov a/x(ps7roX&a*av, 
Etxecraxrc Tctrcrov sv A/rtricPt S'lfldjtrxcrw 

0 1 1 ra\otj 7 Ttvibj ava fxug/ctv c^X^scr^. 


il ^XfcAm, ^^pucrg, A cfliviJ'®* wycve Pto/ju^ 
IlapS'evg^ *5roXXaxi erourt raroXu/jivyis’min yct[j.cuiv 2Jj 
OivcoOetcra, Xarg/r vttytfpgucrEat &x «vt xcerfjtq)* 

IlcXXaxi </*’ afptw creto xojulw c/'sccowa rg xefpei, 
He/'e J'ixtu/ c/W«ra ra y^vo^gV ttoti yo«av 
P4ef, gx c/'g yctfKjs* *craXiy sgjtvov «? avsywper. 

Orli figyrct <pcuikot) £«y]r acfyxs r gvs^ovro, 30 :) 


Tertul. de Ef 1 » *«f 2 */*©* a MM 




AfjX©* 


Fallio. 2. Kc« Pa3/Jtn pujitn. ra c/'g Stefffara Travla TiXetraf, 


2. 

p. rj2. 
(vid. orac. 

IV./io. 
VIII. 717.; 
Apol. 40. 
Lad. VII. 

if. (vide. 

VIII.717J 


2/*upW d v oWvfjLMn: *?c/W Xoy© sxsV.©' ?rof, 
AXXa xaxa; r ^eXccuti xat'flys/xsvwv xarsTiflf. 
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liber tertius. 

Then know thou that the pernicious People of 
■gypt are near Deflru&ion, and then the beft 
Year will be over with the Alexandrians. When 
me hath received the Tribute of Afia , Afia 
hall receive thrice as much Mony again from 
\Rome, and fhall pay the fame pernicious Injury 
'to it: And as many as have ferved the Italian 
amilies of thofe which came from Afia, twenty 
imes as many fhall the Slaves in Afia y and the 
'talians (hall be punilhed with an Infinite Poverty. 

I N. B. This Oracle feems to belong to the Holy War; 
when Rome and the Weft left vafit Treafures and 
loft vafi Armies in Afia. 

0 luxurious rich Virgin, the Offspring [or 
aughter] of Latin Rome! being intoxicated 
y many celebrated Nuptials, thou, who art a 
ervant, fhalt not be married to the World: thy 
iftrefs often cuts off thy delicate Hair, inflift- 
ng Punilhment on thee; fhe throws thee from 
eaven to the Earth, and raifes thee from Earth 
o Heaven again, becaufe thy Inhabitants live un- 
alt and wicked Lives. 

N. B. This Oracle may belong to Italy, and to that 
Slavery it Jhould endure under Rome in the latter 
Ages of the World. 

Samos fhall become an heap of Sand, and De- 
'« fhall difappear, Rome fhall bfecome a Village, 
nd all Things predicted fhall come to pafs. 

N. B. The former Branches of this Oracle are obferved 
' by Tertullian, to have been fulfilled before the 
Days e/Tiberius ; as the laft has been long ful¬ 
filled in part, fmee the Rife of Confiaminople, 
and the Abfence of the Emperors from Rome. 

! And there fhall be no mention of vindicating 
the Deftruftion of Smyrna, but only by the ill 
ounfels and Wickcdnefs of the Governours. 


S 
i 




If 


■i 


B 


Peace 


SIBYLL ORACUL. 

£,pnyg oi yahbji© tvl Aon* yaia oAuoa. 3c; 
Eopni cl's fjiaxa^a tot’ sffff£ra k efo]©’ cu§i) p, 
IlsXusrnr, supaiS'© J 5 a^a.aal©’, a%a\a.(!jQ J , 
jlavla <p£f«*' mj orltoa «*» sp™™ 7 *W. 

SI ywujtQS©’, of «^eS* 0 * 5(rtrSTa * aw, 

He yujun, fjtaxapw ocffw ay^uX^lo 

Eu/jo/jhi yep xaca ax’ sgjws a?sysv-ror 
H^tr’ set avS-paxs?, « o v «ud'ixm f*era /aurois 
Hxaimuv Tsrgjjfpsprfcra fifyrois optoveia «tc(pp&)V, 
Kctfropyn, xins, (ptXtn ^w/ axod'Wuv 
He's t£ cTus-jcfjciy), ^(ujj.os, (pSovor, opy*), avoia' 315 

Mo-st ax’ avS'gaxwv izrsvin, *«« <p^«r’ avayxn, 
Kou (povor, sXojU^at r’ sgpe/'e?, *«t veixsa Xuypa, 
Kas vu/loxXoxiai, m xav jumsov upcaat xsivoif. 


AXXa Maw«/W« /3apu Ts^flae Aowcfo w«^a, 

Eupuxyi? ts jusyirov avas-a^uwo-elca aXyor, 3 20 
E» ^U6)jf KfjjvtoVo, vc0ov J'sXov te ^eOXyir. 

Kervn xaf EafiuXwva xroXiv c/'sc/'o^cyjcrEr’ tpvpvlw, 

Kctf xacni? C7re<r»]f sxi^pxsla i riXior owe 

AscarcTif cwc^Oacra, xaxaif ar/iaiv oXhtw, 

Ou vc/j.cv c^iyovciffi xcXuxXayxlcicnv s^aca. 3 25 

0 
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Hfrjf YsMTrer cms’eis Aavncf'cs oXfioy sc/W 
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Avnp 7TCpCfUpstuJ \&>7TVp STC€IJUDOS’ WJUtOlf, 

Aygjc?, aXXoc/'txrir, (pXoyoeer. flye yap aaroy 
n^s ks^wvo? (jWa, jiajtov cA’ A (no £uyof 
Oacra toXv; c/'s .^Owv 7ris1«* (povov o/jtj3pu8«{r«, ?3 C 




LIBER TERTIUS 

| « 

Peace and Tranquillity Avail happen to the Coun¬ 
tries in Afia ; then Europe {hall be happy, the 
Seafons {hall be fettled, fruitful, without any 
Tempeft or Toil, producing all Things, as Birds, 
and creeping Things on the Earth : That Man 
or Woman is happy who comes to that Times 
he will be happy like the unconcern’d Country¬ 
man) all manner of juft Laws ill all defeend from 
Heaven amongft Men, and juft Adminiftratioa 
(hall Accompany them,and found Concord,which 
of all Things is moft beneficial to Men; with 
Love, Faith, Hofpitahty : But ill Laws, Re¬ 
proach, Envy, Anger, Madnefs, Poverty, Vio¬ 
lence, Slaughter, Pernicious Contention', fatal 
Quarrels, Thefts in the Night, and every evil 
Thing fhall Men avoid in thofe Times. 

N. B. I doubt whether this Oracle has pet been ful- 
\ filled: only it will certainly he fulfilledtowards the 
\ end of the IVorld. 

But Macedonia fhall bring a great Damage upon 

Afia. A great Mifchief {hall befal Europe from 

the Breed of Saturn , and the Offspring of a 

fpurious Servant: And they (hall Conquer ftrong 

h'yhn : and when of all the Countries which the 

Sun ihines on, Ihe has been called Queen, lhe 

(ball be deftroyed by extraordinary Ruin, and 

{hail not give Laws to her wandring Pofterity. 
N- B. Perhaps this Oracle may belong to the Sara¬ 
cens. 

Bur m time there {full come a perfidious Man 
into the happy Country of A Ha, being cloath'd 
in purple Garments: he will be cruel; of {{range 
Manners; of a hot fiery Temper; A flafh of Ligh¬ 
tening lead him : All Afia {Trail undergo an hard 
Yoke, aiTd that Land lhall drink much Blood, 

which will he fned on it. 

B i His 



SIBYLL. ORACUL. 


rwv c/'s fyiw %m% $jos s^TroXscrcraf, 
£}y J'jj 7rsp ^uslcu ac/ror S'sXei z%a7roheircu 7 


Pt^ay ictv ys cAicAg^ hv xaj xo^ei CgtjroXciyor, 
Ko%J/« TopipupeYK ^usrw^jt /uta^r/lJw. 

Apoc.t;. ExcAsxa ofy) xs^flwv 7ra£j& c/'kj (puroy aXXo <piflet/ffe{ f 
I,Dan, 7 4 7-AXXa xc« cor vravaisov cr/ravra rc% Gs^Trsuofy 

K 5 ac/ror atf qeov, coy s? o/jto(pyva aurm aggfl? 
OSeiroa. xctj tots cfy vra^^uo^o)/ xe£jtf ap|Gf. 


Esuc xaf 4 >£uyiyj c/'s (pegeCfGJ arixa Tsx/jtap, 

07 T 7 rors xat Parj? fxra^jy «v ^Govx gsu/jca, 34a 

Aevaov g/^criv a^i^roim tsS^X©*, 

Auro 7 rgs/xvov Tavwov rf| sv vuxti j^jqrai, 

Ev 7roXei avi-avcApco Aria-ef? ^fiovor suvotnyarttf 
Hv rore (pyj/j«^8£rcty smovupufou cAogsXacoy 

Ag^arn? Oguyitif TrcXucAaxpUTOto xeXarvtfr. 345 

E9 5 cc^ xac^jr sxeiv©* i 7 r®]}V[J.ilw zvotn^MV, 
K&O/xcovas; yaiij? <rxsc/W«, xa* T«^gcc Xura. 
S^fxara cA* sx ayafoio, xaxaio cAe (pucrsrai asx*li 


IIa//(puX8 xoXs/aoio cAa^jUsvar s^st* csvayKar. 
AtvsacA«r cAs Jltfxs cwrc^Gov©^ syjsvsr at/x<x. 3^0 
AXXcm cwS’ts eXcog £7n ctyS'pararcjcrjv zgyzai?. 
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His Generation fhall be deftroy’d by the Gene* 
ration of thofc whofe Generation he would have 
deftroyed. 

N. B. Perhaps this Oracle may belong to the Turks. 

He fhall leave one Root which a w arrior fhall 
deftroy, and fhall cut off the Warlike Father of 
the Royal Stockj and fhall Plant another Plant 
near the ten Horns. But as foon as he hath taken 
care of Ida, which was utterly deftroyed, then 
he fhall perifh by the Sons of them who con- 
fpire in the fame Fate of War, and then the Horn 
planted near the Ten fhall reign- 

fj. B- Perhaps this Oracle which is confufed in the 
MSS. may belong to the Turks alfo : and the lafi 
part of it to the Ottoman Family at Conftantinople. 
And there fhall be a Sign to fruitful Phrygia,when 
the corrupt Stock of Rhea fhall flourifh, with 
profperous and well watered Roots, and make a 
perpetual Inundation. The Atifeis in the City 
Antandros, a Country oft fhaken with Earth¬ 
quakes, fhall be utterly deftroy’d in one Night: 
Which City was called Dorilaiitn, in old Black 
fbrygia , an unfortunate Country This will be 
a Time famous for Earthquakes, which will o- 
pen the Caverns of the Earth, and throw down 
the Walls of Cities: Thefe Earthquakes will 
be figns of Evils to come, and the beginning of 
them. 

N. B. this Oracle, feents alfo to belong to the Turks,' 
and the beginning of the Ottoman Devaftations: 
when happened one of the greateft Earthquakes 
that ever was. 


The fad Calamities of the Pamphylian War fhall 
then happen, and then fhall be lpilc the Noble 
Blood of the old Mneade, and they fhall again 
be made a prey to Men in love. 

B? Q 
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Pauftn. c I>joy ciy.rac^ Cr, y.ara 'ZrapAu yap E^fyvus 

Sibyi.«B » C BXas'yjeree 7rsgp.aXXsr aee^rov 

Aono^ Eu£&j7mr rs ■aroXuoiHpsr cicA//& XirvucrcL. 
2or cAs (j.akisa yoovs } ij.c]$o'j$, swa'fcaz ts <Jq. 


Hcrophi 
len ap- 
pellat. 
La&.l.lex* 


^acnx 


355 


cai^u. 


Varronc, 

ille ex Ap- c @r t (xet. ayvpriTov cA 5 s£ei xXs©* ?cxro/ji/y( 

Erythrxa." ‘ TIJ 7r F (r 0 ur #(> 

Diodor.Sic. 

c ‘^AcAcrar^s*. cAuaWW (pa©* cvo'cnia’iv sv criv 3 
Solin. cx Nowj cAs zoXau xca «Ttr © 5 S‘ ,, *£e* sju/^ar^y cAiaycWj 

V jlj i0 OujjciJ.atTi'J cAuert /j.;Iyo^Oov 5 Xiov cA* xaXsfferft, 360 

k _ 

Autcv, y.ai y^j^/et ra y.ar IXtov, s fjlyj a\r$Mj 
AWa c rasas' $ 7 rscnv yaj s/jwj?, j*srpwv *n xgj&ryjfffl. 
ripcor© yap x&ptojiv t{J.as /BifXour ovo//twyj. 
Aut© j o v m fj.aXa y.oqx yjo-ei 7 toXs/jloio xopurctf, 

E/.rogy rig/a/x/cAl «/ 5 xeu A^XXstf IltfXewa, 365 

Ta? t aXXs? oztrocroir 7roXs/jt»*a spyci fjts/jLyjXs, 

Ko/ yg Osar raroicn r&atyza&aj ys 'urciYicetj 
ba\y (pvj§w y.ar a yran a rgj 7 rov 9 /-terras’ 


ten 


x 




Kcu S'Avgsv /xaXXcy row xXs© scrersTa/ djpv 
IXicv, ccXX« xa/ c«; 7 © j ajjLoiCoucc Xtfyrctf tpy&. 


370 
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Kae Auxiyj Aoxgjtc *$u@' xaxa 7roXXa (pi/]A 

XaXxijcAcov s’svcio orc^v Toyrcio Xa^acra ? 

Acw /xcXgjv tcts itrcw? AitcoXi©' ^iva^j^Gi* 
&* £ ™ ttcvt© a?rcppy}|ei / 3 «pu« cXCcv. 
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LIBER TERTIUS . 

0 Troy , I pity thee*, for in Sparta , a Fury 
(hall flouriih, as a Plant moil beautiful and fa¬ 
mous, and ihall occafion various Miferies in the 
Countries of Europe and Jjia, but chiefly to thee 
(he iliall bring Mournings, and Sighs, and La¬ 
mentations, and ihe {hall have everlafting Fame 
among!! Pofterity. 

And then an old Lying Writer (hall appear in 
that Time again, counterfeiting his Country, be¬ 
ing alfo dim-fighted; he fhadl have much Wit 
and Eloquence, and (hall compofe a wife Poem, 
made up of two Parts, and he ihall fay he was 
born at Chios. And he ihall write the Hiftory 
of Troy , not juft as Things are, but plainly, and 
according to my Words: and he iliall ufe the 
fame Yerfe. He fhall be the firft that ihall cele¬ 
brate my Books with his Hands \ he ihall much 
adorn the Commanders in the War by his Praifcs, 
Triamts’s Son Hettor, and Achilles the Son of 
feleus, and all others who are famous in War, 
and he fhall make the Gods to affift them, wri¬ 
ting falfely in every Thing. Spacious Troy ih-all 
give Reputation to thofe who dy’d as Mortal 
Men, but he ihall deferibe the Actions on both 
fides alternately. 

N. B. This Oracle plainly belongs to the Siege of 
Troy and to Homer*; Poems ; tho’ I fufpeil at 
leaf part of its latter Branch not to be Original. 
However jt is very Old, and part, of it much re¬ 
fer’d to by the Ancient Heathen IVriters, 

And the Progeny of the Locrians ihall do 
much Mifchief to Lycia \ and an « AStolian ihall 
come to Chalcedon, and depopulate it, be¬ 
ing feated on the narrow Pafiage of the Seas 
And the Sea for Pontus ) ihall carry off thy great! 

Riches, O Cnicus ! 

* ** 
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SIBYLL. ORACUL.' 

Key <ru tot apn Bvfanov AosiJi ssp^ij, 315 

K<« cfy %ai swayas Xr)^, xou an^iiov cu/jux, 

Kccc Hg^tT© j u>J/j]Xoy 0^9? ex xopufoKew* 

Xac/xar avoiyojjfyw 7nrpns xsXapuf&Taf ucPwp, 

rs xca morspoav fwtvrrjra c^jxara. Towffij. 
Ku£rx’ a) owrjrefgje zzr£()7rovtrcA©' civoroXofo, 


380 


Piu/cfax© aptpi ere xo/xaxopuTToju^ov cr/jca^yijo'ef. 
hS-H’ Key cd PocA(6)> 'orouXm; oscAcuXcaro* ^g^vov tTcrjj, 

H (xzfyY} S'uyaryjg, 'aryXur c/'s ret oX£or ozet^sv 
E arsrea, sv *nroVT&) cA^ar xgjiro? s|o^oy aXXwv. 
AXXa/Jt£r > aoS'i? sXwp eon av&pwffoww s^rca? 38 ? 
KaXXscriv, jjcA* oXCco* cAetvoy £uyov ao^eyj 


Auc/W ao c&cnos ret IhpciJos s%tm(y%et 9 
Eypa) 7 ryi? t A<W ts Xsoar g/yira 7 rsp aXyu, 
Sic/Wcov cA’ 0 X 00 ? /WjXAr, xccc (puXoTn? aXXaw, 
IIovTo(pop(u SajMM? oXooy J'a|b<n» oXsS^v. 




350 


OWvf/JjfJiav, ahoypi d\ cyv ayXaoipapiai > 

Tfyv cteiKikiJjjj iJiiw airofopfexci. 

To? pfy wtpvtHVW, Ta? cA* oXXu/Joay 1 
_ « * 

Sji/xetov Ku7rg^i> traffic*) ^S'ro-a cAs (p&Xayfas^ 3 95; 






TgsXXiff cA’ « yaTcov Efpsrc, raajjuu xoraXura 

Te^scc r’ Atto^t avtAgaw t’ oXowv £agu$u//wy. 
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Thou lByzantium {halt encourage the War in 
Jjia } thou alfo {halt have Sighs and much Blood i 
and the great Strength of Ljcia {hall be from the 
height of the Mountains, And the Waters {hall 
flow from the opening of the Rock,till the Pro- 
phetick Signs of the Fathers ihall ceafe. O 
Cyticus ! inhabiting the Propontis where Wines 
grow, Rhyndacus /hall refound about thee with 
fuelling Waves: And thou Rhodes ihalc be free 
for a long Time from Slavery. O Daughter of 
the Day ! thou ihalc obtain much Riches after¬ 
wards, and thou ihalc have a more excellent 
Command in the Sea, than any others; but at 
length thou ihalc become a prey to Men, that 
are thy Lovers for thy Beauty and Riches, he 
(hall put a grievious Yoke upon thy Neck. 

N. B. This Oracle is clear, and has been remarkably 
fulfilled by the Turks conqueft of Rhodes. 

But the Lydian Commotions (hall fpoil the Af¬ 
fairs of Perfia, and all Jfia and Europe ihall horri¬ 
bly fuffer by them. But the Sidonian pernicious 
King, and the War of his other Confederates, 

(hall bring a miferable Deftru&ion on the Sami¬ 
ans by their Ships, and the Earth Ihall refound 
with a great Noife, for the Dcftru&ion of the 
Men which periih in the Sea } and the Wives, 
with the Damfels in fplendid Garments {hall 
beat their Breads for the indecent Abufes that 
are offered them. Thefe ihall lament their 
Dead, and the others their Children flain. This 
fhall be the Prodigy in Cyprus, which by an Earth¬ 
quake ihall deftroy the Troops, and the other 
World ihall gain a great many Souls all together. 

Trallis , that is near Epbefus, {hall lofe its well built 
Walls by an Earthquake; thefe were built by 
pernicious Men of a great Spirit. 


Then 
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IjXoyi 


400 


I - 

K ca Sct/x©* sy xfittpw 0atnXriia 

IraXty <rcc ^' > arcs- apflj aXXorgjos' 

AXX’ sju^uXcev ou/jta TrcXujovoy sx akcoraJvov, 
I 7 sXt>S'gUXXyjTOV T: ? tfVCttc/W r£ 

Ka/ ^ ai/Ty] S'sp//.y;cri oxrovaT ijcti r^ 5 et<rtf ? 405 

A avjtflf'u mQroajv coir, €vagf%erat cwtIxjj . 

Ear« eA* *x ^yaScoy fxtflnp, &Kf'MV oh rcSI^tf. 

AXXor ^‘ur 1 Ira Xros* Xu/jcur^ , 5raXtv t* ay*)g. 

Ttf/aoi ActccPixeia y.cflaTrfbjJi); sprscra 

Kapew ayXaov a?u Amb S’SoraXov 410 


v 




fyno"ef s* ij.iyu; awc-t/xca^aca rw.rja, 
«r ax^Cu^oc aXXaw s^rc/Isci avzixmK 

n 


pn* 

K aiAvravoK a^Sa jv zrsXs]^ o‘ca rev to \vxap7rcw 
Ai//ov, ■ErsXysTnjr cA 5 azrciiMviaocc r oxy\x 
Kypv©j xo] 2 apcAa> //syaXcur ^«//wv© J asXXetfr,4I$ 
Kctf wXijycccff ayccco frea aara /3sv9sa td*cvts 

Auawai xara y.vjj.a S'aXacjaoi? rsxssocny. 

Ac ac TrapSsvwas CTucras’ vu.u ’Yta?r’ accAjr, 

K«f xap»? axTspsas jSuS© 1 ay.fproXAcrtf 
Ac etc vyjTrca t=x'/ a)jy/)^ s a xa/ fiacvjj cXfioy. 420 
Mucrcov ycua fxaxou^ | 3 aow,;oy a(pm 

T^slac. b ^Luy •araXu// s 7 ti X^3 W cO\r$w 
KTaXalaif d’s 7roXy>r.(^ '-oszrai cure?, 
H^ec xac TsyscAco xaxov sc^alov, a/vXa fxzyiscv. 

Kou Srxuwv j'aXxao? uXay/jia<n ? xcu ers KogpyS'S, 

Ayy^crgi m zraeny, jctov cAe Cc^Tca «/X©\ 
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liber tertius. 

Then the Earth (hall produce boiling Wa¬ 
ters, and by its weight falling in, fhall drink up 
the fame* but there ihall remain a fmell of Sul¬ 
phur. And Samos at a Seafon fhall build Royal 

Houfes. 

O Italy! thoulhalt have no foreign War, but 
Effufion of Blood amongft thy own Nation fhall 
feverely afflitt thee, who art very famous and im¬ 
pudent : That part which is extended near the hot 
Baths, fhall deftroy it felf by thofe Things which 
it forelaw would come to pafs. Thou fhalt be a 
Mother, but not of the Good, and a Nurfe of 
wildBeafts. Another perniciousMan fhall comefrom 
Italy alfo. Then Laodicea fa fplendid City of the 
Carians on the Banks of the Divine River Lyons) 

fhall be thrown down. Thou fhalt become fi- 

« 

lent, and no more lament thy magnanimous Pa¬ 
rent. The Aaabuzian Thracians fhall be placed 
in other Winds. The Arabian fhall be in Cam¬ 
pania, bccaufe of the extraordinary Famine; but 
when fhe is Old fhe fhall lament her Parent. Cyrnus, 
and Sardo fhall fink into the bottom of the Sea, 
by the Storms of Winter, and by the ftrokes of 
the holy God, with their Marine Offspring. A- 
las! Alaslhow many Damfels fhall be wedded to the 
other Worldland how many young Men fhall the 
deep bury without Obfequies I Alas! Alas! for 
the Children fwimming in the Sea, and the a- 
bundance of the Riches there loft ! The happy 
Land of the Myfians fhall fuddenly raife a prince¬ 
ly Stock. But Carthage fhall not continue long: 
and the Galatians fhall have much Mourning: 
and Tenedos fhall have the laft but greateft Mif- 
chief: And Sicyon fhall boaft in the howling of 
Brazen Inftruments, and fo fhall Corinth-, yetover 
all the Pipe fhall equally found. 

N. B. The 
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Hvim oHjj [xot Srup S7r«4 icraro evOsoy vpw 9 
Kou 7 ra\t pot iueyahoto (parrs sv sj]8«xrrv 

Is ’arc, xcu j/ gxeXArre •ar£j(pijrd/crat Kara yatav. 

At at <t>ounmv javctycov »^e ytwouxwv, 430 
Kou ravctis ttoKwiv TjagcfXiais, pi u/xcav 

Ilgjr (pa©' yjsXroro ?rapeare1ar sv tyw- xorva>, 

Ouc/'* err t»js £a)>js agjS/jt©' xar (puXov st sjar, 
Avt* acArxy yXai/Ijjs^ avops re $r» xar avayva, 

Ov xarzr(y^/av wav rs? avoryovtfs? sojx avctyvoV)43S 
Kac c/W»s cPizQzvro Xoyys, *s[/<&c/'eis r* 5 acArxas ts, 

K* €<rij (tom xaTsvavrr &£« fxsyaXs j 3 a«riXu©% 
K!wor£av /xurayv sopcC roiww a{> cujrow 

Ex7rayXcos zrX/jyaccrf cPapaoj&ev vra^ Traaav 
ra:ay ? xar TrrxpJw Triplet S'sor a^Tors, 440 
Ef scAapys (pX?£as TroXtas* xar 7roXXa 9 'e/xs 0 Xa # 

Ar a; (toi Kpyjrrj yroXuaxAmue, ers cre-zsTsp n%et 

IlXjjyy), mi (po^g^t aiowr©* e£aXa 7 ra 7 ra£er. 

Kou re xa 7 m£efx$y!u; Trara o-^/sHa: cwS'Jf. 

K* y as c/'s acaw©’ Xer-vJ/ef *srupi aXXa xayja*!. 44 J 

Ar ar aor ©py)w ? £uyov as* ers J'yXiov 
Hvrxa au/x/xrxTor Tahalai rors AapcAavrcAaraw 
EXXacA’ s7rsaru/^tfcos •nropBeov'W, rors aor xaxov ssafj 
Toun cA* aXXorgjfl c/Wetr xaxov, iicAe rt XjjnJ/ji, 

Ar ar cor Tcoy, xar 7raarv gvpe^yjs apa Maycoy^jo 
Mapacyy jjcA’ Afyajy, ora aor xaxa /xorg$& 7reXa£er $ 

IloXXa 
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B. The Tme of tbefe Deflations being here not 

clearly fet down, it is hard to determine about all 
their Completions ; though feme of them have evi¬ 
dently been fulfilled. 

But when my Mind had ceafed from my Di¬ 
vine Hymn, the Word of the great God came 
again into my Bread, and commanded me to Pro¬ 
phecy concerning every Land. Alas! Alas/ for 
Phoenicia, both Men and Women, and for all the 
Cities on the Sea Coaft for not one of you (hall 
remain in being under the Sun; nor {hall they 
have any Number of Years, nor Tribes, becaufe 
of their deceitful Tongues, and their wicked, im¬ 
pure Lives, which they all lived, and fpake ter¬ 
rible, falfe and unjuft Words with their impure 
Mouths, and they oppofed God the great King, 
and fpake falfely with their wicked Mouths; for 
which caufe they (hall be tam’d, by a horrible 
Slaughter more than any other Land i and God 
{hall fend them a miferable Fate, burning their 
Cities to the Ground,with their numerous Foun¬ 
dations. Alas! Alas! O Crete thou muft fuffer 
many Troubles} a Judgment {hall happen to thee 
which (hall be a horrible and everlafting Over¬ 
throw ; and all the Earth {hall again behold thy 
burning; and the Fire {hall not leave thee for e- 
ver, but thy burning {hall continue. Alas! Alas! 
for thee Thrace , becaufe thou {halt come under a 
Servile Yoke, when the Galatians mixt with the 
Dardanid e lhall violently wafte Greece , and then 
thou {halt fuffer Mifchief! thou {halt do Injury 
to other Countries, and receive the fame thy felf. 
Alas! Alas! for thee, Gog and all the other in or¬ 
der, with Magog , Marfog and Angon , how many 
ill Fates will attend thee? 

Many 
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TIcWcl cAs hoc Awf&iv tj oi£j Mutojv re ? Opuyaiv ts ? 
jloXXa cAg II afx^uXicov e&'VY), A uc/W r s Trso-arar, 

Motupwv t ’ 9 AtS'WTroJV rg, hocj gS'vcov fapfapoipcdvojy, 
KcmTffad'Gmv r AgjcGW rt, n cA*j Kara fxorgocv *- 


xa?ov 4ff 

E^aWv/'co « 7raa*rv yaj ccoi y§om vanretwrvj) 

IXj/is'©' o'eivbjj s7rJ7rsj//^« sSw* 7rX>]y[tf/. 


EXXyjcriv ^ cttctm ■sroXufapfayy S0V© 1 s-nrsXO^ 
ricXXa fxsv gy.Xgx.TWV avcApwv oXgawf y.aplwa' 
TlcXka o\ 7nova fxijXa ( 3 ^twv cfo^Vojcrcvlfla, 460 
Ittttwv y, tyjuovwv rs, | 3 owv r ayeXar sg//aoxwv’ 
Aa/xara r A 7 ronira Ttrugp <pXs£acr; a 8 s< 7 /xa>r’ 
IlcXXa c/'g <rw/xara cA»Xa ‘Bry? aXXlw ycuav dvalaji 
A£«riv, xac rgjtva, j 3 aS*u£(uv»r rs yujjouy.as 
Ex. SaXa.uojv a*uraXar, Tgufsy«f ^c<n t=- 

4 ^ 5 

O^ovrcu c/'gcr/jeounv s^Spjy / 3 apCcc£t$o)v&>v 
riacrav u|3gjv Ttcuyvnas cAefviw. yJ oux scrsT cwtok 
M ix^jy £ 7 rapx?cxroJV 7 roXe/xcy, £W r £7rap6>y©\ 

Chj/ovrca r 10W xriflcrar xar 7rXarov asrcwru 
E^S^v xttoTri^yra, t^x©* cA’ uuro ysvacrv ss'rtJ, 

<M^ovrcu cA* fxaTov,«f cA’ avrsr Trowra? oXgaret. 470 

n*vn cAg xivyyxacrj fiapiw ^oXov, of cAg *sr^s‘ cwtsk 
A ur^pw? (pu^fi/Jc/of 7roXs/xo), cA«v&> rg y.ucAof/x&) 7 
Oicrxcriv g^S'^jro’i X a & iV ^ EXX^tj cAe 7rgvS'©\ 
AaXef©’ cA* oc^ji £uy©* gs-at EXXacAi 7row^. 475 
ITavra cA* o/xou -aroXg/xoc re /S^Tct? yea Xoi/xcf sr 

XaXxaov rg jxgyctv S'go? sgjtvov u%}/8, 

t 5 g7n youav oXJw, ctUTj] cAs cricAjjgjc. 

Aurap 
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LIBER TERTIUS. 

J 

\ 

[ 4 any will attend the People of Lyfia, Myfia , 
p ’hrygits, and not a few of the P amphylun and Z._y- 
Nations, the Moors , /Ethiopians, and other 
Nations of a barbarous Language, The Cappa- 
Jociaus and Arabians lhall fall. But why do i re¬ 
late all the Particulars ? For theHigheft will fend 
a terrible Judgment on all Nations who inhabit 
the Earth. 

N. B. The time of thefe Deflations being here not 
dijlinilly fet down, it is hard to determine about 
their Completion: perhaps they belong to the Tur- 
kifli Devajiation, or to the final Confummation of 
all Things. 

But when a mod: barbarous Nation iTiall come 
into Greece, it {hall deftroy many great Men} 
and many fat Cattle of the Inhabitant 1 ,'the Horfes, 
anlMules,and Herds of bellowing Oxen,anAunjuft- 
ly burn the well built Hcufes, and by Force carry 
sway many Slaves into another Land, and Children 
and well-cloath’d Women,who were tenderly kept, 
out of their Chambers; w’o will fall down thro’ 
the delicate Tcndernefs of their Feet: they {hall 
fee them in Fetters under their barbarous En. mies, 
futfering all manner of cruel Reproach; and there 
lhall be stone to help them in War, or defend 
their Lives; but they {hall fee their Enemies en¬ 
joying all their Pofleffions, and all their Wealth; 
their Knees lhall tremble; a hundred {hall fly.and 
one lhall deftroy ’em allfive Men {hall excite 
a great Rage, but they ill all lhamefully manage 
the Fighr, and raife a terrible Tumult, only to 
give Joy to their Enemie-, and Grief to the Gre¬ 
cians, and all Greece fhall be reduced into Slavery 
and Bondage, and they lhall not only fufler all 
thefe Miferies by War, but by a Plague alfo: And 
God lhall make the great and high Heavens like 
Brafs, the Earth {hail be like Iron, not having 
any Rain. But 
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SIBYLL. ORACUL. 

Aurap wmra fZgyrot Jams xhavcrxmv anavlts 
AaxrofybjJ xat canpjtriwy xca irop twi yaxYis. 480 
Ka/ S-flo-et ztroXau rroy, 0? sgpoy sKTicre xou ylw. 

IJavroM ^ av-9'poJ7rojy to t^tov $) 0 ? sargloa auv’j;, 

u EXX&r cfy r( TrsxotSar gztr a avc/^ccnv nyg^oygan 


i # # 

rs cftogjc (xarata 2 xctraty&iixzvow tc 


4 ©vrym^ 01 ? oux g?r 9 u X eli/ Swatom rgX&rJo/j 

* c Tt 

" 485 

<c 0uetf r* erc/VoXtftf; W tor * ir\am ?v <ppscn S^xe 
c T aura rt\ew 'ar£jXf7rovr< $£*? [xtyakoio 

oroy^ 

Ouyo//# TOyjjJusTar rs ffefW c^s, f*n Jz Xa* 

ere. 

XrXra cf'* g$r’ erg# xar TrsvO’ exaroyrac/'es’ aXXar, 

fig s cfy jSacrfXAjffav irarsp^raXof /SacrrXijsr 490 

EXXlwwu, or srgWTa / 3 £ 9 rcrr xaxa nyg|Uov<£;cr&y, 

floXXa S'scay acTa)Xtf xalo^S'rju^/orr Sw/so/ltu/ 

£2y svexsy rcc fxaroua (p^vew vijliv emc/Vr^n. 
AXX* o 7 rorccv (xzyoCKoio S’efc ^0X0r sanrac u/xw, 

An rot* sTtnyvamcS'e 9 *gg (xtyrihoio w^mov. 49} 
nXo*# cA* o:v9’poJ7rwy /a zyakcL stvayxo-aij 

Avia 7 r^r »£^vov Apujy avctjfofjfyot aurw 

Apgov™ @acnXn<x f/sy#y z 7 ra(xvvlo^ xX>i£«v ? 

Kca £>fl«v gus*n£$c ^oXoa fxsy&Xoro, w srca. 

AXX* ays xcu (xa.S'e rxTCy xca gy (ppecrr x^tS 1 


so 

crwV) JOO 

Oar# 7r^7rXofjJj/Jd)\f zvtavTM xy\Jza zsat, 

Kca r%s tKhas spggs CW, raupw r sgj/xux&iv* 
Ily? vaoy fjLtyakoio oXoxccpTrwacra 
Ex(p^;gn 7 ro\$fxoio Juo , n%z@ j , i)Jz tyoSoto 
Kc« Xor/xa* xa* Ja\ov usrsx(pAgn £ayoy auS'/r foj 

AXXfl 


iiATet ^ I / J ^ 01 ^ avaTiStj?. L. 

3 -- 'kKclvI/jj fi&Kiv sy vu 

firs <75 7 aH 'Groi&v (JLiyetMtO &ZOIO 'ff&fU'T* 
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LIBER TERTIUS' 

But all Men {hall afterwards grievoufly lament 
their Lands, unfown and untill’d, and burnt with 
Fire; and God who made Heaven and Earth will 
raife many Mails, and the third Generation of 
Men Ihall exift again. O Greece ! why do you 
confide in Princes , who are Mortal Men, who 
cannot avoid Death ? why do you give vain Of¬ 
ferings to the Dead, and Sacrifice to Idols? who 
hath inftilled this Error into your Minds to do 
thefe Things, and to leave and forfake the Face 
of the great God? But do you own the Name 
and W orlhip of him,who made all Things. It is 
now 1500 Years fince thofe proud Kings Reign’d 
in Greece % who firft lead Men to thefe Wick- 
ednefles, to make many Idols of thofe Gods, who 
are only corrupt Dead Men, for whofe fake you 
were taught to think of fuch vain Things.- but 
when the Anger of the Great God fhall fall on you, 
then you will acknowledge the Face of the great 
God; and the Souls of all Men fhall much la¬ 
ment, lifting their Hands up to the large Hea¬ 
vens; and they {hall begin to call on the great 
King to help ’em, and they {hall feek who 
ihall be their Deliverer from this great Wrath. 

But learn this, and keep it in thy Mind, how 
many Miferies fhall happen in Greece in the Ages 
to come; And when Greece {hall Sacrifice Oxen 
and Bulls at the Temple of the Great God, as 
Holocaufls, it ihall efcape the noifie War, and 
Terror and the Plague, and alfo be delivered 
from Bondage and Slavery again: 

C But 
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SIBYLL. ORACUL. 

A Met mw r- Ci atr ^ m E!rcrST * 

avc/'pwv 

Otttcts y.sv raro TgX©^ &fo*ty£ov 

Ou yap fjtn 3 wi)T£ Srw, M s *e/ 7r ‘ aVTa 

Oar a ;/ov© J ^aXstwsrai sx arsX^ra $■££>£ ys, 

ria/ia rsAs&lwai zg^spi) o 1 '* ttrixaffeT avayx* 510 


EwriCiw avo“p«v ie^v $)©- swstcm ew&ir, 

Eb-Xcuci o'? vu ci Tgjcrxeijuyjt.-! u^/iroio, 

Oi vaov /asyaXoio &£& 'Trsgpxuc/'avEisa't 

ActCn rs, xv«*7« t , nX’ au 5 ’ is^ir wcvrc^ait, 

Tavow (ccrpiCpiw Swraif, «£f&>v ts teXh&jv, 515 

ri:WTclo/.wv awv T£, xai apvaw xjova /a»)Xa 
EtdjixM £7n /.uyaXw ayras oXoxapxsuovta. 

Ev c's rPiy.ouoo-m vc/xs u-^/iroio Xaj'c/lsj 
OXftoi ciy.tjcrsffi xcXaf, xai xiovar aypsr. 

Autoi cA’ u 4 «'&'£v'l£J CB"’ aOai/aroio xyfpU’nw, 520 
Key jusya ^«pM a ('(yrci; Tamon (pirns' 

Ncuvois yap <rtpiv c/W.s Snos f*Eyar supyva 
Koq xtfiv, xai ag/rov svt s^art voypa. 

Cierr.Alex. U Oi tive? sx cerrarntn y.svaif, cuJ'' spy’ avS'pwxwv, 
sd Gentcs. “ Xpucrsa/.ai ^aXxc-ta/.ai 1 apyupE , v]cf'’eXE(pavra,52$ 
p.46. dit- “ ^uXivwv Xi^svcuv te 2 S’swv etcf'aiha 3 xa/wvrw, 

Omittit CI. “ * nnXiva, ptiXw^ra, (ay^ias rwret jc/W, 

Tf/jt&JvXr, cua /3^jroi y.svgojp^vr 0yXrj’ 

AXXa 5 /juv alvei' 8£$tvcv coXevar ayrnr, 

suv^ aiet 6 ^e^s 1 ayv^ovTsr 53° 


a 


a 


it 


Op&gjoi 


7 Tc/Wj, xca rifxfart &zcv rev a& fjizyctv cvra, 
a AS'avctrov 5 xai £ 7 r«ra yovas* p/la cf'* 


’nravrwv 


Avv'pWTrwv, ctnyj? Avyj? /.is/jivqjJJuor eicrfv* 
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Bat the Generation of wicked Men will remain 
there till the fatal Day of the end of the World 
{hall come upon them unawares* for ye will not 
Sacrifice to God, till all thefe Things are come 
to pafs: For there is an abfolute Neceffity that 
all Things fiiould be done, which God alone 
Wills and Decrees (hould be brought to pafs. 

N. B. This Oracle may belong to the Conquejl of 
Greece by the Turks, and its Slavery under 
them. 


Then Hull arife a holy Stock of righteous Men, 
who will obferve the Counfels of the Supream 
God-, who will honour the Temple of the great 
God; By Libations and Eumes, and holy Heca¬ 
tombs, with Sacrifices of fat Bulls and Rams 
without blemifh, and the firft-born of Sheep and 
fat Lambs j offering then devoutly, as holy He¬ 
catombs, on the great Altar, and dividing them 
according to the juft Law of the moll High \ 
they ftiall be happy, and fhall inhabit Cities 
and rich Lands) they (hall be Prophers fet o- 
ver others by the Immortal God, and they fhall 
occafion great Joy to all Men; for the great 
God has given to them alone wife Counfels, Faith, 
and an excellent Underftanding } who do not 
Worlhip, thro* vain Errors, the Works of Men, 
made of Gold, Brafs, Silver or Ivory, and the 
Idols of Wood, Stone, dead Gods, or Pi&ures 
drawn to the Life by Chalk or Vermillion,which 
Men worfhip, who are lead by vain Counfels. 
But they lift Up to Heaven their pure Hands,and 
every Morning when they rife from Bed, they 
purifie their Skin by wafhing in Water, and 
worfhip God who is always Great and fmmortal, 
and. afterwards their Parents, and they will 

Withal above all Men be mindful of holy 

C i W edlock % 
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KW* apcrevwtf? 7raicAa? /uiyvajura* av&yyw? ? 

Ocrcrare (Doivixsr t, Aiywrliw, yjcAs Aarivoi, 535 

EXXa? r Apu^ogjp, xcw aXk cov s 0 ysa raroXXa, 
JTIspTwv, Vat r«Xa)&)v 7 Trains' cA’ Acrirjr, 7ragj&6Wta 

AOayarcfo &£« ayvev vo/^ov, ov ■nrapsCyiTav. 

Av0’ ojv aSavetr© ^flcra vavrtost (i(>j\omv 

Arbjjj nett Xijxov, kcu 'urnfjiara rs 9 rcva^a? rs, 540 
Ka* TroXs/jtov, xai Xotfjiov, icA’ akyza cAaxpuosvra* 
Ouvsxsv aOavaflov ^usrLuu 7 ravrcov avS'p&Trav 
Oux eOsXov r^-c^v cow* ete/taXa cA 1 srr/jtojy 
3 Ce<^ 97 ro{»fla crt€cvlz $ 7 a gjhj/go*! cwroi 

Ev t^itryLMS ttst pcuv xaraxpu^aVTM <Ar ove«Aof. J45 


OirTTGra.)) Aiyti/te 6WX&U? vs© fftAojuiov ap%i) 
Tn? icAw yaws?, ag/ 9 fX 8 /jJ}u© s£ EXXlcucov, 
Ap^Hi y)£ ap^acn MaxscAcvsr aorerov ayrApsr* 
EXOy} cA’ Acn»f / 3 acnXsu? oust© aiScov, 


P 4 


<ruyxo%L 




W ^ 

K/rfyuafl* cXwv ssrryetTa; car efpsa vwra S’aXaanjs* 
Kou tots Jv xajm\(/8<n 9 *so) fxtyaXo) /SkcnXw 

AOavarw yovu XAxoy S7rt j/Sovr mkv/ioletpy}* 455 


£f)Xcyi 


Erythra. 
Lad. VII. 
24 . Ery- 
thrsca. u 


ireiTai 


Kai tots cfy a xxpiJ.laj (MyaXlw &sor avcP^ci 
eAoocref. 


<6 


Kcayap yi), 

/jt^Xoov 


xca cAsvc/W, xae acnrrnt 3 toijuivm 


AoJcacrf xctp 7 rcv rev otXyjS’jvov avS'pw'TrojcnVj 

OlV&jX&J {AthlTGS 4 yXoxsp8jXAx8 TS yaXfltHTOfjJ^O 

Ka< enrs* oTsp 0gy7o(j xaXXfroy a7r#vrovy. 

AXXo 
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Wedlock) neither will they ufe impure Sodo¬ 
my, as the Pbanicians , ^Egyptians, Latins , large 
Greece, and many other Countries, as the Per- 
fans , Galatians , and all Afia ufe, tranfgreffing 
the holy Laws of the Immortal God by many 
XranfgrelSons , for which Reafon the Immortal 
will bring upon all Men Calamities, Famine, 

Lofles, Grief, Wars, Plagues and lamentable 
Pains i bccaufe they would not Honour, after an 
holy Manner, the Immortal Father of all Man¬ 
kind, but honour’d Idols, and worlhipped Things 
made by their own Hands, which the fame Men 
will throw away, and hide ’em for lhame in the 
Clifts of the Rocks. 

N. B. This Oracle feems to belong to the Millenni¬ 
um at the end of the IVirld. 

When a new King of Egypt (hall Reign the fe- 
venth in his own Country, and is reckon’d as de¬ 
rived from the Kingdom of the Greeks , which 
the Neighbouring Macedonians lhall raife, a great 
King {hall come, as a fierce Eagle, out of Afia t 
who {hall cover all the Earth with Horfe and 
Foot, and {hall beat down all Things, and fill 
all Places with Mifery. And he {hall overthrow 
the Kingdom of Egypt , and carry away all 
the Riches as he departs thro’ the great Sea. 

And then they lhall adore on their bare Knees, 
on the fruitful Earth, the great God and Immor¬ 
tal King; and then all the Idols made by Men’s 
Hands lhall be confirmed by Fire, arid then 
God lhall give great Joy to Men; For the Earth, 
and the Trees, and vaft Flocks of Cattle, lhall 
give true increafe of Wine, and fweet Honey, 
and white Milk, and Bread Corn, which is moft 
acceptable to Men., 

c 5 
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AXXa ov voXkbjJ rwtXofxfiri xaxtfyv, 
AXXa Xnxroov TrXalov, s-ps^/a? S'eov iXa^xoio. 

©us S’sco rctvpw sxalovracAair, vjcAs xca apv&v 
ripwroTOX&JVj aiycav rs ^sgjTrXo/^uaicnv ev GJgjtr?. 56$ 
AXXa juuv rXcwxsS'Bov a^li^rov^ ca x’ sXswm. 

0 UT © yap /XOV© £91 SW} X*»X *$W st* aXXor. 

Tiu/ c/'s c/'txaocruvtyj rr/xa, hcu /xncAsva S'XfCs, 
Taura yap a-S'aval© xeXstat c/'eiXora’t fifjpomv* 


AXXa cru ts /xsyaXoro &S8 fxbjjiixct $uXa£ar ? J 70 
07T7roTs xsv 7ravTsan (i^roi r Xcijxojo tsXAjtij 
EX 8 »] ? xat (pofitgyic cPnilw ru^coci c/'af^'W, 

Kai SacnX^tf /3aajXna Xa£y} ? ^tagjtvr a^sXflfoa, 
E0v« cA* s0vsa BropS'flcri], xcty (puXa cPwjasai' 

Hfe/xoves* cA« (puf&wv ss aXXlw yaiav awavlts, 775 
AXXa^^ ys ts yaia /3^ro)y, xa/ ]3ap|3ap© apyfj 
EXXa'/'a 7rop$7]crn •aracrav, xoj Tiova yaiau 
E^apucr*] toXbtcio, xcu aVTtoy et? sg;v aurcov 
EXflcu<n ? ^pUT8 ts Keif apyvpts «vsxsv (s^ai 
H ^Xo^pq/xcTou)'] xaxa ?n]/xatvy<ra TtraXsow). j8o 
Xcop?) sv aXXoT^fn. ara(po; eAg aTravTsr icovrai, 

Kaf ro)v ^ yu-TTss 1 ts k cu ayfya S'vftja you)? 

Sapxwv flfyXficrovrrtr. e7r’ -ay cA* raura rsXsc3>j, 

Aft^aya ycaa tfsXwp© av^Xcoaets ^ayovTaiy^ 

Autyi <£’ aenrafi© xa; avy^r© ss-ai arctva, jSj 
Kjjguarwa raXarva ^ttr© /xug/cov av^pcoTav. 

OcXXa 
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I 

N. B. The firjl part of this Oracle may be applyed to 
the Conqueft of. Egypt by the Turks, under Sely- 
mus. A. t>. if 17, the Tear that the Proteftant 
Reformation began. 

Macedonia was conquered by Bajazet the Firft, and 
front hint Selymus was the Seventh Turkifh Em¬ 
peror, and became a new King of Egypt, and car- 
ryed away its Riches in Ships to Conftantiople. 

But do thou, O Mortal/ of a various and 
evil Mind, leave thy Wealth, turn to God 
and appeafe him, Sacrifice to God hundreds of 
Bulls, and of firft-born Lambs, and Goats, at 
proper Periods, buc propitiate the Immortal God, 
if he may be moved to be Merciful , for he is 
the only God ; and there is not another; and 
follow Righteoufnefs, and do no Injury to ano¬ 
ther, for the Immortal commands thefe Things 
to poor Mortals. 

But do thou avoid the Anger of the great God, 
when a Deftru&ion by a Plague {hall come upon all 
Men,and they {hall be fubdued and fuffer a terrible 
Punilhment,and when oneKing{hall captivateano- 
ther, and take away his Land •, and one Nation lhali 
deftroy another, and the Governors, their People j 
and all the Princes (hall fly into another Land, and 
change their native Countries; and 3 Barbarian 
Empire then ruling,fhall deftroy all Greece, and (hall 
rob that rich Land of all its Riches, and /hall 
come againft it while they ftrive about their Sil¬ 
ver and Gold fand then the love of Riches fhall 
do much Injury to Cities) in a ftrange Country 
they all (hall lie unburied, and the Vultures and 
wild Beafts of the Earth fhall devour their Car- 
caffes; and .when all Things are done, the large 
Earth lhali confume the Reliques of the Dead, 
and it fhall all be unplowed and unfowed, by 
which Defolation fhe will declare the Wicked* 
nefs of innumerable Men. 
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t y.wii maw 

'S row S’Wpsss*, yaiaxs, f uTaixircm\a 
/jfo s k ctyu/ws %i)\a no^flai eir z 

ylw. 




Laft. VII; 16 Kai ror f tf?r* i jjgXieio 9*W? t 
T^r ^ t0n,<t 0? vracav yarav 7ra/ff« ‘aroXs/ioio Kamo y 591 
Tacit. Jof. Ou* //$/ xr^var, cic <F opxux irtta TeXsorar. 
Hift. Jud. Ou ye rarr /JWf fyXarr raft 7rotvra •arctytre*, 
Vil. 11 . £xXa fjtsyaXow tti§ n<ra$ <A>[fJtatnv scS'Xoir* 

Actor a ’ J f^yaXow TctfyxaKktu rarXarco 595 
BeCgjOcor, #pucr&) rs xai apyupa), ^ Roo-jUft) 
nop^upta)* xow yow& T^Xscifop©', Jic/'e S 'cthaasa 
Taw ayctfaw TrXyjS&cra* xoa apiJovTai 0o&<nX»]gs 
AXXjjXoir xorgeiV, * 7 ra/w wo^£ t xaxa 
0 <p0cv©» 8K ayaOcy yeXslar e/'«Xoro , i (bgi %tow. 60 c 


AXXa sraXiv / 3 d<«X») 5 ? tflvoiv m r!m <fc te yaiav. 
A&^oi opjwyjtroy’lcti, gowrcir x>)g$& (pggjmr. 

Sflxov yap /usyctXofo ©c» 3 ^cora? agp?»f 
IlcpOefv / 3 «X>j<rov 1 aJ, oarnvaa yaiav rxovlcw, 

0 uowr xuxXw sroXgcor 0 a<nXijef, 605 

Tov S-yvov &ur* gxa?©* xow Xaoy attain. 
Kca frgor ^vyj pi yaXn Tsryf ravra XaXfltre* 
Aaev ciTtacMmjy, xsvcc^yva, xow xpicnr aorar 
Earglow tx fxsyaXojo S'g*, xai “aravJgr oXsyrow 

X«^r a 7 r’ aOavaloio. aTotf^voSev d'e T€tr»vr^6lO 
Pofxfcttow vug/voi xalot ya*av XajW7raoPer ayys 
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LIBER TERT1US . 

jo a great length of Time, in Years to come, 
there (hall be no need of Bucklers, Breaft-plates, 
Darts, and divers forts of Arms: For neither 
(hall Wood be cut from the Oaks to burn. 

N. B. This Oracle feems to be an Exhortation to 
all the Greeks to make a Reformation , and to 
threaten Miferies on them if it be not done. 

And then God fhall fend a King from the 
Eaft, who fhall make all the Earth to ceafe from 
War, by killing fome, and making Leagues 
with others: and he fhall not do all thefe Things 

by his own Counfel, But confiding in the De¬ 
crees of the great God, which are Good. And 
the People of the Great God fhall come loaded 
with great Wealth, Gold and Silver, and Purple 
Garments,and the Earth fhall be full of all Plenty, 
and the Sea furnifh’d with all good Things. 
And then Kings fhall begin to be angry with 
one another, contriving evil Things in their 
Minds. Envy is not proper for mifcrable Mor¬ 
tals. 

N. B. This Oracle is clear for Chrijl's fecond coming 
the Reftoration of the Jews, and ^Millennium 
thereupon. 

But the Kings of the Gentiles fhall again invade 
the Land with great Multitudes,bringing onthetn- 
felves a fatal Deftru&ion , for they will defigr. to 
deftroy the Temple of the great God, and the 
belt Men, when they come into that Country. 
The defil’d Princes fhall Sacrifice round about the 
City, every one having his Throne a*part, with 
his difobedient People: And then God fhall fpeak 
to all the uninftruftcd and vain People with a 
loud Voice } and he who is the great God fhall 
Judge them ;and they fhall all perifh by the Hand 
of the Immortal; and fiery Swords fhall fail from 
Heaven upon the Earth, 


« 


and 
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ft 

Ufyvr&x ixtyakcLt, Xajx7r«a*ar /xsroy afcty&y/. 
Fata d'e 'GraPjfysle^ traXAo'sJai ij^taw xavms 

<xtt 5 ct8avaroio ? xett r^Sw oi y.ala tov!ov } 
TlavracPt &/}(ya youy\? 9 x aaxrela <pu\a 7n%wy } 6if 
n a erect (F av&p&nrttv ^v^oa, ho/ 7 ra<ra S'aXaara, 

ubt otiavcLTcio w^y cruTw, xat (poC© sjcu, 
HXl0&T8£ H0pu(pa? T OpSO)V ? ficiUJM T6 TrsXcopedy 

P>l£e< 9 xuavsov r spsf© Travlean (pav&rqt, 

Hsg/cu c^e (Jtegjtym ev "spfieriv i>^f)Xorcr/v ^20 

Earovrea rarX^petf vsxuwy’ p&owt d's Trgrg^t 
Aijj.an, xa 4 ■arsdW TrXug&xref 73 ra<ra 
Tercet cA 5 ATroirfla X a l xax aw avia 

AvcT'pwv e/Wftfvcw, on rov vo/xov »x gyvwerav. 

Cud's xg/tnv (j,tya\cio Sh#, aXX* S'U/xw 63J 
flams t(pop/*y)flsv'm *9* **£9 V *J£3& rg XoP^ar. 

K cu xfyvet 7 ravrac woXi[x co S-sos, meTs f/a^atpyj, 

Kca 7rug/ ? xcw ustw re xaraxXu^ovn xou ss-ea 
©«ov <m>u0tvo0ev 5 cwrap Xi 0 ©> ? fid's ^aXaC^a 
IloXXij xaf ^aXeTrn, S^avar© d** t7rt rs'Igjnro/ 

€ 70 /. 63O 

Kaj rets yvaurovlcii &tov a[xS^yrov 9 0; rad's k^i yet’ 
Or/jtojyn ts xa/ aXaXai’/ jt ©' hat* you ay 

H^TAr, oXXu/j^baJV avd'pwv' xoa 7ravrss avavJot 
Aifxart Xovaovrai' wrat d'e rs yaia xai owtij 
A( ftaT©, oXXu/xsiw, xopso’ovrat frfig/a £apx«y* 


Aut© f/ot Tad's 'arayraS'se? fjesyas asvaa? ts 
Eits ^ wsvrax fcx areXe?#, 

Ou^’ areXdinjlaj cn xsv /aovov sv (ppgcri S , «yj. 
AsJ/Asw yag ttvAi^a fres orsXslat Kara xocr/xoy, 640 



LIBER TERT1US. 

and great Lamps of Fire ihall come and fliine 
amongft Men the Earth alfo, which is the com¬ 
mon Parent, ihall be lhaken in thofe Days by the 
hand of the Immortal, and the Fifh in the Sea, and 
all the wild Beads on the Land,and infinite Flocks 
of Birds, and all the Souls of Men, and all the 
Sea,{hall tremble at the Prefence of the Immor¬ 
tal, and be afraid; he {hall break open the high 
Tops of the Mountains, and the vaft Hills, and 
the dark Place of the Dead fhall appear to all, 
and the Airy Caverns in the high Mountains 
iliall be fill’d with the Dead, and the Rocks 
(hall flow with Blood, and many Channels lhall 
fill the Plains, and all well-built Walls fhall fall 
down upon the Earth, which wicked Men built, 
becaufe they knew not the Law and Judgment: 
of the great God, but foolifhly lift up their 
Weapons again ft the Holy Place; and God fhall 
condemn them all to be deftroy’d by War, and 
Slaughter, and Fire, and a Deluge of Rain, and 
Sulphur fhall defcend from Heaven, and Hal¬ 
ftones, many and grievous; and the four-footed 
Beads {hall die; then they fhall know the Eter¬ 
nal God, who does thefe Things. The Lamen¬ 
tation and Cry of the Men that perifla fhall 
come upon the large Earth, and they fhall be¬ 
come Mute, and be wafhed in their own Blood, 
and the Earth fhall drink the Blood of the Slain, 
and wild Beads {hall be fill’d with Flefh. 

N. B. ’this Oracle, feems clearly to belong to the 
IVar under Gog in Ezekiel and the Apocalyfe, 
after the Millennium is over. 

The Great Eternal God himfelf commanded 
me to Prophefie all thefe Things, and they (hall , 
not be in vain, nor imperfect-, -when he has 
once put them into my Mind; for the Spirit of 
God is infallible through all the World, 

Then 


* 
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Tioc cw ixzyahoio rify vaov cwana 


fyvovr Ajtyfyuvofjfyj 


tj.ovaoy&. 


Aur 




yap (THtTratraz fxov©", /xeyaXcar r= rsu^ 


$as 


aitloufyt 


A7rl£?Xfftot / *orovrat tv astw, «<r evi #*)£$«<:. 


64? 


oun ok 


7 


f 4 ’ j r- 7 » 

Aur© 1 impjua^©', atavsf]©', k<*/ ^ap ayic 
Key Tort c/'r) vwret 'Graven 7rohm r speaeny, 

O7r7rocrov c&ewa\©> (pfXsa r»r avc/^yr exavar, 6j 0 
n«vT^ yap aurojenv (n/jyalcovjaj y]^e 0o»9«, 
Ou^v©', fleXwr rs -ShuXartSk, jjefe crgXJwtf. 

Tata cT^e mtr^usTag^ vahiovsrat fyeaen xai/o;r« 
H</W a-aro ro^ar ®y Xoyov a£«<n sw u/xmic' 

A<&T£ TTSCTCVTSS* a7ramC STtH ^0OVt, XOTW/jtS^a 6f5 

ASayetTou /3a<nXy)a, Steoy /jceyav, aevaov re. 
TlzfJ.7rto}jfyj 'GTfyys vaov y tTsra /lim©* t$i Jiwaw, 

Kcqvo/aoi/ S'ss z<ramr> 

Or -rs J'j/'atoTar©' mthflai 'aravrw Kola yatav. 
n<c H//«r d* atiavaroic 1 rySs 'GrzTrhavvjjJhjoi 
ic Epya 1 rs %Gt£j)7roiY}ra* veCav/jtSa afyyvt * Supo}, 


4 uyar 




9 

Asure Shy xala cfy^cov sti roixarsosi ttzvovIss, 
Tsp-^a )jjfy V(j.voi(Ti Shev ’fyslyi^ xar or/,&? 9 66 > 

E^S'pcov 07 rXa ? rcgj^o/jfyjoi y.ara ya/av aTratray, 
E*/la^^vcov /mriHH •nregyisXXo/xsvooy swaur&jy, 
fleXTar xaj S'upear, xopu0ar> 7 raiJ. 7 r 01 y. 1 hct 8’ C7rXa 5 
rioXXa A Key rc% a>v TrXrjOw! 0rXsa)v, acfyxoay rs, 

Ouc/'s ya£ ex c/'g’j/xy £tAa xonJ/^cm er True or cuyytw.SlO 


AXXtf 



1 ret&xs* ]. 2 A.J.3 y'£v.[0d(v{j, J. 4 J. f e*/W.5tJ 
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Then fhall all the Sons of the great God live 
in quiet about his Templcj and fhall rejoice 
jn all thefe Things, which the Creator will give, 
who is the Righteous Judge and Monarch. 
For he alone fhall protect them, and greatly af- 
fift them, as a Wall round them of flaming 
Fire; they fhall be without Wars in their Cities, 
and in their Countries, for the force of evil War 
fhall be gone: He fhall be their Defender, who 
is the Immortal, and the Hand of the Holy fhall 
protect them: And then all the Iflunds and Cities 
fhall fay, how much the Immortal loves thofe 
Men, for all things fight for them, and help 
them. The Heavens, and the Sun mov’d by God, 
and the Moon, and the Earth the Mother of 
all fhall be moved in thofe Days, and they fhall 
fing a pleafant Hymn with their Lips; Come let 
us fall all on the Earth, and entreat the Immor¬ 
tal King, the Great and Eternal God; let us fend 
[Oblations] into his Temple, for he is the only 
Governor; and let ail us declare the Law of the 
Supream God, which is the moft Righteous of 
all the Laws that are, on the Earth. But we 
have erred from the Path of the Immortal, and 
thro’ a foolifh Mind have we worfhipped Statues 
made by Mens Hands, the carv’d Images of Mor¬ 
tal Men; thus fhall the Souls of faithful Men 
cry out. Come, let all the People of God fall on 
their Faces, let us pleafe God our Father in e- 
very Houfe by our Hymns, 

We have gained our Enemies Arms, in every 
Land, for the length of feven Years to come, 
and alfo the Shields and Breaft-piates, and Hel¬ 
mets, and all forts of Arms, and Bows, and many 
Arrows, or Darts of a wicked Invention, for 
Wood fhall not be cut off the Oaks for the Fire. 

But 
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A XXa ra\m E Was vztnpn<pccjct t mi 
Atercreo ^ a&ccjaroy ptyakwro^ xa j ‘sr^fpuXa^ou, 
SreiXey cfy s 7 ri tjjvc/'s 'sroXiv tov Xaoy a/ 3 aXov 5 
Os rs iJ.iv s£ ccm? yajnr TsXsIai fxsyaXote, 

My; xtva xa^ag/vav* axr;yfi( 5 X yap afj.etvm 4 Cjy 
nap'dkiv sx xefe fxrj rot xaxov av]j£oXy]fl»r. 

AXX* a7re^y 5 /jtijaf'* ter;/ osrepyipavov sv yjjOfiari 
©U/^OV UTtT'p^tXXoy, set\as tt^s ay met jtgjflawy. 
Kac c'sX^jfi S'sa> [jLiyak®, iva raw c/'s ^£rao^y)s-, <579 
Laft. Vil/ C z Ottttots xoa rt/lo T^Xafn rsX©’, aurffxoy ^aap 
ao. differt/ c H£« gw* avS'pwTrw aya 0 »f //syaXoto xara^Laj," 
Erythiaa. yap 7raf^usrB^ (Z^tois c/We* Toy aysov 

clo^IV* K a P 7rov a.?reipgwv, cnr», otv» 5 xaj eXary* 

’ Aurap a7rou^vc0sv pikiros yXuxepa 7rorov »jc^u, 

Asvc/'psa r’j axyr/'pucov xotpxov, xooc Wiova {AYiha^fy 

Koa /Bear, ex r apvwv apvar, atycov rs %i[Jiappw, 

Tlrr/ar t£ pyj^ef yXuxggjc? Xdixoto yaXaxT©\ 

nXupa? eP am 7roXa<r ayaflwv, xo« wwvgr ay^y 
Earovr, sc/'e fxa^ou^jt xara ^GovfSX, sc/'s 
Ouc/'g fjapuyeva^scra craXdmlat sx e*un yara. 6Jo 
Ou ‘oroXsju©' t’, cu/ aoys xara ^Gov©* 

&t* g^ar, 

Ou Xt/;.©*, xap7rwv rs xaxoppnrsgjfc ^aXa^a. 

AXXa /utiv agfoun /xeyaXyi xara yoccav a'uracctv^ 

Kca /BariXAs’ fta<Ti\w (piX© f^Cf Tg p» a ^ r ©' erat 

Aftov©^ xcp;ov ts vo/jiov xara yaiav airacrav 69J 


Av&'cop'nrot? reXeaetev sv 8£gtvw a $•?£<)£ vrt 
AGavar© cca cf'etXctc't j^roiffiv. 


Aul© 



fi OTCT5TS XCt/ TO A£p» TrA© - dLlGl[W HcTe fityTQHFt 

Kcu cTji rtcT/^jTrt/ xwk ctS^j'ctTo/o flso/o 
Hr a; syr* «*'0pft>TKf //SyrtAH xeccr;^, h/s 
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* 

But thou O miferable Greece ! ceafe from proud 
Thoughts, and intreat the Immortal Conqueror^ 
and obferve and fend into this City the People 
that want Wifdom,who belong to the Holy Land 
of the molt High ; do not move a Gamarina , it 
is better to let it alone, nor move a Panther from 
his Den, leaft you fuffer Injury by it, But ab- 
(tain: Neither entertain in your Breaft proud An¬ 
ger, which provokes you to quarrelling and 
fighting;but fervc the greatGod, that you may 
abftain from thefe Things. When this fhall be 
at an end, the great Day will come upon good 
Men, the beginning of happy Times, for the 
Earth which is the Producer of all Things,fhall 
yield to Men the belli aftd Infinite Fruit; Corn, 
Wine, Oyl, and the fweet Hony, Drink from 
Heaven, the Fruits of Trees, and the Acorns; 
and fat Cattle,and Beafts, and Lambs from Lambs; 
and Kids from Goats, and fweet Fountains fhall 
flow with the whiteft Milk 5 and the Cities fhall 
be full of good Things, and the Fields fhall be 
fruitful, and there fhall be no Sword in the 
Earth, nor warlike Tumult, nor fhall the Earth 
groan any more by an Earthquake; there fhall 
be no Wars, nor Drought upon the Earth, nor 
Hail to wafle the Fruit} but there fhall be a great 
Peace in all the Earth, and one King fhall live 
in Friendfhip with another to the end of the 
World ; and the Immortal, who lives in the 
Heavens adorn’d with Stars, fhall give a com¬ 
mon Law to all Men in all the Earth, and in* 
ftruft miferable Men what Things muft be 
done. 



For 
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Autoi? yap ixov(Q> sri S'e©', x* sx e?*y sr 5 «X\(§# 4 
Aurar xou wyg/ (pXe^eiey ^aXe^roy /^)© 1 avc^psuy. 
AXXa H^oflF^avles’ e/xar (ppsvar sy rn^earf, 700 

Laft.de Ira “ 1 OAys r h Xarpetas a^war’ ra> £mn \arpSj s' 
22.Eryth- iC Moi^eiay *tre(puXa£o, xcu axg/rov apcrev©* <&yku* 
rxa. “ Thu ^ x £ m ^jyav TraicTa>y r^e, /xflc/'e (poyeu^f, 

“ Tcjs ePe yap aOavaTor" xe^oXcoa-erai, os xsy & 

fxaprrj. 

Koct tots ^ s£eyepe< / 3 a<nXnioy «? a?a)va? 705 
riavra? stt* av9*pa>7rar 3 ayioy vo/xoy oTT^ror* gJWey 
Eucrefccnv, rot warty uiire^ero yatav avoi%&v 9 
Kcu xocr/x« re TruXar jxaxapwy, xat yap\iara raVTa, 
Koa vouw aOavarov cu&woy sufpfjjcruvtw re. 
nacnj? c^* ex yoarjc Xifavov xcu 7rgpr ©1x^710 
Oicrxci /xsyaXeio S*ea. x* %x eorelai aXX©* 

Oik©* stt* av&ptoTot'n xoa ewop^oitn ?rtj5ec9f, 
Laft.VI.tf.^AXX’ cv" ec/We &£©> 3 twov ayc^" ye£jcrp«y, 
differt. Xjov y^ xaXeatn /Bgjrcr fxeyaXoro S'eofo. 

rxa Kou 7 rajjai nrtJioio rfy&oi, ro rpn^eer ©£0a«, 71; 

Oupea 8*J u^eyra, xoa ayg/a xu/xara *arovr», 
EvGara cfy xat eoxXoa zos(]cu »]/xa<n xetyofr. 

Oacra yas «ptu/^ alaGaw. vki yarav ixveirar, 
Po/x<paiav r atyihxai S'ea fxeyaXoro 'ar^^rai* 

Aut 01 yap xfyrai re (igyro)v 7 £a<nXeK re ^xcwor.720 
E$*ai cfy xar 9 rX»r©* gy f avShcop 7 rcr<n cftxa/©', 

Aur»i yap /xeyaXoio &?« Tifyeis zojirai ap^n. 
Eu(p^v^«rt xopii, xca ayaXXso* (rot yap ec/Wsy 
Eu^auvl/w cuwvor, or ag^vov exrrcre xca ylau* 

Ev crct <A 3 otfuira, trot c/i’emrai a 0 avaroy <pwf. 7f? 

1 Ev 


I $gyy5 J'e A«tTp«di? etVO(J.a^ ^«ty £Vj» 77 ActTpcie, 
Mo/ye/dtr ts pi/Atfar;, xct/ cttfwQ- a.K&t roy dtyUcw. 

x Ayrov L. 3 'T/ro/r cfcVcf^ay/. L, 
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For he is the only God, and there is no other 
belides him; and he fhall burn the fierce ftrength 
of Men by Fire: But follow my Counfel in yout 
Minds, quickly fly all unwarrantable Worfhip, 
and fcrve the living God ; avoid Adultery and 
the Confufionof Sodomy; and nourilh your Chil¬ 
dren ; and do not kill them : for with fuch Offen¬ 
ders the Immortal will be Angry. Then he fhall 
mile a Kingdom for ever over all Men, when he 
hath given a holy Law to the Righteous to all 
whom he promis’d to open the Earth j and the 
Gates of rhe Blefled, and all Joys, and an Immor¬ 
tal Mind, and Eternal Chearfulnefs: out of every 
Country they fhall bring Frankincenfe, and Gifts 
to the Houfes of the Great God, and there 
fhall be no other Houfe to be enquired for by. 
the Generations of Men that are to come, 
but that which God has given to be honoured 
by faithful Men, for Mortals call him the Son 
cf the great God. All the Paths of the Fields, and 
rough Shores, and high Mountains, and the rag¬ 
ing Waves of the Sea, fhall be eafilypaffed and 
failed through in thofe Days : for all Peace fhall 
happen to the Good, through all their Land j the 
Prophets of the great God fhall take away all 
Slaughter, for they are the Judges of Mortals, 
and the righteous Kings, and there fhall be juft 
Riches Lr Men; for the Government of the 
great God fhall be juft Judgment. Rejoyce, O 
Virgin, and be glad, for he that hath created 
Heaven and Earth hath given thee Eternal Joy, 
be lhall live in thee, and fhall be to thee eternal 

Light. 
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Ev c h \vx0i n xa* apves tv sptcw fl/x/xrc tdW 


tou 


cC Xoplov, Tapd'aXtsf r’ eg/(poir a,ua 0 ox.r]{ronai 9 

i( Ap/loi aw fJioc^cic iio/xacflec aaXfoWovTai, 

SapxcCop©-’ re Xscov a^u^jv (paftTsu Cparvj^c 
“ Os /3a? # xca Tracer (ia\a v^7rror ev c/W/adcnv 730 
A^scav’ *nryjyv yap sth ^Sovi Trlcyicrei, 

Kca |3ps(pes<r(n JVjchcvt?? a {/.a rCom xor/ay]o-cvr<xc 5 ' 

K* cux a^iKYirxrrj' ^ef£ yap Gsy sc^(^^r , ere aura r. 


735 


740 


2 y]/aa c^s 0*ot spsco uaX* apitypa cor r? vo^crac 

Hvixa dS) 7 ravTCov to rsXor yat^t 

Ottotcts >tcv pc/x^afar *v xpa-jco as^sm 
Evvu^iai o$0&cn 'ur^jr ecarepxvy )p\vr(ys yjv, 
AtThxa xai kov topic? aroupavoOsy '^c^pyflai 
XTyr yatav axarav, xa/ 01 crsXar /i?Xioio 
ExXei^ei Kara aecraov ok x^'jx, »^e crsXfow 
Axrive? Tr^avycnv, xar aA/ szri yatav txovlca, 
Aifxari Kai sayovtosi, ire rpcov cA’ asxa crfl/jia jfyjjim, 
Ev ve(psXo d'* o%j/Sc 9 s ^X^ 7rs ^ coy Te xcm tmrem 
Via KVJJYr/^rilw Svipcoy c/jt^Xyjo-iv oixoilw' 

T»to rtX(^ 7roX^o{o rsX« Snog x^yv cv oixcov, 74; 
AXXa pj/pn 'nrav'lar S'ufHV //.syaXco 0 ariXy](. 

Taura trot Aarug/qr BafuXcowa rer^sa piaxga 
O^gc^avfls tir£<)Xt7rs <7a> tj EXXadVc < ars/vi7rc ( uw? 

7 TU£ 

Flacn 7rgc$flrsu8<ra < 9 s 8 /jtLuyy/-cara Sn/flofr, 

£2r rs ir^nhwai pcs Sgflois mty^ara &eta, 750 


0/ J» Au;w/ cluj apvsr’ sk apsw aiJLihXtyTcu 
"KopToy y^p auJxsj t eexboiGiv &p& fiorrzoi'Tctt, 

ApxT0/ cluj po%ot<nv o[ah nett nsetat fytyTQlGU 
SctpxoCof ©* t€ A««y (payers ayy&v 'Gragt. tparveuf, 
2 ww j 3 pg 95 C*/y *rt J^MfJss clmto^gi KO/fAWoyjaX' L 
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The Wolves and Lambs fhall eat Herbs toge¬ 
ther in the Mountains, and the Panthers lhall 
feed together with the Kids, and the Bears lhall 
be kept with the Calves in the fame place, and 
the Carnivorous Lyon lhall eat Straw out of the 
Manger, as an Ox, and very young Children 
fhall bind them in Bonds; and an infirm Crea« 
ture fhall affright a wild Bealf, and Dragons lhall 
fleep with Infants, and not hurt them, for the 
hand of God lhall be over them. 

But l will tell you very clearly the Signs 
whereby you may know when the end of all 
thefe things lhall happen on the Earth: When 
Swords lhall be feen in the Night, towards Sun- 
fetting or Sun-riling, in the Harry Heavens, and a 
Dull defcends from Heaven fuddenly upon all 
the Earth ; and the fight of the Sun lhall fail in 
the middle of its Courfe in the Heavens; and 
the Beams of the Moon lhall fhine, and lhall 
pleafantly come to the Earth with Bloody Drops; 
and the Rocks lhall give a fign, and in a Cloud 
ye fhall fee the Fight of Horle-Men and Foot¬ 
men like the Croud made in the hunting of wild 
Bealls; this end God who lives in Heaven will 
give to War, but all ought to Sacrifice to the 
great King. Thefe things I prophecy’d to the 
World concerning God’s Wrath upon Mortal 
Men, when I was infpired with a Fury, and left 
the high Walls of Babylon in Affyrta : and I am a 
Fire fent to Greece to forelhew to Men thefe 
divine ^Enigma’s by Prophecies. 
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B I B A I 0 N A. 

KXus Xs&k Acw jutsfaXcor^so, Eugo)7ryif rs ? 

Ocrjra /LtsXi^Ssrxrcio cPia s'Of/al©' {jayaXoio 

MsXXco city' flusrsgs 7ravaXn0sa /aav1susc%, 

Clem.Alex. ^ °’ J 1 2 X?W xyir 0 C 3 ^ ov rs ^ ara /^ 

ad Grecos. Av9gOTci 9»sov enrcy, sTrs^sueravTo c/'s ixavnv $ 

p. 32, 33. <c AX> vet S'ss fj.iyaJKoio 0 rov « ^/sps? s7rXacav ay 

cApcoy, 

cc Etc/'ajXotf aXaXcicn XiOg^sswiv ojuoiov. 

Ours yag oixcv s^et, vaaj XiOsv to'puSsvra, 
Kco^cralcv > vcocf'cy ts 9 3g^ra>v 7rcXuaXysa XcoClcu, 

AXX* cv icAfHV sy, g^y a7ro ^flov© , 9 ssc/'s /asrpflcrca, 10 

0>j.ixa(Tiy sv ^vy]T 0 ((r^ ^eig A* sx sTrXacrs Sn^ror/ 

Of xaQopwv a/aa lavras - , i»7r’ sc/'sv®' auror og^Tou' 
Ou vui; TS c/'vcKpgpy] T g yj^gpyj ? jjgXl©' TS ? 

At£ 3S fl’sXfoun ts ? xat t^S’Uosc'cra. S'aXao'ara, 

K<u y«j xac 7roTa/a<n ? kg a asvacov Tro/aa 7rnya)y, 15 
KnqjLcirct 7 rgj/f ^cotuu, o/aCyi a/xa xapTrov a- 

g^pvif 

Tix'V/W, xcw o A svc^ ? xca a ( u7r$Xcr, t* sXcaaf, 
Ourcf /act /xasrla ofya (pgsv@» vjXacrsy acrco, 

AvOgonroif ccra vuv rs xcu cnrTrctra yivflai auS'lf, 

Ek TsrgwTyif ^u=rjf ayoj.^ svc^sxaryjs’ a(pixsa9^ 20 

Arp?Kscof xalaXsfcu. a7ravra yap auror ?Xs£sy 
E^avoav. cru c/'s 7ravra Xsw? s*uraxss SiSuXXjjr 
E£ cents s'C.aal©' CpajyJ/jj 7r^^sov1(^ aXyjS'ri. 

Judin. Pa- a OXCtci 3 avSpjTrwv x«vot Kara yacav tcrovraij 
rxn.p. 17. < c Ocxtci c/'n ?sg^cn /asfay $*scy <i»Xoysovrsf 5 2$ 

U Ityv ^ayseiv, •anseiv ts, nrvjtcihm SjcrtG irpiv* 

0 * 

1 Cl. 1 yjvqMyoyy, Cl. 3 arjSWo/. J. 


LIBER §>UARTUS. 


53 


BOOK IV. 

Hear O you bonding People of Ana and Europe, 
what moft true things I am ready to Prophefie: they 
/lull be all declared in pleai'ant Verles from my 
own great Mouth; which is not the Interpreter 
of the Lies of Phoebus ; of him I mean whom vain 
Men call a God, and faifly pretend that he can 
Prophefie-, but of the great God, who is not 
made by Mens Hands like to dumb Idols hew’d 
out of Stone, neither has he a Houfe, nor is a 
Stone fet up in a Temple, dumb and . eaf, which 
is a pernicious Scandal to Men; of him whom 
none can fee from the Earth, nor meafure with 
their Mortal Eyes, and whom no Hand of Mor¬ 
tals made; He fees all Men at once, but is fecn of 
none himfelf; His is the dark Night, the Day, the 
Sun, Scars and Moon, and the oea full of Fifh, 
the Land, and the Rivers, and the Water of the 
overflowing Springs, Creatures for Food and 
Showers to produce the Fruits of the Earth, 
and Trees, and Vines, and Olive Trees: This is 
he who vehemently excites my Mind to declare 
truly to Men both things that are prefent, and 
things that will come hereafter, from the firfl: 
Generation to the eleventh, for he reveal’d them 
campleatly to me. But you O People hear the 
Voice of the Sibyl who from her holy Mouth 
fpeaks thefe true Prophecies. 

Thofe Men fliall be happy on the Earth that 
love the great God, giving Praife to him before 
they eat and drink, depending on their Piety to 

him - , 

D 5 


# 


and 
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35 


Clem.Alex. Of 1 vyjb’r fj)yj I 2 -aravra? 3 a7rc$-ps^yo'fv ,/ fdV/lsr, 

ad Genres, “ fiwn 8 r axccta XiO&JV 4 * icfipuudlct x.aflow, 

p- 43 * f a i r ' ex 

fert.) 5 Af/aacnv e/a%pu^coy /as/atatr/asva, xcu -vWfficrfV 

tc TsIgjwWW* /iXs^wt c/T £v©* S*sy /asya xu- 

30 

Oars (povov prams’ am^aXov, yrs xXoxa/ov 

K c pe'©’ aray; sXoyrs?* a gpyts-a TSTUzrcty 
OucP 3 ap* sx aXXor^yjs 1 xcfrnr Trc.S'ov s^ov* 

**» _ r 

Our* S 7 n a£<rsv(G^ u?g/y emails ale ?uiapla» rs. 

rg<pto'j 7 AxnGibjj re 7 xcct nGea avspsr aXXor 

Ou 7 roTs ujuqcrovr&i. a’Jou^etlw 7 ro 0 =ovler* 

/ _W « 

AXX’ ayrw ^XAyj ysXam rs /auyS'f^ovIsr, 

Ny]7Tfof aipyo’uvyjo’iv «T;-s|/Ao'c»/Iat sxetvoif, 

Clem. A- C{ Oar’ oufloi ps^yatv aracS'aXa y.ou xaxa spHx. 

IU ^Ink* U ^ fJOCOWV 7 a P «7rav M g CJ 7r{l,v aXX* 

Lift VU. 4° 

13 . (dif- Kec-/as xaf S^raw eXCy) xg/cnr, lw S'scr o/jtw 

fert.) vide a noiv)c -« 7 xgjvcov acrsGW 6 a/a a r 4 jjs£W rs. 

IV * ^9* a Kca 7 ry; oWsCsar /JJy 8 uixrs ‘(otyov 9 s/aTraXf 

umittit L. Kaf ror’ sxfyvwcrcvlaj ccjjv cifz£&xj sps^ay. 

u 10 Eu^sfss? c^s jjJjfJs( 7 iv ext apygfl&v,” 

fOcxrof cA* ivosfisxo’i xaXfV ^yia-yr’ sxj yam;. Li] 
Tlvdjfxa S'sy cV/]©* 11 £o>!/jj 0 J a/aa xai /3tov avioiz, 
.AXXct ra ju$j 12 oV-ary/' ^usn /aaXa xavla rsXefm 

Ku 1 / 


ora-; 


I 2 'J. 7 Z£VTct$. J. 3 J. & Cl. 

4 ecpi«fyuf*st 7 ct J. 

J Kr// A/G/yci ijsai'st, km cf.yahfXiTA yei £3t o/;na, 

Aip&Ti zplvyy uzy.iec<r'Act vju hv7im7t 

7i7£?.V'J\'JV, SivoS'vy, 'Trjhjjvv 0»p&!'Tg zmifi. CL 

6 6 tiy.A- L. 7 t^ts. L. 8 g77/. L. 9 $1/ L* 

I« A£S/ TdTS 57 T/ gp HCV£l tRlpAe? 

:n nyl’M. L, 12 forte. / gj'J'sxirji ut ver. 20 . prius. 
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and who avoid all the Idol-Temples they fee, and 
their Altars, and vain Statues of deaf Stones, 
which are polluted with the Blood of Mankind, 
and the Sacrifices of four-footed Beafts, but have 
regard to the great Glory of the one God ; who 
neither commit cruel Murders, nor get great 
Gains by Thefts, nor, what is moft horrible to 
be done, have any fhameful Inclination to Adul¬ 
tery, nor to vile, odious, and loathfom Sodomy •, 
whofe pious Life and Converfation other Men 
who delight in Impudence will not imitate, but 
will deride them with Scorn and Laughter, and 
foolifhly forge Calumnies againft them as guilty 
of thofe wicked Aftions which themfelves per¬ 
petrate j for all Mankind are hard to believe: 
but when the Judgment (hall come, both of the 
World and of Men, which God himfelf (hall 
execute, judging both the wicked and the righte¬ 
ous, he will fend the wicked again into Dirk- 
nefs, and then {hall they know the great Impie¬ 
ty they have committed: but the righteous fhall 
remain on the fruitful Earth, the Spirit of God 
giving them Life and Viduals, all thefe things 
{hall be finilhed in the tenth Age. 
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Nuo c/ v otr aro vpultis urflut, rufo Xe^u 
Ticu%a (nv A cravyoi %nrw afiomv caravToiv, 

E£ fynas Y.cajxoio J'lay.^cf.rtovlti tv ap^n 


5 ° 


U 


La&delra.” E£ */ata//cra , /l© J eTOgjEVrcio Swo 

a 3‘ “ Atmuenv toXwiv re y.>xj wfymroim avcm 

* TIxjj fxaXu-sJ/E SwXaara, y.aray.Xvqxoto 

Medi (k) Ou; Mq^or xaOaXov'k? iTrao^iscri S’gjjwow. 

O/f etoo /jcclwccc, e(f>’ ojv rac^s sarflcu spya J$ 

Laft. VII. Nu£ ss*ar mroiosa para sv u/zar©’ wjn, 

2 $, Simile. ^ ^ a ^u^/voGsv X«^«, xcu xuxXa crsX&w’ 

Tn cPs xXova> (raqxoio Tiva(rcropJjfJA (xzyaXoio, 

HoXXa? 7rptt/Ji|eig TrcXar, xc« spy’ av^pcorcov" 

Ex c/'s 0u0tf Tcrs vjjtror U'ZD , gpxu%|/W{ S’aXaarjjr. 60 
AXX* cray Eutppyjr^ (j.tyas acparr TrXi/jU/xuprfla/, 

K&f rors cT» KacPck ILgamri rs (poXoTC cavq 
rr 4 crsrai ev ttcXs/zo), rUpowy cf* usra J'ov^.c't Mrjcto 


.ttnrlovta, <pd>fcom« vwsp \xtya T iyfy(&> i*Aup. 

o'a >:0tr©* g?c« cX« ko(T[xoio fAtyisiw> 
Ois yjus>j ixia y.ercu a'jayUcfyYic urokvdhfo. 


6 5 


E^aj cF eacra x?y ava'p 25 ’ car&j%o)irai xaxa spya, 
^•jX^TTfo^sc Tf, (povorrs, ^Kyosciam rs, <pufoa re, 
HypHoy 7rp!wf<rucf rs, ava^ar/w r? yoXijwy* 
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N. B. This Oracle is a kind of Proem or Summary 
of the Contents of the whole Book, 


But now I will relate thole things which will 
happen from the firll Generation. 

Firft of all, the Ajfyrtans lhall govern all Men 
for fix Ages, reigning over the World from the 
Time that the Sea covered the Land, by the 
Inundation of a Deluge, when the God of Hea¬ 
ven was an<?ry with the Cities and with all Men. 
Thofe the Meeks will fapplant, and reign in their 
Throne. But they fhall continue only two Ages* 
in which time thefe things lhall happen 5 there 
fhall be a Daiknefs like that of the Night, in 
the middle of the Day, and the Stars fhall be 
wanting in the Heavens, and the Circle of the 
Moon,and the Earth fhall be moved with a great 
Earthquake, joyn’d with a Noife, and {hall over¬ 
throw many Cities and Works of Men, and I- 
flands fhall rife from the bottom of the Sea: but 
when the great River Euphrates lhall afford an 
Inundation of Blood, then fhall be a grievous 
Fight between the Modes and Perfians * and the 
Modes being conquer’d by i he Perfians , lhall fly over 
the great River 7 /gr/V, and the Verfian Power lhall 
be the greateft in all the World, and it lhall be 

a molt happy Monarchy for one Generation. 

N.B. This Oracle belongs to that Battle betroeenthe 
Medes and the Perlians, which is recorded by He¬ 
rodotus; and the general Succeffion of the Monar¬ 
chies here agrees in the main with the Bible , and 
with the befl Hijlories of the W>rld t 

Then fhall thofe evil Deeds be done which all 
Men hate, Fights, Murders, Seditions, and 
Flights, the Subverfion of Towers, and Infurre- 
ctions of Cities. 


When 
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EXXa? Cray {j,iya\ovj%(& m- xXarui' EXXtfctoww 
nxAcrfl, / 3 pu|y] / Aancft 0 ap«av xugtt (pspwra, 71 
Aura^ srAfyuT^oy yraXuayXam 
A^©» anapTW) rs 'tftft'urkopfyoL jy 
Etnocrt (poirr,cr« ? S^ufispcp©* NaX©- 
AXXoSf rs oxiro ycaay azsrcxpu^ei pXav uc/^aip. 75 


? srvgjipogjjv T£ ? 


EXXacfr / *% Aw fxtyas sy^($ 

Nfluow antyiOoiffi, ra fjJjo /3u0» vy^y xeXdiQu 
n^sucra, 7 r>,sutra c/'s te (xotuu©' <z wean Trararsi' 
Ou (puyacA’ ex. ■aroXs/Ais J'avij ubto^s^ck Aaris. 


Six.eXi^j cl's rciXwvctv sTrifpXs^a fx.aXa ®Wtfv 80 
Xsufxa 7ru^; /xeyaKcio, sp di^auJjfJtis (pXoy©- 1 Ac 


TV!) 


H cl's 


/3^rMV /jcsyaXn Tea-area ■uftXis as ^ct^i) 



* v r 


Erato' 5 EXXctc/'f vew©^ S 7 r’ aXXy]Xo:? c/'s |U#ve/]s? 


IlcXXa? 7rp!u/{?ycn TroXetr, *nrcXX8r eA 5 oXecrfccri 
Mapya^ci. to cAs vax©* iTcppo7roy aX\»Xowiv. 8f j 
AXX’ orav sr d'e/tomiv ^sla; ! 

sXS'n, 

Kaj tots fjJjt/ rispom £uya cAsXta ?cca (poff©" srat, 
Aurap €7r« <rxv)7r1g<)i<n MaxyjoAcvsf cm^i/jootjv, 

Era* xaf ©n/3cacri xaxyj /jtsT07nc9'ev aXco<nf 5 
Keeps? o v od^tsti TugjV* Tug/oi cA* a7ToXoitL/raf. JO 

Tertul. de Key Sa/jtcv a/y./a© j axacrcc) yw* jjwvsycri xaXu%}/«* 


pallio. II.p. AriX©^ / sjcstj cA/)X©^ ec^Xa cAs zera/la ra AnXetf. 

ift!" 40^. Kaj Ba/ 3 vXwv ixiyahi) pfyj tc/W, c/'s 
VJII.717) 
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When baafting Greece {hall Sail to the broad 
Be lief pent, and {hall make great Devaltations in 
/ifa. But in fruitful Egypt, in future Years there 
{hall be a Famine, and Sterility, though it be 
exceeding fit for the Plow and Corn, and this 
(hall continue there twenty Years •, when Nile 
which makes Egypt abound in Corn, ihall in fome 
other Place hide its black Water under the Earth. 
N. B. This twenty Tears Famine in Egypt, is not l 
think mentioned by the Hijiorians. 

A great King ihall lift up fcis Spear, and 
come from Afta into Greece, with innumerable 
Ships} he ihall come on foot over the Sea, but 
fliall fail alone on the dry Land} whom mifera- 
ble Jfia ihall receive when he flies from that 
War. 

N. B This Oracle belongs plainly to the Expedition 
of Xerxes into Greece, his Defeat there, and hit 
Jh ante fid Flight thence . 

A fiery Torrent fliall break forth from JEtna, and 
terribly burn all miferable Sicily j and the great 
City of Men (hall fall into the deep Sea. And 
there will be Difcord in Greece, and when they 
are enrag’d againfl: one another, they fliall de- 
ftrov many Cities, and kill many by fighting, but 
the Victory {hall be doubtful amongll ’em. 

But when the Time of Men fhall come to the 
tenth Age, then Ihall the Ferfians be brought in¬ 
to Subje&ion and Slavery, and be terrified. 

But when the Macedonians {hall glory in their 
Dominions, then the Thebans {hall be fubdued; 
the Carians ihall inhabite Tyre, and the Tyians 
fliall perilh; then Sand fliall cover all Samos at the 
Shoar, and Delos Ihall appear no more, but Ihall 
intirely vanifli^ and Babylon {hall appear great, 
but fhall prove little, and in vain depend upon 
its unprofitable Walls. 


The 
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2 rrpflcu a%fri?cicnv stt’ sXti rm ret%i<&acra 4 
Bctxflga '/.arcturner i Max.yjJ'ovgs*. oi A* caro Ba/.r^y 
Kcu 2»<ra)y (pwjjcvrai s(p 5 EXXa^a ycaav aira 
Strabo I. * c Ec^slai sarojU$Jotf, ots nu£j&/jt©» 1 

XU <C Hjeva 'ar^ys^V Hflw «> a vyjcrov tjufla;, 

(5*37) Sl ° ^ 2 u| 3 agjs Trsertfra*, xca Ku^tx.©, flWa yaw? 

Bpaarcfjtfyyis- ceic[JL 0 i<ri irnPiVcw ox TreXets, 100 

P 3 ufan.Cc' xou PocW xay.cv u$wov, aXXa (Atytrov. 
rinth.p .97 Ours Maitvjc'ovifls c«tf X£cctc? ? aXX* a*7T0 c/W/agw 
T ertu.. A- j ra y^ ^ v 3'r ; o'c,< arcXsju© fxsyac w u-sro y.c«T ( a©* 

Ly|i Oi • o 4 

* Aar^diret c/xketov syaw Quycv Pa/J yjert. 

Kc;p^>)^wv y.a/ ereio ^a,uc if was Trucf© epgterer. ' 105 

TXjjfjtcv AaccPmaa^ <re o\ rp&iret iron craT/jt© 

ET| ftujifa, s’yjcref c^s 'zraXw urcXiv Apuaytjav. 

Kca cru KogjvOs raXacva, rzbjj z tror’ sTic^et aXwcrr/. 
Faufan.Co-n 3 AiCW f-tuga v.cCha^GitA ovirclt fifyoj-C!xtvY\%$'M 

nm .p. 974 n^luui^a, Trplwvis o\ xXovco tth/W* s 7 rt yoxav^ no 

Els* crsgjtv 4 j£jj *Er£j(puy«v ^ 0 cva, 0 fa /-ts r W.©, 

App^uro J'g rs y.cu erf. /utsvet c/'sXot© avayxjj 
IraXeflsy, v^cv c's S'ey jusyav 6 %a\a7ru%et. 


Dion in 
Nerone. 


LXil 709. 


YVnv.a S' a$£y(rsjr)m xs7TOiSots? ? Sjc-iGilw /ucy 
Picsel, svyagyv ft (pom TcXscrseri ^gjvflwy, If If 
Kca tot a 7 r 5 ItoXj/ic /BaeriXfUf /jtsya? 01a re cf'gjt'fjj? 
<IXu£st a(paA © ? sot?©, uarep 7 ro^v Euppjyrofo, 
OTrnrere c'n /utr 4 Tpa)ov ay© rufayjo (poi/oto 
TXr-crsla/, aXXa r* roXXa xax.ij cruv 


IIoXXcj 


ffr/fa 

Evpi/w'/nif, 2 Kut^J', Str« bis, 

4 


3 AvKivs-faqan. 



LIBER .QUARTUS. 

The Macedonians fhall inhabice Battra, and all 
they which inhabite Balira and Safa fhall fly in¬ 
to Greece. There fhall be a time in future Ages 
when Silver-ftream’d Pyraims, which flows by 
the Shore, fhall come to the holy Ifland. The 
Cities of Sybaris and Cyzicus fhall fall when the 
Earth fhall fpcw out Water, and caufe Earth¬ 
quakes j and A bodes fhall fufFer the laft but grea- 
teft D<.ltiu&ion; nor fhall the Kingdom of Ma¬ 
cedonia always continue. But in the Weft a great 
Italian War fhall Ipring, by which the World 
fhall ferve, and wear the Yoke of the Italians , 
and O Carthage , every one of thy Towers fhall 
fall to. the Ground. O miferable Laodicea, an 
Earthquake fhall utterly overturn thee, but lhall 
fet thee up again a large City; and thou mi¬ 
ferable Corinth fhalt fee thy felf taken. O 
lycia ! who aboundeft in fragrant Ointments, 
the trembling Earth has never yet caft thee down: 
But thou fhall fall with a noife to the Earth, 
and defire to fly into another Country as a Stran¬ 
ger. O Armenia, the Italians fhall by force fub- 
due thee, who alfo fhall deftroy the great Tem¬ 
ple of God. 

N. B. The time of thefe Deflations being not di- 
ftinfily fet down here , it is hard to determine a • 

. . bout the Completion of all thefe Oracles ; tho ’ fame 
of them have been evidently fulfilled . 

But when they through a foolifh Confidence 
(hall caft away all Care of Righteoufnefs, and 
commit an horrible Murder on the Pr'means [or, 
about the Temple] then a great King, likeaciofc 
perfidious Fugitive, fhall fly from Italy over the 
River Euphrates ! and this will be when he has 
committed a horrible wicked Murder upon his 
own Mother. And when he ha?vcommitted ma¬ 
ny other Crimes by his wicked Hands; 


then 
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TloXKci ciutf Kgjv Pw/Jtijr Tfi^ov ac [xcdpet, 120 
Ketvs aToc/^cravT^ y*«rsp rlw 'orarpjd'a ycuav. 

EK Sug/Lw cP* »£« Poj/anr os- *urs£/ wv 

Su/jtfpXs£<w, TBToXs/jtajy ttcXXcus* c/'ogf avc^povgcref, 
Iaa'aiow / oXscref jxeyaXtu/ %fovct djpvctyjiav. 

Ka| tots cfyj SaXot/juva, IIa<poy S' a/utct ceicxju® 
oXsoret, 12$ 

Kut^v orflv 'wtfy'/Xvs *oy tmp/.Xovsi) /*sXciv uc/’cop. 


Plut archie 
his qui fero 
a numine 
puniuntur. 
p. 5*66. 
cur Pythia 
non reddat 

cracula. p. 

jp 8 . 


c AXX* ottTOTOiy y§oviy;£ &7rc pojyac/W iT&Xtc/'or 

c uTros-ps^&s- «? sgjwov sujuy way# 

6 noXXa? cTs (pX?£y) TcXta?, xaj avcAg^r cXsor>j 7 
c IlcXXij cA’ caOaXcsamTsfpy] /jtsyay a/Os^cc tXath, 130 
6 Kocc-^sxac/'ss 7ri7r%7iv car xpyjx 01 a ts /juXlor, 
c rcvwxctv rore (j.hjjiv sTV(>cf,vicio S'scio ^ 

EucrsCscoy oti (puXov avainov s|oXsxscnv. 


Ek c/'s c^xjcrrv tots vaxor syef^j 'jfyx toXs/xojo 
H^et, xotPw/utn? 0 (puyar /-tsy«xf sy^os- a«pcoy ? 135 
EuCppwrZw cfyafar TroXX&tf a/aoc (jLOfyav avcApoiv, 
TXvj^cov A'/iio^sitf, <rs c/'s VloXiv yx st’ tpxaiv' 

Etvsxsv iTaXcr? utto c/'s^ctj •an*/] sir. 

Keci 2xu^jv tots Xci/aor sXtt ? xai (puXoTO #/vw. 


Ai 
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then many fliall be {lain about the holy Ground 
of Rowe j while he flies beyond the bounds of 
his Empire. The Terror of the Romans fliall 
come into Syria, who (hall burn about the Tem¬ 
ple, and flay multitudes of Men in that War,and 
deftroy the large Country of Judea, and then an 
Earthquake fliall deftroy Salamis and Papbos, when 

black Water fhall difturb the famous Cyprus. 

N. B. This Oracle feems plainly to belong to Nero, 
and the firfi Perfection : only it implies that he was 
not Jlain in Italy,ai the Report was , but went over 
to the Parthians, of which the Roman Hiflory af¬ 
fords feme Sufpicion ; as re Salamis and Paphos, this 
Prediction agrees well to their DeflruClion by an 
Earthquake in the Days of Vefpalian. 

But when Eire (hall rife out of Clefts in the Ita¬ 
lian Earth, and fliall reach upwards to Heaven, 
it ihall burn many Cities, and kill many Men. 

And the fuliginous Afhes in great quantity ihall 
fill the Air, and Drops fhall fall from Heaven 
like Minium ; then fliall be known the Anger of 
God, becaufe they have deftroy’d the Innocent 

Stock of Righteous Men. 

N. B. This Oracle agrees very well with the terri¬ 
ble Eruption of Vefuvius, A. D. 79. of which 
the Hijiories give a full Account, Plutarch obferves 
it as a Completion of the Sibyl Is Prediction. 

Then fliall come into the Weft great warlike 
Contentions: a great and Roman Runagate fhall 
lift up his Spear, and pafs Euphrates which ma¬ 
ny Myriads of Men. Unhappy Antioch ! they 
ihall no longer call thee a City, becaufe of thy 
Folly, thou (halt fall by the Italians Spears, and 
then Seyms fhall be deftroyed by a Plague and 
cruel War. 

N- B. 


i 
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Faufan.Co 
rinih.p 97 


Lad. de 
Jr3. 23, 
(divert.) 

Lad:, de 
Ira. 23. 
(divert.) 


Ai cti Kims raXaiva, c*g TrXato xu/ia S'aXawijf 
Pr|/« ^ec/Jt ryj errv avapg/(p(ta-:rav aeXXarr. 141 

H£et ft m A(ribjj 7rXsrcs iJtya$ 7 OTnrcn P 
Auryj? uXy)? TrsXuxTsavoy xara o^jxa 

(?ti>ts'T 0 , xca c-V ittira rccravraKi■: aXXa 7rape£ef» 
“Kapcov o^e '/loXisS'ga 7rag 3 4 uoWi Macavc/'yio, I4J 
’Oaja 7r?7rupfco'^ai Tsg/xaXXsa, 7T(x^j? oXsaret 
Ai/a©, crav Mci/avctyor aTox^^# /jisXay uAop. 
AXX J cray acnCiyjs* jjfy ust* avS'gooTav ^ToXirntt 
II(9if5 xai to r/'txaiov, stir 5 ccrr^ta - ! J's rokfiais 
Zfl>v?s? ? ufgjv g^cocny ara^aXov, aXXa T6 7 rcXXa 3 l 50 
Eyc-sfsGJv o * ' 1 8cei? 'arc**] Xoycv, «XXa xat aoryj 

FIotvTar U7r 5 a^^cruvyir /uisya wittcoc s^cXexwar;, 

Tfipsci xar stf* ai/^atn s^ovrs?* 

cc Kai 1 Tors y(va)c^xe^v ,, S’sov yxsTl 2 Tfyjmu terra" 

3 AXXa^^pvG) x^iycVTa ? xat s^cXsxcvra^usav 
AvS^ttcov juaXa iravav V7r s/jCTpujerjutou (jLzyaXoio. 
a 4 A /visXsoj" /xsra0ec\h /3£jroi ^ rac/'gj fxyjc/'s 
opyla/ 

a flai/Toi!//; ayaymrz Srtev ixtya v. aXXa ^sSsvte? 
<!>aoTaya xoa $cva%aS) avcPf^y^lacias r$ 3 xar ufpsrfj 
Ey 7rcTa 4 uc{? Xb’TJ^s oXey aX/j.a? asvaoun, i£o 

Xe<£p:; 


cc 


cc 


i t^ots tLo opyh.o. L. a 'zrfip.vmTa L. 

3 Aaa’ er'/x^ficSoyrct, xa/ ^owovra t? yw&v 

Ay&pcjrrvy c.'zd.cctv v<& i^nrp\\GHa 'JtpSoyrei"- L. 

4 ct A A’ SA5ci* L. y cT». L, 
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B. This Oracle feems to belong to the Wars with the 
barbarous Nations,when they began to make Irrupti¬ 
ons into the IVtjl • to Trajan’/ Conquefl icy ^Eu¬ 
phrates; to the terrible Earthquake at Antioch when 
he was there ; and at lajl to the holy War,when An* 
tioch was again taken by the Latins about the End 
of the Eleventh Century . 


Ala?} Alas! O miferable Cyprusl the Waves 
of the broad Sea lhall deftroy thee, when thou 
art tols’d by violent Storms j but great Riches 
lhall come into Afia, when Rome fhall repay twice 
as much of the Riches which Ihe had kid up in a 
large Treafury. A grievous Famine lhall deftroy 
the Cities of the Carians , which are beautifully 
built with Towers on the Banks of Maunder ^when 
Meander lhall hide its black Water. But when 
Righteoulnels, Faith, and Juftice are deftroy’d 
by Men who give thcmfelves to wicked Enter- 
prizes, and they lhall be guilty of foul Injuries, 
and many other ill things, and none lhall vindi¬ 
cate orefteem the Juft, but they lha!l delight in 
Injuftice, and lhall unjuftly deftroy all of 'em in 
their Rage, polluting their Hands with much 
Slaughter; then they lhall know that God is not 
any longer patient, but in time will judge and de¬ 
ftroy all the Generations of Mankind by a great 
Conflagration. Ah foolilhMen! repent of thefe 
things, and do not provoke the great God to An¬ 
ger of all kinds j but lay afde your Weapons, 
your Torment?, your Murders, and Injuftice, and 
waih your Body in perpetually flowing Rivers: 

E and 
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SIBYLL. ORACUL: 


e<& 


Lad. de 
Ira. 23. 


Au ^ 1 -. .v_j 5 1 

ZvyfwiJLlw cuT€i<&e J xou dmStcuc atreCetcw 
riDc^v taaa&z, S^o? <A* s £4 fxelavoiav, 

“ 1 OucA* cXscr4* 7rctuo , H eAs * j^oXov 7raXiv 5 3 et7T€g a- 
4 ‘ 7ra/1s? 


6< 4 Eocrsfitcu evt $ps<nv acv^a-yfls. 165 

Eio v 8 jxoi TreiOo^e xaxoij^vs?, aXX J a<rt€eiav 
Srs^fovls?, racAs 7rav1a xaxat? gAs^^s a>t8cu?, 

IIup £5*0tj xaTa y.oafxoVj sv a) tocAs cry)/xa t trvyficy 0 
Po/x(pa<Ei/, craXTnyfs? a// tfsXia) aviovn, 

Kot/x©' a*7ra? /xuxnjxa xa/ o/xfpi/xov y^oy ax8cr4> I70 
<DXt£4 cf'e x&ova 7 ra<rav t n rav cA’ oXscry} yey© 1 av- 

cAgCOV, 

Ka/ TcaccLs 7rcXiar, rora/xotK 6* a/xa 5 ijcAg 3\xXaara? 
Exxaucrn, TacAe 7rav1a xovi? sctst’ ardaXosara. 

rav ri'An 7ra'/]a 6 rs&pyi carocAoeo^ayevyfla/, 


<c 

‘c 

« 


aarr/lov, 0 ? 7 r££ ayy/\L 


K cu 7ru^ 7 xoi/xtarn S'ec? ! 

Orsa xaj ojroJ'tbjJ aulo? &sc? *> s/x7raXi aycA^yt 176 
Mo^wtry)," 9>icyi rAs TraXiv a)? Tap©* yjo-av, 

6C KaJ rare cAq xg^cn? srax* s$ t] c/Jrxao^ S'so? aulos 7 
ic Kg/vcov spx7raXi 10 xccr/xov. ccrot cA* u7ro cAyarsCincriy 
u H/xaplov S'vn lords'cA 5 aU 7 raXi n ya!axaXu%|/ 4 . 180 
Lad. VII. " c Ocvroj cA’&a-sfsycri, 7raXiv (vc-ovr I2 s7ri yam 
Jy u IlvJjfxa Sriv cAcyl©, £c cbjj 6* a/xa xai 13 / 3 toy ctulcic 


5 Q 

4 ^r. " ’ CC E DcrfCscn, Travis? 1 * cAs tot flcro-sj/ovlou saur^i 
Di&erf.vid.n /xaxagp90?., sxavov 0? s? ^ovov scalar avflo. 


/ ^ 

a Oux.^l a'ErXAW p/OAOI^ 3 CUT rty.L. ^UTS/Sse-W CT5p/ Stf" 

/x«- L. ? otot’ vel orrorai'. C. 6 T~<?pa. C. 7 C. 

8 tf©0/T<K. C. 9 ifJLT&KlV CLVT0l$ At'cP’ ctpifc /XOp0cy(7H -* 

al. £>:•;«'* f A/y ai'cApay C, i® 0? //.oj'o?. MS. V. Conf. 

11 yzJt'roKAW 4 ^* MS. V. x z tvi. wpa. C. 13 y^iy. C, 

S4r«.C. 
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and ftretching your Hand rewards the Sky; a^k 
Pardon for your Aftionspaft, and make Amends 
for your Impiety, which has been great, by a pi¬ 
ous Life j and then God will repent and not de- 
ftroy you, but ceafe from his Anger again, if 
you all will follow after Piety, which is truly ho¬ 
nourable in your Soul. But if you will not be 
perfwaded by me, O Men of an evil Heart! but 
love Unrighceoufnds, and receive tbelc Advices 
with a perverfe Mind, a Fire (hall come into the 
World,and thefe Signs (hall appear in it, Swords, 
and the Sound of a Trumpet when the Sun rifes, 
and all the World fhali hear a bellowing and ve¬ 
hement Noife, and the Earth fhal! burn. And 
after the Fire hath deftroy’d all Mankind, and 
all Cities, and Rivers, and Seas ilull be burnt 
up, then all things fhali become Soot and Allies j 
but when all things fhali be Soot and Arties, and 
God fhali extinguifli this immenfe Fire which he 
had kindled, out of thofe Bones and Arties God 
/hall again form Men: and when he hath made 
them as they were before, then fhali the Judg¬ 
ment be} in which God fhali aft juftly, judging 
the World again $ and thofe Men who have lived 
wickedly, the Earth fhali cover them, but they 
who are righteous fhali live again on the Earth, 
God giving the Pious Spirit and Life and fuffici- 
ent Provifions; and then all Men lhall fee them- 
felves. Moft happy is that Man who fhali be in 
Being at that Time! 

N.B. 7 *his famous Oracle is very plain for the Confla¬ 
gration^ Referred ton, and Renovation of things, in 
a perfed Agreement vj'tb the Scripture prophecies 
and is at large quoted in the Apojielical Conflitut*- 

MS* 
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B IBAION E. 


A XX a n o'r, yo: ravla vo©» ac(f(& gyfua\t£<|$ 
Apt; Jt ere rXny.&v Any) jtcilocPvgyijLMOiY'.rgMy 
lien yv)@> IcovoiVj Kapwv, AuAov 7roXu^pu<r&)v. 

At at 2apoW, caac xat 7roXuyipa]£ T^XXtf* 290 
At cu A aocPima xaXyj 7roXt' cor a7rcXefc\h 
Saa-pictr cXXujU^a: rs ? xat «r xovtv aXXaj;9eio*«<, 
Aorta t/i cPvofipii, AvJvv rs 7rcXu^pixra)v. 

AprtiJUd'@ J c-fixor Etpsers 7r«yvu l u£v© j ? 

Xacr/jtait xac cretcy-ctri tc 9* etr aXa o%[aj 195 

riptow, yjo v ots vnar €7nxXu£y<m asXXoa. 

Ciem.Alcx.ee ^Trlta o v ot/aa}^4 E(pecr©^ xXcaycra Tap* 0 vflair, 
adOentt’s, ,, __ ? o n r 

^ 3 , Kcu v/jov ^nrwarov bxsti vatdaov/a. 

Kat tote S'u/WW S'sos’ a(p0tr(5^ ? at 0 £^ vouwy, 
Ou^voOev 7 rpr] 5 -«^ /3aX4 xara xpaT©' avayvsr. 300 
Avrt Jit %ei(J.tov(& S'sp©' sar^at y)/aart r eac/'g, 

Kat roc^s c/'r) [xtrtTrtir u rflcu avetysan fipolourt. 
E^oXscrst yap 'sraylar avatc/'ear u^fxspauv©', 
B^jvTyjTS, 9=^97ratr ts, xspauyotr rs (pXsysiWrv, 

AvJ'gtjc? Juvjjjt/Jicis rs xou cor acrefc-tr oXoS'pticrcJ, 3°J 
Qr re //svetv vsxuar xafla yr,r 7rXsovar *\J/a/*a8ow. 
ya£ xou 2/ovpva soy xXatscra Auxspyov 

Eir Efocrao 7ruXarj xat atTIjj [xaWov oXetrou. 


l%ltaich. Ko/JLfl l” yj ,uwpy',, CTLULJ VCLU.aVl TOtS &t 07 n) 6 j$ 0 ie 
cur Pythia ^gajv avc/'pw; ao\y.m xat a9sry.cov, 

non render , ' 5 r n , 

Oracula j>. ” ( ? eicr > «X£Tt to rev er att/e^a ap/jta 7rpoc/tfo<r4’ 

398. AXXa yiyjef vsxjoa ev v ay. act Kvyaictcr, 

}i cixror a ys^flrj ey.s xaxoTyfla aevovlsr. 

(Ju+prO 4 . fU*'' _ J AJ 

cyjystov s^cov avtf coy e/xoyflce. 


310 
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BOOK V. 

Bat why does my fagacious Mind fuggeft thefe 
things? O miferable Afia! I now fadly lament 
thee, and the Nations of the lonians , Camus, and 
rich Lydians. Alas .'alas/ for Sardis-, alas! alas! 
for the beloved 7rallis\ alas! alas / for the beauti¬ 
ful City of Laodicea ; becaufe ye fhall be deftroy’d 
by Earthquakes, and reduced to Afhes: In dark 
j/k and rich Lydia the Temple of Diana, fix’d at 
Ifhefus , fhall fall into the Sea, by a great Hiatus 
in the Earthquakes, and thereby be utterly min’d, 
when the Storms drown the Ships: then Ephcfus 
being overthrown, fhall lament on the Shore-, and 
feek her Temple which fhall be no longer inha¬ 
bited. And then God, who is Immortal, and 
lives in Heaven, being angry, fhall fend from 
Heaven a fiery Storm againft the Impious, and 
at that Time there fhall be Summer inftead of 
Winter; and this fhall happen afterwards to 
Men } for the Omnipotent Thunderer fhall dc- 
ftroy all the Impudent by Thunder, Lightning, 
and fiery Thunder bolts, which fhall deftroy them 
who are perverfe and wicked, and extirpate ’’em 
all, fo that there will remain more Dead upon 
the Earth than there is Sand; And iSmyrna fhall 
come lamenting their own Ljcuryis to the Gates 
of Ephtfus, and fhall perifh worfe than it. 

But foolifh Cuma , with its infpired Waters, 
fhall be caft down by the Hands of the Gods, of 
unjuft and wicked Men; no more fhall thy Cha¬ 
riot afeend into the Sky, but thou fhalt remain 
dead at the Cumtan Waters, and then thofe who 
remain fhall fuffer Affliction together, when thou 
jhalt have a Sign, and fhalt know for what thou 

E j fijf- 
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SIBYLL. ORACUL.' 

K vfjitov yci g c/'u/jt©' ^aXsTW, (fuXov atifec* jlj 

EiO* otslv xctxLuu jflova retyftA&v&V) 

Atcfo? €7r’ Hgf^avov cKWVfcy f^aTroXeilaf. 

At ou froi Kcpx.u^, xaXn n roXi, Traaeo ho)/xEw, 

K<*i Isg^ToX: yaia /xovn TrXfcra) fxiy eicct, 

Efa oy TiTr&was iX av X w 69 v wotaitepW, 3 20 
yluu ^OJO-^SVV) 7 TCtpa ^SUfXCtcn @€pp»JW]©'. 
Tl«rpo(pun? TpnroXic rs 7rap* of off i McticuiffOio, 

Kvfxcuri vv/lsyvoitrtv uzsr, yiovi TX/ipcoSettra, 

AgJ'tiuu s£c\so-<i 0 ‘s Srscio 7roSm rs 'orpovoia. 

M Y] IX S0sXacrav stay ®otf» rfo/ yetrova ^pav**** 3 2 J 
MtXyjroy TgiXpsptu; atstoXcc 7rpnsrwj tot dvcoS’eVj 
AvB* uv etXsIo t!/ju Qoifs c^oXosarav auc/'kfl, 

T!wj ts <ro$!w avcApwy {xsXstijVj fcow crwfpova /3aXica# 


IXa^i TrayTmrup rfVftp 1 ^Bovi rij ToXuxapTW, 
laJ'cua fxsyaXvi, iva o’ar yvwpt.as’ S7ric/V)£($> 3?® 

TaulJoJ yap •arpojrljuL/ eyv&) S'sc? sv ^apirsanv' 

Ei? ro c/'ojtav 7 rpo^a^o‘/aa Tsoy ■sravrsan Cpolony 

Eivau >tai •nrpocrg^ftv, otov ^scg syfyaX^tV. _ _ 

“Ten Osar^T^ 1 ^"stjr^AjtfflWiNscta 


.. - "^ r Icn 0sa Vp/raXi^^ 1 ^ 

ad Gcntcs, Mavy^aim ?, 2 araxfl©S Y 
$. 33 . K’shsIj era /xve«a ys jjJjoet y.arcx yc«< 


‘‘Ka, 
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fufferefti for the People of Cam a areobftinateand 
an impudent Tribe. Afterward when they (hall 
have a Soil naughty and full of Allies, Lesbos 
Ihall be deftroyed for ever at Eridanus. 

Alas! alas! for thee Corcjra, a beautiful City 1 
leave off thy Luxury. And thou Land of Hterapo - 
lis abounding in Riches, thoa lhalt have the Coun¬ 
try which thou haft delired ; but it {hall be a 
mournful one; thou {halt be thrown down near 
the Banks of the River Thermodon } and ftony Tri- 
tolis near the River Maunder •, and {halt be filled 
with the Night Waves on thy Shore. The Will 
*nd Providence of God {hall deftroy thee utterly; 

-The Neighbouring Country that defires to 

have Phoebus. [Somewhat is here wanting.'] 

A fiery Whirlwind from Heaven {hall deftroy 
Miletus the Delicate becaufe it received the de¬ 
deceitful Oracle of Phoebus , and the wife Coun- 
fels of Men, and their prudent Advice ! 

N. B. Tbef: Deflations are not here fixed as to Time , 
and jo it is difficult to fay much about their Comple¬ 
tion: only that of Cuma and Puteoli in its Neigh¬ 
bourhood is taken Notice of by Plutarch, as remark¬ 
ably fulfilled in his Days or not long before ; which 
fee ms to be as a Judgment on it for its Idolatry,and 
the Heathen Oracles there encouraged ; which is 
here the Cafe of Miletus alfo, where h polio had an 
Oracle, 

O Father of all! fparc the pleafant and fruit¬ 
ful Land, great Judaa^ that we may deliver thy 
Laws-, (For this Land God firft enriched by his 
Bounty;) that it may appear to all Men to be the 
firft of all other in thy Favour, and that it may 
attend to what God hath promifed. 

O V/&, the unfortunate Gnddefs! thou {halt 
continue at the Waters of Nile alone, mad and 
raging upon the Sands of Acheron , and thou {halt 

ho more be remember’d thro’ all the Earth. 

I 
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SIBYLL. ORACUL. 

Keu tfuStgjrari Xifioif 1 «roi8j4>e, 7roXXaf«yi]. 


// 




« 1 Ktvq /Iwjuct fjteyisw « Aiyurlw Tg/laXaivn.' 

Oaroi <P AiyoTTs toGov «yaysv «s fft, airayrts- 49 a 

Kkmwm ers x«*»r, vsv « $P«« S ’ 6V ™' 

IWo/lat 0-6 TO /wJ'tv eoroi S'HW s|upvflo-av. 

Kai Tif £pf( tmv isptioy Xivowi©* aviop 

A<&t£ &£S TS/U^©' xaXov ^ 

Aajrrt tov ty. TpoyovMV a'ttvov vo/xov ctXXa^w/^j 49) 
Ts ^aopv n XiOivcij xai ergjMiiKHm S'scw 

no /jt 7r«? xm«X*Iaf woia/^oj ax, mtcrav. 

T p 44 ux ar » &f0V a ? 6n °“ ^ vav1ef ' 

Aurov tov ™ a ^ ioV 

Tov vpwavtv 7ravrwv, tov ctXflS'Etfj tov ^affiXijo, £03 

^U^OTpOlpOV ^STM^i S' 5511 ® 5V £a '^ 1 *' 

Koutot’ tv AiyUTrw vaor f*«y« ? taselaf ayvof, 

K’ «s owrov 9wta? oi<r 4 Xcw SwAx'!©' 

Kavounv ^ £0S a^Swur &iohdietv. 

AXX’ otcw txirpeXnroylf? «v<«^ £ a (puX« Tg^aXXu- 
AiSiMrty, <*ew<u<r AiyUTrFov tZw ts apa^a/, 50 5 
Ap%ovrai xaxort jt©», w W‘£? * av T a $)»Tct/. 

N(iov yap xaOsXatri /asyav AtyuTliac/'©' ymr, 

Ev fe S-so; xaTa y»r ctevov %oXov auToir, 

H? oXso-oa Tafia? ts xaxsc, TavW t avc/as;. 510 
K’ »x£T( (peifw Tif y’ sarsTtw sy ^Soyi xaivtj, 

Avfi' tov f’ Sit sSuXai-av, 0 /utjv 9-60? syfuaXi^sv. 


t Afj/sj tto?va.<?. Cl. 2 Kc-{?cm. Cl. 
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And thou Serapis placed on a Rock fhalt grieve 
much, and lie a Monument of Ruin in miferable 
tSpjpr, and they in u£gjpt which defired thee 
{hall all lament thee grievoufly, even all that have 
an immortal Soul in them: and as many as praife 
God fhall know that thou art nothing. 

And one of the Priefts cloath’d in Linnen fhall 
jay, Come let us build a true and beautiful Tem¬ 
ple for God j come let us change the wicked 
Laws of our Anceftors, by which they without 
Confideration celebrated Pomps and Feaft-Days 
in honour of Gods of Stone and Earth} let us 
turn our Hearts to praife the immortal God, who 
is the Father of all, and Eternal, the Governour 
of all, the moft true, the King, the Father and 
Preferver of Souls, the great God, that always 
cxifts: and then there fhall be a great pure Tem¬ 
ple in and the People who ierve God 

fhall bring their Sacrifices to it, and God will 
enable them to live for ever. But when the *£- 
tkiopians fhall leave the infolent Tribes of the 
Thballi, and fhall reft there, and plow o£gypt as 
their own, then they fhall begin their Wicked- 
nefs, that all things that are to come te pafs may 
be done, for they fhall overturn the great Temple 
in the Land of is£gjpt. Then God fhall pour 
forth his grievous Vengeance on them, fo as to 
ileftroy all the Wicked and Unrighteous} and 
there fhall be no more Long-fufFering in that 
Country, becaufe they did not obferve the Laws 

which God save them. 

* 

N. B. This Oracle feem to belong to the Converfion of 
iEgypt to Chrijfiunity atfirfi, and to its Overthrow 
hy Gog, 5 till Cod executes his Vengeance upon him 
at Ufl alfo 9 
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t 


Oraculum omiffum prius, initio Lib. HI. 

vulgo prxfixum. 


3 jPK o\ tnSawJto v vfci BsXia? jou1<m<*hv, 
jLj K of s'no’4 opswv s*^o*4 c/'s S^aXaorav, 

HA tov rnjf-^iflcL fjLtyav, Xa/axpav rs ctsXLujLuu, 

Kca vsxuctr secret-, xai cnjjua'lcc 7 roXXa 7 rciyjcr«, 

Av^paJ7T0if. aXX 5 rsXscrCpsg^ gccer’ tv auroj, 5 
AXXa 7 r> ava. xca c^yi to War (JU^Tra. vTXavyja' 4 , 
rii?S£ r’ uXwra r* EC^ar, avc/a«r ts xca aXXss 
Av?par 7 ci r ive> am) S'sa Xoyov »cry)xoucray ? 

AXX oTrorav fxsyaXoto TreWowiv corah ca, 

Kca c/Wafjtir QXcywucra c/'i oic/'/aal© etrycaav yj§ef ? ic 
Kai BsXiyjp 9Xs£«, U7rsp(piaX*ff ay0pco7rcur 
riavlar, ccroi tcutco nsw mTrotycw/Io. 


Kca role d'u xca-jU©’ usro rour TaXajLWjcn yuuaexos 
Eanrmj xai 7 ro 8 oju^y©' mpi 7rav1o>. 

Hv J 1 oxorav xocr/aou ira/los ^yjpyj (ictffikA)<rr\y 
Kca gi^j; ^pucrov n nxj apyupov etr aXa c/W 7 
Kca ^aXxoy Tf, cric/'wyv fCpyj/a«g^oov r’ av8pcc7rcov 
Err to/Iov p^rij Tols cfy *arpo 7 rav 7 a 

Xiip^aet xoc/joi). 07T0Tav S'sor caQsgp vaioov 
Oupavov ecXtaret, xaBcrarsp fiiCXiov «X«roa ? 
riiCVTe<T£ 7roXu/^op9of oX©* TcX©* sv ^9ovi a'tflt 
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LIBER TERT1US. 

The Oracle which was formerly omit¬ 
ted, at the Beginning of the Third Book . 

A Fterward from the Sebaflim [or Samaritans] 
Belial fhall come, and do many Wonders 
in the Sight of Men: He- lhall raife an Appea¬ 
rance of a high Mountain, and of the Sea, and 
of the great fiery Sun, and of the great fplendid 
Moon, and of the Dead rifingj but thefe Won¬ 
ders fhall be deceitful, and not compleat Mira¬ 
cles. He fhall delude many Men by them, both 
the Faithful and Ele£t Hebrews , and alfo wicked 
Men of the Gentiles, who did not hear the Word 
of God. But when the Threats of the Great 
God fhall come, and the flaming River, like a 
Torrent, lhall fall on the Earth, it fhall bum 

Mai , and all proud Men who have believ’d in 
him. 

N. B. This Oracle, if genuine, of which I much 

doubt , jeems plainly to belong to Simon Mdgus, 
and thofe primitive Antichrijts or Here ticks which 
Succeeded him . 

And then the World fhall be rul’d by the 
Hand of a Woman, believing her in all things. 

But when a Widow fhall govern all the World, 
and caft her Gold and Silver into the great Sea, 
and throw alfo her Brafs and Iron, fuch as fhort- 
liv'd Men ufe, into the Sea, then all the Ele¬ 
ments of the World fhall become old, like a Wi¬ 
dow. When God, who lives above, fhall roll up 
the Heavens, as a Book is rolled up •, all the va¬ 
rious Parts of the Heavens fhall fall on the Earth 
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SIBYLL. ORACUL. 

K&t TtXuyi' gi ijffi cPe Trv^jjf j/aXepy K&TagpxTiis 
&y,&{jLCtr3$ y <pXe£4 c/'e yafav, (pXe£4 o\ S'&XaaraV) 


KotC 7T0X0V »£J6V/0V, 


ij/xara* y.ou HTtcriv autIou 


fits* sv ^wvdiffd, not etc xatictgyv <ftaXs£4. 
K’sxsrt (pawpaw oripiMpa.ua'k xay^aXca/Ia, 

Ou vi>£, hk nw, »* 1M aT « xoXXa PtyPW, 

Om tap, sx 1 8 *«f« av ) * 

K«( rele c/'ll (jLtycikoio £hs xg/w ar twov >£4, 

Aiaiv© 1 ueyaXcio, orav TijJ'e ra.'f a $!»t< it. 
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Omifla pag. io. 

[X«X6! I) ap^fl] 

# * * 

0, w eP« xXwrav tiJaruv, kou ^eptros- axaeijr, 

HtXlskviOVT©, 07T8 o'fj Km ttoKi c/Wa, 
n«vS’ V7raKtxrcncu kov^ov xaXiv a? awvh, 

T’svek ap’ aiflos 7rpci>T© £ 7 rtyvcu/.e xg^r© aur*, 
A.XX’ oxora« fxeyaXoio (k& Sec, 

-h 


Adde verfus fequentes c Theophiio Ad Autolyc 

L. II. in init. Vid. pag. 4 ,%' pnus- 

£* cPe yevmcrt y.ai ccQavaro/ye jxevucrf, 

TI Xetons av 0 pco 7 ro)V ytymiJitvot ci [c/'s] ©so* 

QusPs tcttcj s^y^a Ovrjrou sx. ay ztro 0 3 wijp££V a 
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LIBER TERT1US. 

and Sea: then a Catarad of pernicious Fire lhall 
continually How down, and burn the Earth, the 
Sea, and the Heavens, and the Days; and lhall 
melt all the Creation into one Lump, and lhall 
colled it into a pure Mafs. There lhall then be no 
more the fmiling Globes of the Stars, nor Night, 
nor Morning, aor many Days of Care, nor Spring, 
nor Summer, nor Winter, nor Autumn ; and 
then the Judgment of the great God lhall be 
reveal’d in the great Age, when all thefe things 
are done. 


N. B. This Oracle feems plainly to belong to Anti » 
cbrijlian Rome, which is /hied the Great Whore 
in the Apecalypfe, and is afterward deferib’d as 
reduc'd to a State of Widowhood, before the End 
of the World-, which End of the World is here 
plainly deferib'd alfo. 

Omitted pag. JO. 

[The Beginning is wanting.’] 

O the Navigable Waters, and all the Earth, 
where the Sun rife9 and fees/ all things {hall o- 
bey Him who comes into the World again} for 
the fir ft World experienc’d his Power. 

N. B, This Oracle clearly relates to Chrifl's feeond 
Coining , at or after the Defirudion of Antichrift „ 
N. B. Thefe four Virfes feem to be genuine, and a re¬ 
al Branch, if not the very beginning of a new Book, 
to which the Troeme ought to be prefix'd ; Tor fo it 
is noted in Opfopceus’x Edition, that after the De- 
feil. the Book began or went on with this Oracle, 
infome MSS. 


But if the Gods beget Children, and ftill con¬ 
tinue immortal, there will be more Gods than 
Men, nor will there be Room for mortal Men 
to Hand upon. 


FINIS. 
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A Collision of (itch ancient Teftimonies con -1 
cerningthe Sibylline Oracles &r I 
are omitted before . I 

N. B. The Pages here are thofe of Opfopceus'j Edition I 

of thefe Oracles . I 

H EraclitHs fiid, that the Sibyll fpake with the I 
Voice of one that was diftra&edi but that! 
fhe fpaike things that were ferious, without Orna-1 
ment, and without Deceit; and that, by God's I 
Affiftanee, fhe continued to fpeak for a thoufandl 
Years together. I 

Upon Jnfi'phanes s mentioning the Sibylla his I 
Sc'-nliaft fays, There were three Sibylls 5 the Firftl 
of whom, as fhe fays in her own Veifes, was the I 
Sifter of Apollo 3 the Second was the ErythmrM 
and the Third was the Sardinian Sibyll. I 

In Plato's Theages, Socrates and 7 heages are intro-1 

duced fpeaking thus : Soc. Tell me what Name an I 
we to give to Bacis, and the Sibyll, and our Country* I 
man Amphilytus? Theag. Pray what Name, So-1 
crates, can we give them , but that of Poetick Pro- 1 

pliers? I 

Plato , in his Th&drus , fpeaks thus: We are Par *I 
takers of the greate[i Benefits by the Means of Enthu*\ 
IiaftickJFury , which is beftowed on us by the Divint 
Bounty . For both the Prophetefs which is at Delphi, 
and the Pnefiejfes df Dodona, when they were JubjeS 
to that Fury, have been the Injlruments of a great deal 
of Good to Greece, both publicity and privately \ bat 
when they were void of it, have done little or nothing 
for its Advantage . And if we fi)ould make Mention 

of the Sibyll, and of all others who have had the Di* 

vine 
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vine Faculty of "Prophecymg, and have rightly foretold 
a great many Events to many Perfons y we fbcsUi be 
too tedious; and Jay no wore than what is univerj 
\tjnmn already* 

AriJiotle 9 in his Book lisp Oau/xatr/oiv ax.8<r/xct- p- S9* 
m fays, That at Cuma in Italy there is to befeen 
the fubterranean Cavern of the Sibyll, who gave 
Oracles; who, as they fay, continued a Virgin 
to an exceeding old Age. She was of Erythra > 
but was faid by fome of the Italians to be of C«- 
mcr, and by fome that lhe was named MtUn- 
chrana. [5W another Pajfage of his in the fame Page!] 

Cicero obferves, That whereas the Faculties of P* "9- 
the Mind are affe&ed in two Cafes without Rea- 
fon and Underftanding, meerly by their own free 
and unconfined Motion, the one in an Enthufia- 
ftick Fury, the other in Sleep* the Romans fup- 
pofing that the Divination of Enthufiafm was 
chiefly difeovered in the Sibylline Verfef, chofe 
ten Perfons out of the City, and appointed them 
to be their Interpreters. 

And again he fays, Thofe aft without Art who ibid. 

Me able to foretell future Events , not by Reafon or 
Conjellurey drawn from Signs and Obfervations y but 
from an Emotion of the Mind , and a free and unre- 
[train’d Impetus * which not feldom happens in Dreams, 
md fometimes in fuel) as predict Futurities in an En- 
thufiaflich^Rage * as was the C fe of Bacchis of Boe- 
otia, of Epimenides of Greet, and of the Erythrae¬ 
an Sibyll. 

And agais. An Influence from the Earth infpired p. 
the Prophetefs at Delphi, but an Influence from Na¬ 
ture infpirea the Sibyll. 

Lallantius gives us a very particular Account p . i^,_ 

from Farro in thefe Words: M. Varro, who was 132 * 
not inferior in Learning to any of the Latins, or in¬ 
deed 
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deed of the Greeks alfo that ever liv’d, when in thofi I 
Books concerning Divine Matters , which he dedicated I 
to Caius Caefar, who was then Pontifex Maximus, I 

he had made Mention of the Quindecimviri, he Jays, I 
That the Sibylline Books did not belong to one Sibyll, I 
hut were therefore called by one Name of Sibylline, I 
becattfe that all Female Frophetejfes were by the Anti . I 
ents named Sibylls, either from the real Name of her I 
of Delphi, or from their publijhing the Dirdlions of I 
the Gods: for in the yEolick Dialed they called I 
the Gods not ©sol but Sioi, and called their Direttiom I 
not ( 3 sXfl' but / 3 uXii‘ as if the Word Sibyll fi/nifedtk I 
Dirdlions of the Gods. [Farro added.] Now the I 

Sibylls were in Number ten-, and he enumerated I 
them all in agreement with the Teftimonies of I 
thofe Authors who wrote of them diftinft- I 
ly. That the (ift) of them was a Perfian ; of I 
whom Mention is made by Nicanor, who wrote I 
a Hiftory of Alexander King of Macedon. That I 
the (2d) was a Libyan ; of whom Mention is I 
made by Euripides,in his Prologue to Lamia. That I 
the (jd) was of Delphi, whom Chryfippus fpsaksl 
of in that Book which he compofed concerning I 
Divination. That the (4th) was a Cimmerian in I 
Italy ; who is named by Navius in his Books of I 
the Punick. War, and by Pijo in his Annals. That I 
the (yth) was the Erytkr&an \ of whom Apollodo • I 
ms of Erythra affirms that fhe was of the fame I 
City with him; that fbe foretold to the Greeks, I 
when they went to Troy , that Troy fhould be 
deftroyed, and that Homer fhould write Lies. 
That the (6th) was the Samian : of whom Era- 
toflhenes wrote, that he found fome Account of 
her ia the ancient Annals i Samos. That the 
(7th) was the Luman-, whofe Name was Ama- 
than j but who was named Demopbile, or Hierophile 

by I 

! 

1 
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by others *, and that fhe it was who brought the 

nine Books to Tarqstinius Trifcus the King, and 
asked 300 Philippicks for them: That the King 
was fo diflatisfied at the Greatnefs of the Price, 
that he laughed at the Madnefs of the Woman: 
That Ihe thereupon burnt three of the Books in 
the King’s Prefence, and yet asked the full Price 
for the Remainder. Whereupon the King look¬ 
ed on her as madder than before. She then 
burnt three more •, but ftill asked the fame full 
Price. Upon which the King was fct affe&ed, 
that he gave her the whole 300 Philippicks for 
the remaining Books. The Number of which 
was augmented afterward, upon the rebuilding 
of the Capitol-, becaufc thofe Verfes, what Si- 
byll foever was their Author, were collefied out 
of all the Cities both of Italy and Greece 3 and 
efpecially thofe of Erythra , and were brought to 
Rome. That the (8) was the Hcllcfpontick, born 
in the Di ft rift of Troy, at a Village called Mar - 
ftffttij near the Town of Gergithium: who, as 
Heradides of Pont Hi writes, lived in the Days of 
Solon and Cyrus. That the (5) was the Phrygian; 
who gave out her Predictions at Ancyra. Thac 
the ( 10 ) was the Tibursine ; whofe Name was 
Attune*) and who is worlhipped as a Goddeft 
near the Banks of the River Anient At the 
Downfall of whofe Waters her Image is faid to 
have been found, with a Book in her Hand 5 
[and whofe facrcd Ornaments the Senate trans- 
ferr’d into the Capitol.] The Verfes of all thefe 
Sibylls are abroad, and in Peoples Hands j ex¬ 
cepting thofe of the Cumtan\ whofe Books are 
conceal’d by the Romans. Nor is it thought 
lawful for any to look upon them, but for the 

Qmndtdmviru Every Sibyll has ajfo a Book of 
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her own ; which becaufe they are aferib’d in ge¬ 
neral to the Sibyll, are believed to belong to one 
Woman. They are wirhal confufed, fo that one 
cannot diftinguilh them, nor tell to which every 
Book diftir.ftiy btbngs, excepting the Cafe of 
the Erytkraan j who has her felt inferred her 
true Name in the Beginning of her Book, tho’ 
the owns the was born at Babylon. Moreover, 
we alfo thall, without Diftin&ion, quote the Si¬ 
byll in general, whenever we fhall have Occafi- 
on to make ufe of any of their Teftimonies. 
Now all thefe Sibylls declare there is but one 
God •, and efpecially the Erythraan, who is e- 
Iteemed the molt famous and noble Sibyl! of all 
the reft: as appears by this, that Fenejiella , a molt 
diligent Writer, fpeaking of the ^uindecimviri, 
fays, When the Capitol was rebuilt, C. Curio , 
the Conful, referr’d it to the Senate, that Le¬ 
gates might be fent to Erythra , and feek out the 
Vcrfes of the Sibyll, and bring them to. Rom. 
That accordingly P. Gabinius , M- OUacilius, and 
L. Valerius were lent, and brought with them to 
Rome about iooo Verfes, which had been tran- 
feribed by private Perfons. Which is the fame 
Account we have above had from Varro. 

T. 131, And elfewhere Lattantius informs us, Thar, not 

> 3 ?- a few, and thofe great Authors, have affirmed, 

that the Sibylls were many in Number:, as Art - 
Jlonicus and Apollodortis of Erythra among the 
Greeks, Varro and Fenejiella among the Latins. All 
thefe take Notice that the jErythraan was the 
chief for F.<me and Reputation. Nay Apollodo- 
rtts values himfelf upon it that ffie was of the j 
fame City and People with him. And Fenejiella ) 
relates withal, that Legates were fent to Ery i 
thru by the Senate iu order to fetch the Sibyll’s ; 

Verfes, 
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Verfes to Rom % and that the Confuls Curio and 
OUavius took Care they fhould be laid up in that 
Capitol, which by the Gare of £\ Cumins was 
then rebuilt. 

When Thebes was taken, the Vi&ors having Diodor, 
fecur’d Daphne, the Daughter of Tire/tas, they Sic '?' 6s ' 
devoted her to God, in compliance with a cer¬ 
tain Vow they had made, and as the principal 
of their Spoils. When (he was at Delphi, fhe 
who was already Miftrds of her Father’s Skill 
of Divination equally with himfelf, augmented 
that Skill; and being of wonderful natural Abi¬ 
lities, fhe wrote all forts of Oracles, and thofe 
of a different Nature. From whom they fay 
that Homer the Poet ftole many of her Verfes* 
and adorned his own Poem with them. Now 
becaufe fhe was frequently infpired, and deliver¬ 
ed Oracles, they fay {he was called Sibyll; be¬ 
caufe in that Language to be a Sibyll, and to be 
Infpired, is all one 

When you fhall have fail’d thither, and fhall Virgil, f 
arrive at Cuma , at the Divine Lakes, and the***!***; 
founding Woods of Avermm , you will fee the 
Enthufiaftick Prophetefsj who at the Bottom 
of the Grotto lings the Fates of Mankind, and 
commits her Marks and Words to loofe Leaves, 
and then digefts them into Order, and leaves 
them by themfelves in the Grotto; where they 
remain immovable, every one in his Place, with¬ 
out admitting any Diforder. But as foon as the 
Doors are opened, and the leaft Breath of Wind 
itrikes upon them, and thereby the tender Leaves 
arc difordered, ihe never troubles her felf to 
catch hold of them as they fly about the Cave, 
to reftcre them to their due Situation, nor joyn 
them into a regular Poem. So the Enquirers go 

F a their 
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their way without Succefs, and are greatly difla* 
tisficd with this SibylPs Seat. S 

But the pious tAZneai goes to thofe Towers o- j 
ver which great Apollo prefides, and to the vaft 
and remote Cave of the tremendous Sibyl!, into 
whom Apollo of Delos infpires vaft Abilities of 
Mind, and difeovers future Events. There is on 
the Eubdart Coaft a vaft Cave cut out of the 
Rock, into which open a hundred Mouths, 
whence do proceed as many Voices-, which are 
the Anfwers of the Sibyll. lAEncas was come to 
the Entrance, when the Virgin Prophetefs faid, 
’Tis time to pray for Revelations: The Divini¬ 
ty, the Divinity is prefent. As fhe fpake the 
Words, at the very Entrance, her Countenance 

and Colour chang’d, and her Hair was diforcier’d; 
her Bread heav'd, and her violent Paffions fwell'd 
her: She feem’d bigger than ordinary, and her 
Voice appear’d to be different from that of Mor¬ 
tals, upon this her immediate Seizure by the 
Divinity. —— This Cumaan Sibyll did in this 
Language fing after a terrible Manner what was 
very intricate out of her retired Cel), and groan’d 
in her Cave, involving true Events in obfture | 
Words. Set Ovid, in p. 12J . i 

Sdog. iv, Sicilian Mufes, Let us fing of Events fill! grea« 

ter. All are not fatisfy’d with low Subjtfts j 
and if we fing Paftorals, let it be done in fuch a 
way as may be worthy of a ConfuL The laft Age 
of the Cttmaan Verfes is now coming: A great 
Series of Ages is now beginning anew: The Vir¬ 
gin her felfis now returning: The Reign of Sa¬ 
turn is now renewing: A new Offspring is now 
lending down from Heaven. But do you, chafte 
Lucina, favour the Birth of this Child, at whofc 
Nativity the Iron Age will end, and the Golden 

Age 
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Age will commence over all the World. YautA* 
polio now reigns. And certainly this Honour of the 
Age, O Pullio, will take its Rife under your Con- 
fullhip } and thence will the famous Months be¬ 
gin their Progrefs. Under this Conduit our 
wicked Pra&ices, if the Footftep of any fuch 
ihall remain dill, ihall be blotted out; and the 
World clear’d from the Apprehenfions which are 
caufed by them. He Ihall be admitted to the 
Life of the Gods, and converfe with Heroes, and 
ihall be feen by them, and ihall rule the peace¬ 
able World with his Father’s Virtues. The 
Earth ihall produce for you, O Child, her fmal- 
ler Firll-Fruits, without Toil. The She*Goats 
will come home to you of themfelves, with Breads 
full of Milk : Nor will the Flocks have reafon 
to fear the Lions. In your Cradle you ihall have 
Flowers for your Solace: The Serpent ihall be 
deftroy’d, with the poifonous Weeds; and the 
Ajfyrian fweet*fa\el|ing Flower ihall grow and 
become common. However, as foon as you ihall 

be able to read of th,e praife-worthy A&ions of 
the Heroes, and of the Ads of your Father, 
and to know what Virtue is, the Fields ihall 
gradually ripen \ the red Grapes ihall hang upon 
the very Thorns; and the hard Oak ihall fwcat 
Honey-Dews. Yet will there be fome Remains of 
the old Fraud; enough to induce Men ftill to go 
to Sea in Ships, and to fortify Towns with Walls, 
and to plough the Field into Furrows. Th e r c 
will be then another Pilot, and another Shjlp to 
carry Warlike Heroes: There will alfo be other 
Wars, and another Achilles ihall be fent to Troy. 
But then, when you are arrived at a confirmed 
Age, the Pilot ihall leave the Sea; nor ihall 

Merchant-Ships pafs from one Country to ano- 
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i'ner. Every Country fhall bring forth all forts 
of Fruit} there fhall be no Occafion of Harrows 
for the Soil, or of Pruning-Hooks for the Vine¬ 
yards - , the robuft Countryman fhall have no Oc¬ 
cafion to yoke his Oxen any longer : Nor fhall 
Wooll Hand in need of any Adulteration of its 
native Colour: The Rants in the Fields fhall 
change the Colour of their Fleeces, fometimes 
into Scarlet, and fometimes into Saffron y and 
the Purple fhall fpread itfelf over the Lambs as 
they are feeding. The unanimous and inflexible 
Parca have decreed it, Let fuch Ages as thefe 
run on: Do you then, O deareft Offspring of the 
Divinity, and Son of Jupiter, now the Time is 
fo near, enter upon your moll honourable State. 
Look how the prefent World, compofed of the 
high Heaven, the Earth, and Sea, is. tottering 
with its own vaft unwieldy Bulk ! Look how 
all things rejoice upon the Profpcft of this new 
Age! O that the laft Period of my Age and of' 
my Breath might hold out long enough to cele¬ 
brate your Aftions! &c. 

I do but repear, fays Dionyfias of Halicarnafus, 
after his Account of the Capitoline Sibylls before 
alledged,^. 7,11,1 z, 2,3,24. whar Terentius Far * 
ro has given an Account of in his Treatife of Di¬ 
vine Matters. [ Note, that I emit here [owe Tejli - 
monies already alledged, p. 462, ©*c.] 

Moreover, the intire Coaft which is now cal¬ 
led Italy was devoted to that God, and called Sa~ 
timia by the Inhabitant*, as one may obferve in 
certain of tire Sibylline Books, and in other Ora¬ 
cles derived from the Gods. 

That tALneas and the Trojans came to Italy all 
the Roman Authors aflure us, and fo do the So¬ 
lemnities tiled in their Sacrifices, and Feflivals; 
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as alfo the Sibylline and Pytbich Oracles; and 
many other Indications there are of the fame: 
which no one ought to overlook, or fuppofe to 
be feigned for its Credit only. [ See Five more 
Pajfages cut of this Dionyfius, p. 468, 469, 470. 

Six out of Plutarch, p. 471-475". relating to 

the Capitoline Sibyll in the fame Place. ] 

See alfo a great Number of Teftimonics about 
the Capitoline Sibyll out of Livy, p. 479— 485. 

Four out of Flows , p, 48 5,486. One out of Ta¬ 
citus, p. 486. Two out of Suetonius , ibid. Two 
out of Pliny, p. 486, 487. Three out of Solinus, 
p.487. Three out of Valerius Maximus , p. 487, 

488. One out of ALlius Spartiatws , p. 488. 

One out of Julius Capitolinas , ibid. One out 
of Trebellius Pollio, p. 489. Two out of Fla¬ 
vius popifcus, (one of them already fet down at 
large) p. 4895 490, 491. One from Aurelius Vi¬ 
ctor, p. 491. Two from Ammiamts Marcellinus, 
ibid. Two out of Ladantius, p. 491, 491. Two 
out of Augufin, p. 491. One out of A. Gellius 
(already fet down) p. 495. One out of Macro- 
bias, ibid. Two out of Servius upon Virgil, p. 494. 

Suidas fays, that Heropbila, who is the fame P ^ • 
with the Erythr&an Sibyll, the Daughter of Theo¬ 
doras, wrote in Epic Verfe Three Books of Divi¬ 
nation, and came to Rome in che Time of the 
Confuls, as fome fay ; as others, in the Time of 
Tar quin j pretending to give Oracles by them. 

But when fhe was defpifed, fhe burnt Two of 
the Books which Ihe bad brought with her. How¬ 
ever, one which remained was preferved •, which 
was purchafed by the Romans at a great Price. 

In theTimeof the Expedition of the Argonauts 
the Erythr&an Sibyll gave Oracles among the 
Greeks \ .at which Time Tros, the Father of IBns 
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and Ganymedes reign’d in Phrygia, p. 4pp. See 
there another Teftimony of Sttidas belonging to 
the Capitoline Sibyil. 

P Strabo fays that Sibyl), one of the infpir’d and 

propheticlc Women among the Ancients, was 
o {Erytbra-, and that there was another fuch 
Frophetefs as fhe of the fame City in the Days 
of Alexander , who was called Athemis. 

ibid. And elfewhere: I have,fays he,fpoken fo largely 

about Ammon , that I Ihall add but a little more j 
and it is this} that Divination in general andO- 
racks were among the Ancients in greater Ho¬ 
nour 5 whereas they are now in fmall Reputa¬ 
tion : The Romans being fatisfied with the 
Sibylline Oracles, the Ptifcan Auguries, andthofe 
by Entrails, Birds, and by Signs from Heaven— 
that the Erythraean Athenais fpalte about Nobi- 
lity; and that fhe was like the ancient Erythaan 

Sibyil, 

T. n 6 . Pliny fays, There was a Divine Power, and 

a certain molt noble Society with the Gods in 
the Sfbyll among Women: Among Men in Me- 
kmpus for the Greeks, and in Marcias for the 
Romans. 

ibid. And elfewhere, Indeed I don’t wonder that 

there are,Statues of the Sibyil by the Forum , 
altho’ they be Three in Number: One which 
Sex. Pacuvius Pawns the fEdile of the People, 
and Two which M. Mefala reftored. 
y., 16,127, Solinus fays, At Cuma is Sibylls Chapel: Hers, 

I mean, who was at Rome in the yoth Olympiad, 
and whofe Book was confulted by our Ponti- 
fices ’till the Days of Cornelius Sylla: For then 
it was confumed by Fire, together with the 
Capitol; ' while the Two other Books were 
burnt by herfelf, becaufe Paryuinius Superb its of¬ 
fer’d 



fex’d her a fmaller Price than {he required for 
them. Her Sepulchre remains Hill in Sicily. 

Bacchus fuppofes that the Delphick Sibyll prophe- 
(ied before the War of Troy-, and he makes it 
plain that Homer inferred many of herVerfes in¬ 
to his Work. Several Years after her followed 
Heripbile Erythraa s, and was called Sibyll from 
the Refemblance there was between them in 
this Science. She it was who, among other 
remarkable Things, gave Notice long before 
(he Thing happened, that the People of Lesbos 
Ihould loie the Dominion of the Sea. So the 
Series of Chronology proves that the Cuman Si¬ 
byll comes after them in the third place. 

Juvenal fays, I commend him for his Intend- P 
on of fettling at Cum<e, which is now thin of 
Inhabitants; and that he will thereby become 
one of Sibyll’s Citizens. 

And elfewhere, What I have juft now pro- Ibid 
pofed is not a bare Opinion. ’Tis certainly true. 

I would have you receive it as you would do a 
Leaf of the Sibylls. 

Plutarch fays, I made the fame Anfwer about p. 64 , &t. 
the Sibylline Oracles. For as we flood over- 
againft that Stone which was near the Court, 
upon which, as the Report goes, the firft Si¬ 
byll, who came from Helicon , and had been 
brought up by the Mufes, fat j (tho’ fome fay 
lhecame to Maleon, and that fhe was the Daugh¬ 
ter of Lamia , who was herfclf the Daughter of 
Neptune) Serapion made mention of the Vcrfes 
in which fhe fung of herfelf, as tho’ fhe would 
not ceafe to divine even when fhe were dead j 
but that fhe would walk about in the Moon, 
and become that which wccall the Face of the 
Moon j and that fhe would, as a Spirit, inter- 



( 9 ° ) 

mix herfelf with the Air, and become famous 
for Predictions there j that fhe would transform 
herfelf from a Body, and become Herbs and 
fuch like vegetable Matter, for the Feeding of 
the facred Animals, fuch as fhould be of various 
Colours, and Shapes, and Qualities as to their 
Entrails j from whence would arife the Fore¬ 
telling of future Events to Men. Upon this 
Boethus did more openly 'laugh at fuch Things, 
But Zous reply’d; Altho’ this be very like to a 
Fable, yet, &V. [as before Pag. f 7 ,f 8 .] 

?, 63. 69 , And again, The Sibylls and the Bacchides cad 
7°y 7‘- out fuch uncertain Predi&ions at Random, in a 

carelefs Manner; and fcattered about Expref- 
fions and Defcriptions as they came into their 
Heads, of all forts of Calamities and Events: 
Some of which, when they came to pals by 
chance, were yet Falfities when they were fpo- 
ken } altho’ perhaps they by good Fortune real¬ 
ly happened afterwards. When Boethus had ar¬ 
gued thus, Serapion reply’d, Your Aflcrtion is 
true, with regard to fuch Events as are fpoken 
»f indefinitely, and without Diftinftionj fuch as 
thefe, when Vidtory is promifed to a General, 
and he overcomes: Or when a City is befieged 
is is foretold that it will be taken, and it is ta¬ 
ken. But when the Event is not only mention¬ 
ed, but the Manner how, and the Time wheir, 
and the Occafion whereby, and the Affiftancc 
by whom the Event fhall happen that is foretold, 
this is not a conjectural Gucfs at what perhaps 
may bq, but the Foretelling of an Event that 

will certainly come-- We may obferve that 

feveral proper Names are hidden by fosne other 
,J - ~ Appellation : Thus Herophik, the Erythraean, who 
was a Propetefs, was called Sibyl!, 

Elm 
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Elm fays, There were Four Sibylls, the Ery- Ibido 
tbraan, the Samian, the Egyptian , and the Sar¬ 
il, mi. Some fay there were Six others of them j 
and that they amounted to Ten in allj among 
which were the Cumam , and the Judrean. 

Paufanias fays, There is a prominent Stone at &e- 
Delphi , upon which the Inhabitants fay a Wo¬ 
man, by Name Herophile , by Appellation anci¬ 
ently called Sibyll, flood and chanted her Ora¬ 
cles. I have obferved, that flic was as ancient 
as any other Sibyll whomfoever. The Greeks 
affirm flic was the Daughter of Jupiter and La¬ 
mia, who was herfelf the Daughter of Neptune $ 
and that flie was the firft Woman who deliver¬ 
ed Oracles and Verfes; and they fay flie was 
named Sibyll by the Africans. But that this Hero- 
fhtle , who was later than the other, appears how¬ 
ever to have herfelf been before the War of Troy. 

She alfo fignified before-hand in her Predictions, 
that Helena fliould be educated at Sparta , for the 
DeftruCtion of Afia and Europe j and that Troy 
ffiould be taken on her account by the Greeks. 

The People of Delos make mention of the Hymns 
of this Woman upon Apollo. She calls herfelf 
in her Poem not only Ilcrophilc, but Diana alfo; 
nay, fometimes the fays the is the Wife, fome- 
times the Sifter, and fometimes the Daughter of 
Apollo. And all this flie does in her Enthufiaftick 

Fury, and under Infpiration, &c.- -Now the 

People of Alexandria fay, that flie was the Tem¬ 
ple-keeper of Apollo Smittibeus > and that flic 
rightly expounded the Dream of Hecuba in her 
Oracles, which we know was fulfilled. This 
very Sibyll lived the greateft part of her Life 
at Samos ; but came to Claras a City of the 
Colophonians , as alfo to Delos and Delphi : To 

which 

* 
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which laft Place when flie canoe, flie Hood and 

chanted upon this Stone, &c. [largely.] . 

Stephanas fays thus. Gergis, a City of 7Vm 
from whence fprang the Gtrgtthian Sibyl], that 
gave Oracles; who is ingrav’d, and the Sphynx 
with her, on the Coins of the Gerguhians ; as 
Phle^on affirms, in his firft Olympiad. They fay 
farther, that Sibylls Sepulchre is in the Temple 
of Apollo. Mcroe, a City of Troy $ whence 
come rhe Erptbraan Sibyll ; for the Colour of 
that City was Red, as the W oid Erythr&a im¬ 
plies. 

Ibid. & p. Euflathius upon Homer allures us, that Ani/us 
J0 3' faid,that Dardamts coming from Samothracia, mar¬ 
ried Nefo and Bateano , the Daughters of Teucer 
the King; that by Ntfo he had Sibyll the Pro* 
phetels for his Daughter: from whom all the o* 
ther Prophecick Women were called Siby 11s: not 
as being i elated to her by Blood, but as enjoy¬ 
ing that Name from the Rcfemblance there was 
between their Divine Infpirations. 

Ubid. Hermias uyan Plitto fays; There are fuch very 

flrange things faia of the Sibyll, that one is rea¬ 
dy to look upon them to be Fables. However, 
the Sibylls were not a few, all of them embra¬ 
cing the fame way of a Prophetick Life: and for 
fome particular Reafon it was probably that they 
all chofe the Appellation of Sibylls. As it was 
the Cafe of Hermes Trifmegijlas, who is faid to 
have come into Egypt three times, to remember j 
himfelf again, and that he was called Hermes as 
far as the third time. It is alfo reported that 
there were feveral Orphei among the Thracians. 
’Tis therefore not improbable, that all thefe Wo¬ 
men chofe to have thefe Appellations on account 

of fome Communion or Remembrance, fince 

this 
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this very Sibyll of Erythrt, of which we are dif- 
courfing, was at firft called Eriphyle. They fay 
that when Ihe firft came out, Ihe foretold by every 
ones Name what Ihould befall them, and deliver¬ 
ed it in Verfe •, and that after fome time fhe re¬ 
covered her humane Form again. 

Saidas has fo many and fucft Variety of Ac¬ 
counts of the Sibylis, from the fevcral elder Au¬ 
thors he tranfcrib’d from, and is fo large, that I 
omit them. See from p. 104 to 114. 

Cedrenus notes, that fbefides the Queen of 5 k*P.ny,ii <5 
k, whom he reckons among the Sibylis) the 
Cmiean Sibyll was famous under Amaziah the 
Son of JoaJh-, the Somnaan under Jofias , and 
the Samian under Darius the Son of ^fiyages. 

Agathias fays, that it was the common Traditi* t>, n 8, 
on, that the Sibyll foretold to eAcneas the Son 
of Anchi/ity when he applied himfelf to her, all 
the things which fhould afterwards befall him. 

Jamblicm aims to give an Account of the Man¬ 
ner of the Delphic ^ Sibyll’s delivering her Hea¬ 
then Oracles, p. 118, iijt, but hisTeftimony 
being very late, and very little to our Purpofe, 

I omit it here. 

Strabo quoting two Verfes now in our Sibyl¬ 
line Oracles, p. 60, 61, prists , prefaces it both 
times thus: There is an Oracle that is faid to 
have been given as follows, Gcog. L. /. p. pi. L, 

XI/. p. 810. 

Jofepbut the Jew quotes the genuine Sibyll Mq. L. f.' 
in thefc Words. ‘ Of this Tower [of Babel] and c ;f- P; ,**• 

* of the Confufion of Languages among Men, ! 

‘ Sibyll alfo makes Mention, faying thus: When vmg.h, 

4 all Men were of one Language, fome of them IX. c. if. 

‘ built a very high Tower, as if they would P* 

J thereby afqcnd up to Heaven, But the Gods 

4 fens 
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* fent Storms of Wind and overturned the Tow* 
‘ er, and pave every one his peculiar Language} 
‘ and for this Reafon it was that the City was 

* called Bab)Ion. ’ Only it is remarkable,that in 
this, and only this Quotation, we have the Word 
Goas in the Plural} and that in this, and only 
this Quotation, we have the Sibylline Text fee 
down in Profe: theOccafions of either of which 
things 1 {hall not here inquire into, bcoaufe I fee 
no Fou dation for any Satisfaftion about them. 

I.V. c, 7. The Apoftolical Canftitutions quote the Sibyll 

thus: If the Gentiles laugh at us, and disbelieve 
our Scriptures, let at lead; their own Prophetefs 
Sibylla oblige them to believe, who fays thus to 
them in exprefs Words: * But when all things 
‘ {hall be Soot and Affies, &c. as before, p. 67. 
—— If therefore this Prophetefs confefles the 
Refurre&ion, and does not deny the Rdloration 
of all things, and diftinguiffies the Godly from 
the Ungodly, ’tis in vain for them to deny our 
Do&rine. 

The Author of the Queftions'and Anfwers to 
the Orthodox, among the Works of Jaftin, 
quotes this, or a parallel Place in Clement el e* 
where, but now loft, in thefe Words: That the 
End of the prefentConftitution of things is that 
Judgment upon the Wicked which is to be by 
Fire, the Scriptures of the Prophets andApoftles 
affirm, as does alfo that of the Sibyl!, according 
to the Quotation of Clement in his Epiftle to the 
Corinthians, Ots&lh 74. p. 43 f, 436. 

,r -lC § >!•• Hermits brings in an Angel faying to him, Who 

do you think that ancient Woman was who gave 
you the little Book? I faid, The Sibyll He re¬ 
plied, You are miftaken, it is not {he. Who is 
it then, Sir ? faid I : He faid, The Church- of 
God. St. 
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St. Paul hlmfelf is introduc’d in that very old elm sum. 
Book culled Krjpuy^a Ilsrp8» as the P adage is VI. p.636. 
preferved in Clement oH Alexandria^ addrdXing him- 

felf thus to the Heathen: Take moieover into 
your Hands the Greek Books •, confider the Si- 
byll, how flic declares one God, and foretells fu» 
ture Events. 

5 fuftin Martyr fays thus in his Cohortation to 
the Greeks , Edit. Hutchins. §. if. p- 79, 80,81. Ic 
is neceffary to put you in mind what it is that 
that very ancient Woman the Sibyll, whom Pla- 
ir, and Arijlophancs, and many others mention as 
one that delivered Oracles in Verfe, teaches you 
in thofe Oracles concerning only one God. Her 
Words are thefe. [Then follow three of his Quo¬ 
tations already noted , p. 2, 44, f 2,.] And afterwards 
more largely, thus, [ Cohort&t . §. 39, 40, 41, 42. pg.._ . 

f. 124-129.] You may eafily learn the true ? 

Worfhip of God in part from the ancient Sibyll, 
who from a certain powerful Infpirarion teaches 
you by her Oracles even fuch things as feem ve¬ 
ry near to the Do&rine of the Prophets them- 
j felves. Now they fay that {he came from Baby 
Ion , and was the Daughter of Berofus, who wrote 
the Chaldaan Hi dory; but that, on fomeOccafi- 
on or other, (he came to Campania , and did there 
deliver her Oracles in a certain City called Cuma^ 
fix Miles from Baia, the Place of the Campanian 
Baths, We oar felves law a certain Place, when 
we were in that City, where we found a vaft 
great Room hewen out of one Rock of Stone: 

It was a furprizing Sight, and well worthy of 
the higheft Admiration. Here it was, according 
to the Tradition of the Inhabitants, which came 
down to them from their Anceftors, that fhe de¬ 
livered her Oracles. They {hewed us three Ci- 

fterns 
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ferns hewen out of the fame Stone, wherein, 
when they were filled with Water, they told us] 
that (he bathed > after which (he put on her Gar* ] 
ment, and went into the inmoft Apartment of I 
the whole Room, which itfelf alfo was hewen I 
out of the fame Stone •, and that (he fat in the I 
Middle of the Apartment on a high Seat or! 
Throne, and in this Manner delivered her Ora*] 
cles. Now there are many of the feveral forts of] 
Writers, who make Mention of this Sibyll as of] 
a Prophetefs, even Plato himfelf in his Phadrus, ] 
Nay I believe that it was upon Plato’s lighting ] 
upon her Oracles, that he gives the Deliverers ] 
of Oracles the Chara&er of Divine Perfons} as ] 
finding the Events which (he had anciently fore* ] 
told to have been really fulfilled afterward. And ] 
on this Account it was, that in that Difcourfe] 
which he wrote to Mono, he commended the De*| 
liverers of Oracles in thefe Words: * We may ] 
« very well call thofe whom we now name <?/'• j 

* vers of Oracles, Divine Perfons, Thofe alfo that] 
‘ are infpired, that have an Enthufiaitick Im- ] 

* fetus, and are over*rul’d by the Divinity, ] 

* may be alfo called Divine; while they rightly ] 

* difeover many and great things, without being I 

* confeious of what they fay. ’ This was faid I 
with a clear and open Reference to the Oracles I 
of the Sibyll. For it was not with her as with j 
the Poets > who had the Ability of corre&ing 3 
their Poems after they were written, and of] 
nicely polifhing them to the Exa&nefs of poe* 
tick Meafures; but (he compleated her Prophecies 
during the time of her lnfpirationj but when] 
the Infpiration was over, the Remembrance of j 
what (he had faid was gone. And from hence j 
it is, that the Sibylline Oracles do cot obferve 

all 
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all the Meafures of Epick Verfes} For we our 
felves, when we were in that City, were lhew- 
ed by thofe that went about with us, and point¬ 
ed to us the feveral Places wherein ffie deliver¬ 
ed her prophetick Verfes, that there was ftill re¬ 
maining a Coffin made of Brafs, wherein her 
Reliques were preferv’d. And among other 
things they inform’d us that they had heard 
from their Anceftors, that thofe who receiv’d 
the Oracles from her, did often, through Un- 
skdfulnefs, make Miftakes as to the z\ccuracy of 
the Numbers*, and they affirm’d that this was 
the Occafion why fome of the Verfes were fo 
imperfect: viz,, that the Proplietefs her felf, af¬ 
ter thelmpulfe aud Infpiration was over, did not 
remember what ffie had faid, and that the No¬ 
taries fell fho.'t of the Accuracy of the Verfes 
on Account of their Unskilfulnefs. Wherefore 
it is evident, that it was on this Account that 
Flatoy when he had regard to thefe Oracles of the 
Sibvll, faid, as before, concerning fuch Prophe- 
telTes, I mean in this Paffiigc, 4 While they right- 
* ly difeover many and great things, without be- 
€ ing confeious of what they fay. * But then, 
becaufe (l fpeak it to you Greeks) the Bufinefe 
of true Religion is not placed in poetical Mea¬ 
fures, nor in that Learning which is in fuch 
great iiifcem among you, let us now for the fu¬ 
ture lay afide the Nicety of Meafures and of Ex- 
preffion *, and let us, without farther wrangling 
about thofe things, attend to the things tbem- 
ielves which fhe fays \ and do you own how 
great the Advantages are which you may receive 
by her, when fhe does fo plainly and clearly fore¬ 
tell the Advent of our Saviour jefus Chrift; who 

G 




being that Word of God whofe Power is undi¬ 
vided from him, took upon him that human 
Nature which was formed after the Image and 
Likenefs of God, and recalled to our Mind that 
Religion which was planted among our early 
Progenitors; which the later Generations of 
Men derived from them, had forfaken, attheSug- 
geftion of the wicked Daemon, and fo had turn¬ 
ed them to the Worlhip of thofe which were no 
Gods. - — ■ If therefore, O you Grecians , you 
don’t prefer fome falfe Imagination about your fi- 
ftitious Gods before your own Salvation, be ad- 
vifed by this exceeding ancient Sibyll, whofe 
Books have, by good Fortune, been preserved o» 
ver all the World, when fhe inftrudts you from 
her powerful Infpiration by her Oracles, that 

thofe that are called Gods are not fo* but has 
plainly and clearly foretold what concerns the 
[then] future Advent of our Saviour JefusChrift, 
and the feveral things which were to be done by 
him. For this Knowledge will be a necefTary 
Preparative to the Underftanding of the Predi&i* 
ons of the holy Prophets. 

And in his famous firffc Apology, Edit. Grab. 
§. 27 ,p. 38,39. he has thefe Words, Moreover 
both Sibyll and Hyflafpes affirmed, that corrupti¬ 
ble things were to be confumed by Fire. See be¬ 
fore, p. 66. 

And again, §. fp. p. 87, 88. By the Power of 
wicked Demons it has come to pafs, that the 
Penalty of Death has been decreed againft thofe 
that read the Books of Hjftafpes , or of Sibyll, or 
of the Prophets, that they might affright Men 
that light of them from the Knowledge of what 

h good; but may retain them in a State of Sla¬ 
very 
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very to themfclves: which yet at lafi: they have 
not been able to do. For we do not only pro¬ 
cure thofe Books for our own Perufa), but, as 
you fee, we offer them to your Confideration al- 
fo, as fenfible their Contents muft be agreeable to 
all Men. 

Athenagoras Legat. fays, Edit. De Chair. §. 16. p. 
119, 110. The Sibyll of whom Plato makes Men¬ 
tion, fays, ‘ And then the tenth Generation of 
4 Mankind, &c. p. to, 11, priiis. 

7 heophilus of Antioch reckons the Sibyll among 
the Prophets for the Greeks, as he does thofe in 

Scripture for the Jews, Ad Autolyc. L. II. p. 88. 

And elfewhere he quotes a famous Paffage out 
of them, with this Introdudlion^ The Sibyll de¬ 
clared that Confufion of Languages, when fhe 
foretold the Punifhment that would come upon 
the World, in thefe Words} ‘ But when the 
4 Threats of the GreatGod, &c. jp. 10, 11 ,prius. 

And a little after, p. 111,115,114. when he 
fets down at large the Proem, which indeed, fo 
far as it is extant, feems chiefly owing to this 
Citation, as not appearing in the ordinary MSS. 
of the Sibylline Oracles themfelves, he prefaces 
to it in this manner - , 4 And befides the JewiJh 
' Prophets, the Sibyll, who was a Propherefs a- 
e mong the Greeks , and the other Gentile Nati* 
4 ons, in the very Beginning of her Prophecy up* 
4 braids Mankind in thefe Words} O mortal, car* 
4 nal and vile Men! &c. p. z,^,prim\ and after 
all concludes •, ‘ Now it is plain that thefe things 
‘ are true, profitable, right, and amiable among 
4 all Men. 

And foon after,p. 116. hefays, 1 Thefe Threat* 
6 nings for the lalt Day, both Sibyll and the 0- 
4 ther Prophets have delivered. 

G 1 Cle- 
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Clement of Alexandria, in his Protepticon, p. 17. 
when he had cited thofe Verfes of the Sibyll in 
the Proeme, ‘ You walk in P<ide and Madnefs, 
&c. p. 4, f. pn*<, adds, ‘ This is the Advice 

* of the Prophetick, as well as Poetick Sibjll. 
And a little after he fays, p. 14. if, ‘ I will pro¬ 
s' duce the Prophetefs to inform you. And 
then he cites thofe Verfes, 4 Which is not the 

* Interpreter of Pi deltas, &c. p. fi , JJ. prills-, 
and thofe, ‘ O Ifts , the unfortunate Goddefs, 
q-c. p. 70, 71 prius-, and thofe that follow al- 

moft immediately, ‘ And thou Serapis , &c. p. 
72,73. pri-s 3 and then adds, ‘ But if you will 

< not hear the Prophetefs, &c. 

And a little after, p. 21. Whence came the 

Son of Grjllas to fay fo ? Was it from that Pro¬ 
phetefs o( the Hebrews who gave this Oracle 1 

* For what Flefh can behold, p. 2, 3 .print. 
And ftill later in the fame Book, p. 22, 23. 

1 Let us therefore hear the Prophetefs, the firft 
{ Sibyll, chanting out her Song of Salvation, 
« Behold he is manifeft to all, &c. p. 4, f. & c > 
prih: And then he adds, ‘ It was divinely done 

* of her to refemble Error to Darknels, and 

* the Knowledge of God to the Sun and the 

4 Light. 

The fame Clement, in the firft Book of his&ro” 
mata, gives us this Account of the Sibylls, p. 
13 r. ‘ Heraclitus fays. That the Sibyll appear- 

* ed to a£t not by a humane buc by a divine 
4 Power, They farther fay, that there is fhew- 

* ed a certain Stone at Delphi , near the Senate- 

* houfe, upon which Stone it is reported that 

* the firft Sibyll fat, when ihe was come from 
« Helicon, where fhc had been brought up by the 

« Mures. 
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< Mufes. But fome fay that Ihe came from Ada- 

< lea, and was the Daughter of Lamia by Sidon. 

‘ Nay Serapion fays in his Poem, that the Si- 
' byll did not leave off - delivering Oracles when 
1 fhe was dead} and that it is a Power derived 
‘ from her that after her Deceafe went into the 
1 Air j and became the Power of Divination by 
‘Omens and Southfaying: That her Body was 
1 turned into Earth, and grew up, as you may 
1 fuppofe, into Herb?:’ And they write, That 
1 all the brute Beads which are upon the Place, 

1 and feed upon the fame, do txaftly foretel fu» 

' ture Events to Men by their Entrails j while he 
1 imagines that her Soul is that Face which ap- 
1 pears in the Moon. And fo much concerning 
'the Sibyll. See Pag. 8p 9c prihs. 

And in the fame Book afterward, p. i$j>. ‘ Nor,?. 
1 fays he, was Mofes alone ancienttr than Orpheus, 

1 but even the Sibyll was fo. The Reports, which 
: are not a few, contain things alfo concerning 
her Denomination, and concerning thofe Ora¬ 
cles which are aferibed to her •, that fhe was of 
Phrygia, and was called Diana\ and that when 
fhe came to Delphi fhe chanted thefe Verfcs, 

0 Delphi , the Worfhipers of potent Apollo! 

I am come to deliver you the Oracles of the 
great Jupiter, as being angry with my near 
Relation Apollo. There is alfo another Sibyll 
called Herophile ; both of whom are made men" 
tion of by Heraclides Ponticus, in his Book of 
Oracles. I omit the Egyptian, and the Italian-, 
which laft inhabited the Camental at Rome j 
whofe Son was Evander, he that builc theTem- 
pic of Pan ? which was called Lupercal. 


And 



( ) 

And afterward in the fame Book, p. 144. h ( 
fays, 4 With the whole Multitude of the Sibylls; 

‘ the Samian, the Colophonian, the Cum&an, th( 

* JLrythr&an , &c. 

Tsrtullian fays thus of the Sibyll; Ad Nation 
l If. c. ii.p.yp,j 6 . c The Sibyll was ancientej 
4 than all the Heathen Learning; that Sibyll, j 

* mean, who, as a true Prophetel's, foretold real 
4 Events; and whofe Words you have put intd 
4 the Mouths of your Prophets for the Dromons! 

4 This Woman declares the Stock and Afts oj 
4 Saturn in Hexameter Verfe, to this Purpofej 
4 In the Tenth Generation of Men, after thj 
4 Deluge, which happened to their Forefather! 

4 reigned Saturn , and Titan, and Jampot us, [ji 
4 petus ] the moll potent Sons of the Earth anjj 

4 Heaven. j 

* 

l\ 

Note, That theTellimonies of Origen, Lahni 
tins, and Confiantine the Emperor, have been all 
ready confidered, and need not be here fetdown 
Thefe genuine ones of Eufebius are' no more thaj 
his fetting down that out of Jofephus , and onj 
out of Clement of Alexandria: For as for that a 
Confiantine' s tlready mentioned, which fo man] 
afsribe to Eufebius , it no other way belongs t| 
him than the other Parts of the Emperor’s Wrf 
tings which occur in his Hiltoryj or than anj 
other Oration occurring in any other Hiftoijj 
belongs to the Hiltorian who fets it down. 

Note alfo, That thefe few Sibylline Verfei 
quoted by LaSantius, are wanting in our prefen 
Copies; and that no other Verfes cited by thj 
ancient Authors that could well belong to thj 
genuine Sibylls, feem to be wholly wanting 
even in our prefent Copies. 


Oursrci 


( 103 ) 


OnTWOT* av <X0/J 

flup, «sw nolcs iv ryj /*t<xryj vvy.n jusXcuvvjJ 

When the Fire comes, there ihall be Darknefs 
jjn the black Night. 

K\UT£ c N (XiS (At p07T£f, ftfTiXsUJ CUWVfOf «p£«. 

Hear me, O ye Mortals, The Eternal King 
Ihall reign. 


I- VIII: 
.. > 9 * 


C. 24. 
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